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Get the best of both worlds from your PCW- 
f ive budget printers on test 




PLUS: The complete PCW buyer's guide to spreadsheets, graphics and games 



MASTERFILE 8000 



FOR ALL AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 



MASTERFILE 8000, the subject of so many 
enquiries, is now available. 

MASTERFILE 8000 is a totally new database 
product. While drawing on the best features of the 
CPC versions, it has been designed specifically for 
the PCW range. The resulting combination of 
control and power is a delight to use. 

Other products offer a choice between fast but 
limited-capacity RAM files, and large-capacity but 
cumbersome fixed-length, direct-access disc files. 
MASTERFILE 8000 and the PCW RAM disc 
combine to offer high capacity with fast access to 
variable-length data. File capacity is limited only 
by .the size of your RAM disc. 

A MASTERFILE hallmark is the provision of 
multiple, user-designed display formats. This 
flexibility remains, but now it's even easier. With 
MASTERFILE 8000 you design your formats 
"live"; no more questionnaires, just move your 
format effects around the screen using the cursor 
keys! 

Record updating is even easier than before — just 
steer your cursor to any field on the screen and 
then insert/erase /alter as required. 

Special options are provided for handling dates and 
surnames, and column totals can be generated. 

All screen work is done graphically — and hence we 
offer unique panel, box, and ruled line options. 
Choose the line spacing at pixel resolution — you 
will be amazed how much clearer 9- pixel lines are 
than the usual 8-pixels. (Study the picture.) And 
all this faster than CP/M normally lets you paint 
the screen! PCW printer functions, under menu 
control, are provided. 
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Keyed files are maintained automatically in key 
sequence, with never any need to sort. You can 
have unkeyed files too, where records can be 
inserted at any point in the file. 



Any file can make RELATIONAL references to up 
to EIGHT read-only keyed files, the linkage being 
effected purely by the use of matching file and 
data names. 

You can import/merge ASCII files (e.g. from 
MASTERFILE III), or export any data (e.g. to a 
word-processor), and merge files. For keyed files 
this is a true merge, not just an append operation. 
By virtue of export and re-import you can make a 
copy of a file in another key sequence. New data 
fields can be added at any time. 

File searches combine flexibility with speed. 
(MASTERFILE 8000 usually waits for you, not 
the other way around.) You can even assign subsets 
of a file into one or more of seven pigeon-holes for 
subsequent reference or further manipulation. 



Hegaglonerate Ltd 
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FIELD -TO-FIELD CALCULATION is available, 
using any mixture of terms and arithmetic operators 
+ -*/(). 

MASTERFILE 8000 is totally menu-driven, fully 
machine-coded, and comes with example files and 
a detailed manual. We claim (modestly) that you 
will not find another filing system with such 
power, flexibility, and friendliness. 

MASTERFILE 8000 costs £49.95 including VAT 
and P&P to anywhere in Europe. Elsewhere please 
add 20% for air-mail service. ACCESS/VISA/ 
MASTERCARD orders are welcome, written or 
telephoned, quoting card expiry date. Make 
cheques payable to "Campbell Systems". 

Our normal response is return of post, 1st class. 

CAMPBELL SYSTEMS (Dept 8FL) 

7 Station Road, EPPING, Essex CM 16 4HA, 

England. Tel: (0378) 77762/3 
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A complete software suite for £30? We check it out. 



15 TROJAN LIGHT PEN 

A budget pen-and-menu art package on test. 



18 FAMOUS FIVE 



Whatever PCW you own, an alternative printer 
widens your options. Five printers on test. 




25 TEXT EDITING FOR FREE 

CP/M's standard editor ED explained, 

29 CASE IN POINT 

Bringing religion bang up to date with a PCW. 

32 LOCOSCRIPT LAYOUTS 

Put what you want where you want on the page 
with Loco 2. 



36 ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE 



Business booming? What about doing your 
accounts properly. 



40 BOOK REVIEWS 

Two DTP books and the new BASIC manual 
reviewed. 

43 PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES? 

Bored with BASIC? Make the right next step. 



46 COMPETITION TIME 



Win a daisywheel or dot matrix printer for your 
PCW, and have some fun with our trivia quiz too. 



49 GOOD DTP GUIDE 

The good, the bad and the ugly of layout style. 
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55 LANGFORD'S PRINTOUT 

DL takes a caustic look at the technology 
revolution. 

57 DATA PROTECTION ACT 

Your rights and obligations under the new Act. 

59 PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Some festive programs from the public domain. 

62 LISTINGS PLUS 

A type-in indexing program and other do-it-yourself 
goodies for BASIC buffs. 

69 TIPOFFS 

Three pages of golden nuggets on all aspects of 
the PCW. 
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The definitive guide to PCW software. This month: 
spreadsheets, graphics and games. 
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Feeling poor after Christmas? Save some money. 
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Your letters, loves and loathes. 
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HOTSHOT 1.2 



HOTSHOT sits in the background of your Locoscript word processor ready to 
be called up at the press of a key. It doesn't matter what you are doing in 
Locoscript. HOTSHOT is always waiting tar you. 

Every extra needed to make your working life efficient. 

You're writing a letter and need a VAT price, use HOTSHOT's calculator. 



You're using a speadsheet and need to make some notes, use HOTSHOT's 
notepad. You need the address of the person you're writing to. use 
HOTSHOT's addresa book and unique 'COPY' function, the address drops 



into the letter you'fe writinq. You need to remind yourself of something later on, 
use HOTSHOT's timer* alarm clock. You need to size your document, use 
HOTSHOT's word counter. 

Although such package* hive been releaeed before, HOTSHOT's trump 

card I* that It can be accessed tram within Locoecrlpt 
. 24 hour timer and alarm clock 
. sophisticated calculator 

. electronic diary to keep track of important events 
. address book with alphabet c sort 
. note pad with unique index markers 
. locoscript word counter, ideal for authors 
, encode/decode Locoscipt files, password prevents unauthorised access 

Com pat We with Locoscript 1.2 for the PCW 8256*6512 



£24.95 



Not so much a 
LIGHTNING BASIC EXTENSION 
... more a way of life 



70+ keywords and 100% PGW compatibility, the ultimata PCW 

Basic extension. 

. all functions use simple Basic keywords, no need for Calls or Pokes 
. contains all the relevant functions of 'All you ever...' plus many new 
features in an ideal environment for the Basic programmer 
. includes Sprite and Icon commands for brilliant graphic output 
. medium and high resolution graphics - points, lines, circles, fills 
. extra editing facilities, variable list, search etc. 
. full A4 screen dumps to dot matrix printer 
. UDG's and new character sets 
. instant screen recall 

New Basic keywords Include: 

Icon Create/ Place/ Move. Sprite Create/ PI ace/ Move, Time Set/Read. User, 
Vlist, Window, Wait, Draw/Undraw, Plot/Unplot, Line/Unline. Flash, Desk, 
Doke, Disc Save/Load. Screen Dump/Save/ Load, Cursor Anywhere. Graphics 
High/Medium/Prinl, Keys. Beep, Yodel, Getkey, Question, Word address. 
Juggle char set, Printer Condense/Ec ho/Text/ Reset. Reverse video, Memory 
Load/ Save and many more. 

'Lightning Basic' is compatible with PCW 82S6/8S12/9512 £ 24.95 



BRIDGE PLAYER 2000 
WITH TUTOR 



. This is the Bridge Player for both the expert and beginner, with versatile 
. bidding that sals a really high standard, matched by powerful card play. 
. Generates random hand* and allows proper bidding in the ACOL system. 

using Stayman, Blackwood and a choice of No- Trump convention. 
. Integral Tutorial section with 20 set hands, advice and explanation. 
. Massive range of options and comprehensive information displays. 

"The program is very well thought thwugh and serves a dual function. First 

of all, it you want to (earn how to play than you can do so easily in Tutor mode, 

and secondly, if you can play but can't find three others to play with then here's 

your chance to keep your hand In using Player mod*. 

The Tutor teaches you the game as you play by ensuring that you don't make 

wrong moves. At the end of the game you get a lull page ol text analysing the 

whole game, explaining the bidding process and sequence ol play, together 

with an analysis o' underlying tricks and possible alternative ways to outflank 

your opponents. 

In the Player mode there's a wide range of restart and go back one move 

opt lone which ensure you can learn something new each time. 

The display la fine, the table sits in Ihe middle and you play your round with 

lot* of Info about the last trick and the score displayed around Ihe edge ol the 

screen. 

This is a very thoughtful way to get the most out of Bridge on the 

computer ... Bridge Player 2000 is a good one' PC Plus 

"Large and simply explained Tutorial, easy lor beginners, could easily keep 

a Bridge Player occupied for Ihe rest of eternity' 6000 Plus 

Bridge Player 2000 is compatible with PCW 8256/8512/9512 £ 15.95 



all you ever wanted to know about 
GRAPHICS, THE UNIVERSE 

AND EVERYTHING FOR PCW 
... but were afraid to ask 



50+ routines and 100% PCW compatibility, tha ultimate PCW 
toolkit 

. create devastating graphics using fast, smooth sprites 

. make direct use of RAM disc 

. create User Defined Graphics 

. modify character set, send UDG's and enlarged characters to dot matrix 
printer 

. experiment with sound routines 

. directly access Video Ram 

. discover hitherto unpublished hardware information. Port specifications 
and Edge Connector diagram 

. easy to use from BASIC, PASCAL, C, Assembler etc. 

. access to GP/M functions, full source coda supplied 

Routines Include: 

Li nedraw/ Erase. Pixel Plot/Erase, Flood Fill, Create Sprite, Plot Sprite, Move Sprite, 

Change Char Set, UDG's, Turn Screen On/Off, Invert Screen, Sound, Send UDG's 

and Double Height/ Double Width Chars to dot matrix printer, Wait for Frame 

Flyback, Delay. Random iser. Move Cursor anywhere. Read Joystick, Disc Moter 

On/ Off. Full Software Reset, Save/ Load Memory from Disc or RAMdisc, Find 

System Clock, Save'Load Screen and much more I 

Comprehensive manual plus detailed documented source code. 

'All you ever ,..' is compatible with PCW 8256/8512/9512 £ 19.95 



3-D CLOCK CHESS 



The strongest playing program, the most advanced 3D graphics, the power to 
play Incredibly last with an unsurpassed range ol options. 

Strong - the ultimate PCW chess program using advanced artificial intelligence 

techniques. 

Faet - 30 CLOCK CHESS is incredibly (est, and you can determine the level of play 

by setting Its response time In any ol four different modes to give hundreds of 

DOSS-iblfi IsvflJs 

Penetrating - 3D CLOCK CHESS has amazing power, at tournament levels it looks 

ahead at least seven moves deep, trying tens of thousand of lines of play. 

Friendly - It comes with every possible feature, keeping you fully informed about its 

own thought processes. An ideal tutor for beginner and expert alike. 

3D Graphics - 3D CLOCK CHESS uses realistic 3D graphics, not crude line 

drawings like other PCW chess programs. 

Opening book - 3D CLOCK CHESS plans appropriately for each stage of the game. 

In the opening it is abie to draw on its extensive opening library of moves. 



a Is what Jon Speelman, Grandmastsr and British Chess 

■mplon says: "Wit 
graphics, I can confiden 
3D CLOCK CHESS is compatible with PCW 8256/8512/9512 



BBS 

With its strong playing program and excellent 3D 
aphics, I can confidently recommend 3D CLOCK CHESS" 

£15.95 



please rush me the following fltfes for my PCW 8256/8512/9512 



X 



PRODUCT PRICE 

Hotshot 1.2 £24.95 

All you ever wanted,. £19.95 

Lightni ng Basic Extension £24.95 

3D Clock Chess £15.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £ 15.95 

Postage to Europe (per Item) £ 1.20 

Postage ex Europe (per item) £ 2.00 
UK post and packing included 
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CP SOFTWARE, Stonefield, 198 The Hill, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX8 4HX 
Credit Card Hotline: 0993 82 3463 Telex: 57784 MCCL G 
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Future Publishing is looking for a 
Production Editor. Based in Bath, the 
job will initially entail liaising between 
the editorial and art teams on 8000 
Plus and Diesel Car magazines, with 
specific responsibility for computer 
typesetting, proofreading, and 
possibly some sub-editing. Excellent 
prospects etc, as all adverts say. 

Our production process is 
completely electronic, using an 



Apple Macintosh desktop publishing 
system. Specific Macintosh 
experience isn't necessary, but an 
aptitude for the vagaries of 
computers is. Also vital is a sense of 
humour in adversity, and the ability 
to nag recalcitrant editors in a kindly 
but firm way. 

To apply, please send a CV to 
Chris Anderson at our Bath address. 




Just fancy that! 



Probably not many readers are aware 
of the politicking in the world of Amstrad 
magazines, but here's a funny story. At 
least, we laughed. 

There is a company called 
Database who publish two PCW 
magazines. This same company also 
has a software arm which publishes, 
among other products, Mini Office 
Professional, which we are reviewing 
this month. 

We tried to get hold of a copy of 
Mini Office Professional to review, but 
were repeatedly told that it was not yet 
available. It turns out in the event that 
the package was on sale in Bath for two 
weeks while 'not yet available', so in the 



end we swallowed our pride and 
actually bought a copy to review. 

Surely no-one could be so cynical 
as to think that Database might be 
holding their products back from rival 
magazines so as to ensure exclusive 
reviews for their own magazines? 
Goodness no And just to show there 
are no hard feelings, we even gave it a 
good write-up. 



Picture-book story 

Thinking up something funny to say 
about CP/M and LocoScript is pretty 
hard work, but to our amazement our 
loyal cartoonist Chris Garrett seems 
to manage the impossible every 
month. Although a normally shy 
Brummie, Chris has let slip this 
month that he is getting married - 
congratulations from us all. 
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DEARTH INVADERS 



71 s Christmastime again" - or it you've picked this issue up in January, 'So 
that was Christmas, was it?" Christmas means snow. Bitty Smart's Circus, 
wrecking the results ol I IV? months' dieting, another Bond film on TV. and 
games 

Games. Now there's a tunny thing. Future Publishing - the company 
behind 8000 Plus - publishes several other magazines which rely on games 
software for their appeal. On those magazines, Christmas is the premier 
issue ol the year. Advertising sales boom, and all the software bouses rush 
to get the megagame out to catch the kids ' stockings. 

The state ot the games market on PCWs is very puzzling. In the three 
months leading up to Christmas there have really been only two or three new 
games released on the PCW. 8000 Plus readers may not be teenagers, but 
are by no means averse to a bit ot fun. Some games nave sold very welt on 
the PCW- The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy' and Scrabble' are 
probably two of 8000 Plus's best-selling Special Offer items of the last year. 

So why is it that the market lor PCW games is dead in its disc box? It's 
just the preconceptions of alt concerned really Software houses have 
convinced themselves that the PCW is a 'business machine ' - but then again 
there is a plethora ot games for the much more businessy IBM PC. PCW 
owners have convinced themselves that 'games' mean Space Invaders and 
vacuous zapping noises - but then again in our recent reader survey over 
hall ol you said you owned a game. 

What we need is some intelligent light entertainment to bhng the New 
Year in. In 1988. bow about PCW Backgammon. PCW Draughts and a PCW 
card game pack with Canasta, Rummy and so on? We alt bought our PCWs 
tor word processing, but that doesn't mean we aren't humans too. 

Here 's to a happy and tun new year. 




8000 
PLUS 



The February 
issue of 8000 
Plus will be on 
sale Thursday 
January 21st — 
break the New 
Year ice with us. 



8000 PLUS 5 




The Spelling Corrector and Proof Reader 
for LocoScript2 on your PCW8512 or 8256 
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' Replacement: 



trouble 



Now just £19.95 



Replace and then edit 
Edit this word 
Consult dictionary 
Ignore this word 
Hark this word correct 
Add to user dictionary 



'" 



78,0QQ?word dictionary 
■ 
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dilating 

dilation 

dilations 

dilative 

dilator 

dilatorily 

dilator iness 

dilators 

dilennatic 

dilettante 

dilettantes 

dilettanti 

dilettantish 

dilettantism 

diligence 




Buy with LocoScript 2 and save W5j 

LocoSpell checks your typing against Longman's 78,000 
word dictionary. When LocoSpell spots a mistake, you can 
accept its suggested correction, correct the word yourself, or 
add it to your own private dictionary. 

LocoSpell will run on a PCW8256 or PCW8512 with LocoScript 2 version 2.03 01 later. On aPCW with 51 2K memory the 78,000-woid dictionary can 
be read into memory when LocoScript is loaded, and is then always available until it is deleted or LocoScript is re-started. With 256K memory, the 
7 8, 000-word dictionary can only be used from disc, though a 17, 500 -word dictionary can be used from memory. Locomotive Software recommends 
the upgrading of PCW8256s to 51 2K memory for the best operation of LocoSpell. The Locomotive Memory Upgrade Kit is available for this purpose. 



To: Nicola Ewart, Locomotive Systems, 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Phone (0306) 887902 

Name 

Address 



Please send me the following products 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 

□ 



LocoSpell for LocoScript 2 

require! LocoScript 2.03 or late;. 

LocoScript 2 

LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell 

Memory Upgrade Kit 

Total 
I enclose a cheque payable to 

Locomotive Systems Limited 
Charge to my Access Card 



£19.95 

£19.95 
£34.90 
£24.95 



Postcode 
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NEWS PLUS. 



Printer peace 

Peace has broken out between 
Arnstrad and Epson following 
threats of legal action when 
Amstrad started using the letters 
10' in the names of their letter 
quality printers - a designation 
that Epson regarded as their own. 

In a press release from 
Amstrad it was announced that 
"An understanding has been 
reached" and that both 
companies will continue to use 
the LQ designation on their 
printers. 

"Amstrad has always 
recognised that the printer 
designation LQ in combination 
with a number is a designation 
that has been previously used, is 
presently used and will in future 
be used on a range of Epson 
letter quality printers," say 
Amstrad. 

However, Epson have not 
insisted that Amstrad cease using 
the LQ prefix* To demonstrate the 
new-found understanding 
between the companies, Amstrad 
have revealed that they plan to 
launch the LQ5000 (a wide 
carriage printer) this month, while 
Epson will be launching the 
LQ500 (no relation) at the same 
time. 



Amstrad gets serious 



The increasing importance to 
Amstrad of serious computers 
(including the very serious 
PCW) is shown up clearly in the 
company's annual report. This 
year the 'business' sector has 
overtaken 'leisure' as the most 
important part of Sugar's 
empire. 

The turnover from the 
business side which covers 
PCWs, PCs and printers has 
leapt from £115m in 1986 to £277m 
in 1 987, working out at 54 per cent 
of the total turnover. This is despite 
the fact that 1 986/87 was the first 
year that the leisure side, which 
covers CPC computers plus all the 
video and audio products, has 
included revenue from the takeover 
of Sinclair and sales of its 
Spectrum computers. 

Interestingly, despite what is 
obviously a concerted attack on the 
North American market by Amstrad 
(the 9512 was seen in America first 
and the new portable PC had a 
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PCW9512toPCW8256 



PCW951 2 owners who want to be 
able to transfer files to 8256s have 
problems - the 9512 can read 8256 
discs but not vice versa. 

To solve the problem Three Inch 
Software have launched a 
collection of utilities that are 
claimed to solve such questions of 
compatibility. Using their toolkit, 
called the PCW9512 Rescue Kit, 
they say you can format and write 
files to single density discs, and so 
read them on an 8256. 

Another area where the kit is 
claimed to help is where you have 
'auto-boot' discs which run on the 
8256. These are often games which 
do not run from CP/M but have to 



be loaded when the machine has 
just been switched on or has been 
restarted - they won't start on the 
9512'sdisc drive. 

The answer according to Three 
Inch Software is to copy it from the 
original disc to a new disc that will 
suit the 9512 using one of their 
utilities. Although admitting that in 
some cases the protection written in 
to the software might prevent this, 
they claim that they have had 
considerable success with the 
method. 

All this for E9.95. Anyone with 
compatibility problems will probably 
want to contact Three Inch 
Software on 01 -546 2754, 



launch on both sides of the Atlantic 
simultaneously) the sales have 
actually dropped there. The North 
American market was actually £3.5 
m down on the previous year and 
only represents 2.6 per cent of the 
company's business. Britain still 
provides 43 per cent. 

In the annual report Alan Sugar 
admitted that America is "a very 
dangerous market" and he assured 
shareholders that the USA would 
not be allowed to drain company 
resources and that he would lake a 
personal interest in the 
development of these markets." 



It certainly seems as though 
Amstrad will be looking to 
overseas markets to sustain 
the amazing growth of the 
company. In the last four years 
they have almost doubled their 
sales and profits each year 
although Sugar warned that 
"we must realistically accept 
that we cannot achieve the 
doubling effect we have 
experienced in the past." 
However he does suggest that if 
they could achieve the market 
penetration in foreign markets that 
they have achieved at home they 
could boost the turnover five times. 

Tantalisingly, while Sugar 
referred to forthcoming 
"consolidation and seed planting" 
he also promised a range of 
business machines that will 
penetrate sectors of the market not 
covered by existing products and 
"two completely new exciting 
product areas". 



Show dates changed 

The Amstrad Computer Show 
planned for London at the end of 
January has been delayed for a 
week because of the delay in 
installing one computer. Due to 
the increasing size of the the 
show it had outgrown the 
Alexandra Pavilion and is to be 
held in the Alexandra Palace's 
Great Palace which is at present 
being renovated. 

But a delay in installing the 
computer which acts as the nerve 
centre for the new exhibition 



complex has meant that the show 
has had to be put back. The new 
dates are February 4th to 6th, 
exactly a week after the dates 
originally advertised. 

The new-look Great Palace 
will offer 4000 sq. metres of space 
and the organisers Database 
Exhibitions expect 15,000 plus 
visitors and 90 plus exhibitors 
we'll be there too. For further 
details and tickets phone 
0525 878888. 



Meet the Z88 

As a sign of how popular the 
Cambridge Computer Z88 
portable word processor is with 
PCW owners, a London company 
C Port have just launched a Z88- 
to-PCW Import/Export kit to take 
all of the worries out of 
transferring files between the two 
computers. 


once) and allows you to run the 
PCW printer from the Z88 direct. 

It also gives you full 
instructions specifically for the 
PCW which might prove 
invaluable to anyone who has 
grappled unsuccessfully with the 
Z88 or the PCW manuals. 


For £24.95 you get a cable to 
connect the Z88 to the PCW 
serial interface, and software to 
make the transfer easy. The 
CPS8256 serial interface box is 
not included in the price. 

The menu-driven program 'i 
allows you to easily transfer in 
both directions (including 
transmitting batches of files at 
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Post nuclear games 



Calling all Hobbits 

Anyone who is having problems 
producing Tolkienesque runes on 
their PCW can breathe a sigh of 
relief following the introduction of 
Complement- a set of fonts for use 
with Newsdesk International and the 
Electric Studio graphics program. 

Dragonfly Designs have 
produced a package with Art 
Nouveau, Art Deco, futuristic and 
textured fonts, thick and thin capitals 
and outline fonts. All this and a 
selection of snip art 'borders' 
including Celtic patterns. To delight 
in this plethora of visual stimulae you 
need only £1 2.50 and the energy to 
write to Dragonfly Designs, 58 The 
Shrublands, Horsford, Norwich. 
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Mindfighter Horn Abstract Concepts 
is a text and graphics adventure 
based around life in Southampton 
after a nuclear holocaust. You take 
the part of a young boy who can - if 
you finish the game - save the 
world and civilisation as we know it. 

The difference in this game, 
Abstract Concepts say, is that each 
character has emotional as well as 
physical characteristics which 
makes the game change every time 
you play. Even the weather can 
affect the course of the story. One 



thing puzzles us - how can you tell 
the difference between pre- 
holocaust and post-holocaust 
Southampton? 

Interestingly enough, even 
though the PCW is not the main 
target machine for Mindfighter, 
Abstract Concepts do all their 
program development on PCWs 
and then port it across to Atari STs 
and other machines. 

Mindfighter will be marketed by 
Activision in the new year. 



Modules Available 

SM Engineering (0323 766262), 
whose PCW hardware interface 
was reviewed in last month's 
8000 Plus, have announced 
that the 8-bit Analogue to 
Digital Converter {£39.95) and 
the 8-bit Digital to Analogue 
Converter (£29.95) promised in 
the review are now available. The 
company have also announced 
that they have produced a 30 
page manual to go with the 
interface. Here's a picture of the 
interface driving a robot arm to 
tempt you. 



'Copy me a file, Jeeves' 



Kempston have released a new 
utility program for their mouse 
under the unforgettable name of 
'Jeeves'. Based on the same idea 
as Write Hand Man the new 
program is a 'memory resident' 
organiser which allows you to call 
up disc file management functions, 
a calculator, a calendar, a clock or 
a phonebook while you are using 
another CP/M program. 

Just by clicking your Kempston 
mouse you can call up Jeeves and 
then return to your word-processor 
or spreadsheet where you left it. 
Jeeves seems aimed more at the 
general user unlike the programmer 
biased Right Hand Man. It makes 
full use of the WIMP environment 
so that you copy or delete files by 
dragging icons. 



You can also display the clock 
on screen white using other 
programs to show just how much of 
your life you spend staring at the 
green screen. 

Jeeves is available for £79.95 



including a mouse, or £29.95 for 
existing mouse owners. A 
keyboard-only version to run 
without the mouse is expected. 
Kempston are on 0908 690018. 




A Interrupting a busy session on the spreadsheet Id 
call up the services ol Jeeves. 



Loco price cuts 

Locomotive software have 
announced price cuts over their 
range of LocoScript 2 add-ons. 
Previously selling at £39.95 
each, the LocoSpell spelling 
checker is being reduced to 
£19.95 and the LocoMail 
mailmerger to £29.95. LocoScript 
2 itself remains at £19.95, but a 



package of LocoScript 2 and 
LocoSpell is going for £34.90. 

The price cuts don't apply to 
LocoScript 1 versions of LocoSpell 
and Mail, since it seems that the 
marketing rights for those belong 
to Arrtstrad not Locomotive. 

Another goody, of special 
interest to 9512 owners, is a new 



LocoMail user guide at £14.95. 
This will cover all the advanced 
features like arithmetic, conditional 
printing and invoicing not fully 
documented in the 9512 manual, 
plus detailed worked examples. 
Phone Locomotive on 0306 
887902. 
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LocoScript 2 -the 
book! 

The country's technical authors are 
catching up fast with LocoScript 2. 
and to prove the point two new 
books on it have just been 
published. 

First off the blocks is LocoScript 
2 on the Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 
and 9512 from the redoubtable Ian 
Sinclair, published by BSP 
Professional books. It costs £9.95. 
has 160 pages of detailed 
instructions for both 8000 series 
and 9512 users and has a full index. 
Eagle-eyed readers will be amused 
to see that the front cover shows a 
photo of a PCW running LocoScript 

1 - oops. For details phone BSP at 
0865 240201 or order it form any 
bookshop quoting ISBN 0-632- 
02185-3. 

The other launch is LocoScript 

2 & Amstrad PCW Computers by 
John Hughes (who has written for 
8000 Plus in the past). Published by 
Sigma, it has the distinction of being 
'authorised' by Locomotive 
Software. 

Among other features are two 
chapters on the LocoMail 
mailmerger, and also a section on 
general software which now gives 
details on how to use SuperCalc. It 
costs £1 1,95. Phone your order 
direct to Freephone 3577, or again 
try bookshops quoting ISBN 1- 
85058-0979-9. 




We needed even more space to show 
you all that's new in the 
Amstrad marketplace 
=to we've moved to 



The Great Hall 

Alexandra Palace 

Wood Green, London 
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10 am - 6pm Thursday, 
10am - 6pm Friday, 
10am - 4pm Saturday, 



February 4 



February 5 



February 6 







here! % 

This is YOUR chance to 
try out for yourself the 
new Amstrad portable 
- the machine the 
press is raving about! 



o w to get t 



It's so easy to get to the show - by car, 
rail, underground or bus. Alexandra 
Palace has its own British Rail station, 
whisking visitors to and from King's 
Cross in just nine minutes. And there's 
-a free bos service shuttling between 
station and show every 10 minutes. 
If you're travelling by road the show is 
only 15 minutes away from function 25 
on the MZ5 — and all car parking is 
free, 
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Cut the queues and 
save £1 per head - 
with this advance 
ticket order form 



I 



Advance ticket order 



Please supply 

□ Adulttickelsat£3(save£l). £ 

□ Under- 1 6s tickets at £ I (save £ I ) .. i 

Total £_ 

□ Cheque enclosed made payable lo 
Database Publications Ltd 

fl Please debit my credit card account 



- COMPUTER 




□ Access / Visa 



A dm ission at door: 
£3 (adults), 
£2 (under ISs) 



Advance ticket Older* mast 
be received by Wednesday, 
jMiwy 21, IMS 



The Great Hall ■ 

Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Park ■ 
Wood Green, London NZ2 

February 4-6 ' 

Post to: Amstrad Show tickets, 
Europa Bouse, AdUngton Park, 

Adlington, Macclesfield SK10 5NP. ■ 

Name 

Address 

Signed I 

PHONE ORDERS: Ring Show Hotline: 0625 819940 | 

PRESTEL ORDERS: KEY '89, THEN 6145683*3 
MICROLINK ORDERS: MAILBOX 72:MAG001 
Please quote credit card number and full address + A 226 

Amstrad is a trade mark ofAmstrsd PIJC 






OFFICE 

Rob Ainsley looks at an all-in-one database, 

spreadsheet, word processor, graphics and 

comms pack. Can it be true? 



9512 note 

Mini Oft re Professional will run 
on the PCW95I2. although there 
are certain restrictions. The 

graphics module will produce the 
results on the screen pertectly 
well, txil unless you have a dot 
math* primer ol course you can! 
prim I hern oul 1 



33 Hocgily Crescent 



Ifil ]RR Telephone nurter Calcutta 35 
ft* next birtndw 

Date joined il/W I3K 

Mstripl'm k £ 
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MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
£29.95 • Database Software (0625 878888) 
• All PCWs 

After the euphoria of printing your first LocoScript letter or 
running your first BASIC listing subsides, what next? All the 
magazines talk confidently of spreadsheets, databases, 
communications, graphics packages and so on. Sure, it 
would be nice to be able to buy them all, but there just isn't 
enough time to try them all out, and there isn't enough 
money to buy one of each. 

Seeing a gap in the market for a good, economical suite 
of office- use programs. Database Software have developed 
Mini Office Professional. This is a follow up to their best- 
selling Mini Office II pack which has sold exceptionally well 
on other computers - although Professional is a whole new 
program, not an adaptation For just thirty pounds you get 
two floppy discs comprising an integrated package of a 
database, a spreadsheet, a graphics program, a 
word processor, and communications functions. It sounds too 
good to be true. 

The database 

Everybody who has a PCW has the LocoScript word 

processor, so it's usually 
a database which is the 
popular first choice of 
new software. The Mini 
Office database is a 
pretty standard card- 
index type, much the 
same as First Base, for 
example. You set up 
your fields (name, 
address, telephone 
number) and choose the 
type of field - text string, 
a number, a date or an 
amount to be calculated 
from some other fields, 
such as balance of 
account. The range of 
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functions available for calculations is powerful and includes 
IFs and NOTs as well as the arithmetical operators. 
Impressively, you can have up to 255 fields (the high- 
powered dBase II at £100 can only take 32 fields) so you 
could use this for a variety of specialist applications, for 
example logging results from detailed questionnaires. 

You are shown a blank card' and mark out the position 
and size of each field using the cursor keys - you can also 
insert text headings if you want. The functions of editing 
data, sorting, printing out reports' from your data and so on, 
are chosen from menus, and alt are done quite easily and 
logically. 

As with any good database, you can select certain 
records over one or more fields - for example, all your 
London customers, or all Manchester customers who owe 
you money - and make them into a new database, leaving 
the old one intact. You can sort too, over a combination of 
fields, so you might have your customers re-sorted in order 
of how much money they owe you, with those owing the 
same amounts (tor example nothing) sorted by region and 
sub-sorted alphabetically within each region. 



Handsome prints 

The print facilities allow you to print out the contents of each 
card you have defined, with nice touches such as having the 
option of putting the field names in italics. You may wish to 
print only certain items of information from each field, for 
example names and addresses only for a labelling run. In 
this case you would use the Reports/Labels' option which 
allows you to select any combination of fields and print them 
out a label-sized form with additional text if required, A 
thoughtful feature is that you can select a 'test print' to print 
out just the first two rows of labels, and hence check the 
alignments. 

You can do simple arithmetic on number stored in fields, 
and you can also ask for the total of some field over all the 
records - so you could find the total amount of money owed 
you, for example. A novel feature is the ability to change all 
figures in any field at a stroke: for example, if you wish to 
raise subscription rates payable, you can add £1 to this field 
in all records automatically, without having to alter each one! 
You can use data from your database to input to the word 
processor for use in simple mailshot runs. 

The only real minus point is that there doesn't seem to be 
a way of importing or exporting data, so you can't use data 
you've prepared under another database in this one or vice 
versa. Overall this is an excellent database and just by itself 
would be well worth £30. There are some nice touches to it 
and the ability to transfer data to the word processor part of 
Mini Office relatively simply will be invaluable to many users. 

The spreadsheet 

A spreadsheet - as regular 8000 Plusers will know - is a 
computerised doodling pad where you enter rows and rows 
of figures and can add them up, average them, and do a 
host of tricks to see what would happen if only you got that 
bank loan. 

The spreadsheet and the graphics modules in Mini Office 
go together nicely. The idea is that you can make a file of 
your spreadsheet data and use the graphics module to make 
it into a pie-chart or histogram, which is a lot clearer than a 
column, of figures. The spreadsheet itself is a pretty 
standard one with the usual features of entering numbers or 
text, doing arithmetic and 'replicating' (copying) entries etc. 

There are commands from A to Z ('automatic cursor 
mode' to zero all unlocked numeric cells') and most of them 
are reasonably easy to remember. Using auto update', you 
can have all your recalculations done automatically (ie. when 
you alter any entry on an existing spreadsheet all the figures 



ONTEST 



affected by it are immediately changed) or have it done 
manually, only when you require it, by pressing the [f3] key. 

When you come to print out your spreadsheet you can 
select various options such as draft or high quality, whether 
or not to print row or column headings, set the width of the 
printer, highlight certain rows or columns or specific cells by 
printing them in bold, etc. 

Well, print me sideways 

A particularly welcome feature of Mini Office's spreadsheet 
is the ability to print out a spreadsheet sideways. 
Spreadsheets can get quite wide, with too many columns to 
fit across an A4 sheet. By selecting the 'sideways' option 
from the print menu, you can rotate the whole spreadsheet 
through ninety degrees as it is printed, so that the columns 
come out down the page and the rows across (if you use 
continuous stationery, you can print out massive 
spreadsheets this way) 

There's no 'sort' facility {as there is on most other 
spreadsheet programs) so you can't rearrange your columns 
into alphabetical order, though this is hardly a major problem 
for the average user. According to the blurb on the box. the 
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maximum size of spreadsheet which can be handled is 
320k, which should be big enough for most purposes - 
SuperCalc's maximum is around 50k. 

Vou can save your spreadsheets to disc, of course, and 
on Mini Office you have the additional option of saving part 
of a spreadsheet ('a window) tor conversion into a graph - 
say the months January to December and the corresponding 
sales figures for each month 

Mini Office's spreadsheet has some excellent features 
not found on other more expensive spreadsheets, is easy to 
use, and can produce smart and efficient-looking results. 

Graphically described 

Having set up a data file from your spreadsheet, you can 
use it in the graphics program, or alternatively you can make 
up a data file just by typing in entries at the keyboard and 
use that. The graphics module will then turn these figures 
into a pie chart, a line graph, or a bar chart. You can include 
any text on these charts or graphs at any point, with the 
usual choice between double-width, double-height or normal 
characters, in normal, bold or dim text. You also have a 
selection of borders to place around your text. Screens can 
be printed out normally or sideways, or saved tor later use, 
and you can even select 2- or 3-dimensional display. 

The graphics side is one area where the manual is pretty 
weak, and you'll probably need a lot of experimenting or 
phone calls to database to get your first graph of a 
spreadsheet's results. This is not a full-blown graphics 
package - you can't draw or create shapes of your own, as 
on a purpose-built program; it's just an extremely useful add- 
on to the spreadsheet, and a useful utility for illustrating 
figures. Being simple and easy to use yet powerful, this 
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would be ideal for business reports and the presentation of 
data in general. 

The word processor 

You've probably already got a word processor, so the one 
supplied with Mini Office won't be the main reason for buying 
the package. However, since it ties in closely with the rest ot 
the Mini Office utilities there are arguments for learning to 
use it at least as an alternative to LocoScript. 

According to the advertising blurb, the word processor's 
three winning features are that it's lightning fast, displays a 
word count while editing and has double height characters - 
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i Setting up a mailmerge' skeleten an the ward processor 



DIY manual 



The accompanying manual to all this Is a slim, 
compact 67-page effort, and being ringbound 
It folds flat for easy reading. The features of 
each program are described reasonably 
clearly, with an example ot each, though there 
really isn't enough detail for folks who've 
never used a spreadsheet before, or who don't 
know what a database Is. The sheer power ol 
each of the programs means a lot of 
explaining has to be done, and while 67 pages 
Is a handy set of fl as heard s to the functions 



on each module, to do the suite full justice 
would take something like twenty times that 
amount (the 9512 manual, for example, takes 
over 600 pages to describe 
LocoScript 'Spell'Mail and CP.'M In 
comprehensive but admirably brief clarity}. 

Having said this, Mini Office is a well- 
designed package, and once you have 
mastered the basics of how the menu system 
works you should be able to find your way 
around with a little common sense. 
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AMSTRAD COMPUTERS | Ask for our catalogue^ 



Tel. 01-993 7855 Fax. 01 -578 2352 



Your One-Stop Shopping Centre 



Calllers welcome - Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 

Companies why not open a Credit account for 

regular purchases and contract supplies 



LEISURE FOR YOUR PCW 



Batman £13.00 

Cyruas Chess II €14.00 

Lord or the Rings £18.00 

Fail-light £13.00 

Bridge Player £18.00 

Graham GooctVs Cricket £18.00 

Tomahawk £17.00 

Leather Goddesses £20.00 

Wishbringer £20.00 

Zorkl £20.00 

Enchanter £20.00 

Witness £20.00 

Ballyhoo ."..... £20,00 

Planetfatl £20.00 

Hitchhikers Guide £20.00 

Cutthroats £20.00 

French Mistress (Tutorial) £18.00 

Sorcerer „ £22.00 



AMX MOUSE WITH DESKTOP 

Graphic Font End — Oak Diary, Phone Addrett Book — 
Memopad C6B.50 



COPY HOLDER 



• Adjustable 
•Desk Clamping 
■ Vereatie 
•Convenient 

Only £19.50 







PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



F looi Si root E d not P lue £ t 9 A 5 

Electric Studio — News desk 1 n le i n a io rial E 3 8 . 52 

The Database Publisher (Software) £28.75 

Database Desktop P ubl Is her (with AM X M ous e) £67.85 



DISC STORAGE 



80X CLEVER and protect 
your disks with these high quality 
perspex. ktckabla storage boxes 

Holds 20-3- Disks 1 Cases 

AMS 20L £9.95 




Low 



«2> RIBBONS 



i 

DMP 1 E3.90 

PCW82S6/8512 ....£4.45 

PCW825676512 Red or Blue £5.45 

PCW8256/8S12 Carbon £5.45 

DMP 200073000 £4.-45 



2+ 
£3.70 
£3.85 
£4.85 
£4.85 
£3.85 



LISTING PAPER 



SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTING 

Sage Popular Accounts 

Sage Payroll 

Sage Invoice/Stock Control 

Sage Accounts Plus 

Camsoft Invoice/Stock/Sales ledger . 

Camsoft Payroll 

MAP Integrated 

Sandpiper Accounting System 



... £84.95 
... £59.45 
...£59.45 
.£127.45 

... £79.96 
...£39.96 
.£119.20 
.£120.00 



WORDPBOCESSING 

Locomail 

Locospel! 

New Word 11 

Micro Pro Pocket Wordstar 

Micro Pro Pocket Wordstar Deluxe 

Pretext 

Tasword 8000 



|Locoseripl2 



.£31.96 
.£31.96 

£55.96 
.£39.99 
.£55.96 
.£63.16 

. £20.40 

.Eia.soj 



GRAPHICS 

DRDraw £39.98 

DR Graph £39.96 

Electric Studio Lightpen £64.00 

Electric Studio Mouse Set £114.00 

Electric Studio Video Digitiser £92.50 

PCW COMMUNICATION 

Sage E Mail E59.95 

Sage Viewdata £59.95 

Sage Comro (E&V) £84.99 

Sage Chit Chat (E&V) includes Modem £20 9.00 

TUTORIAL EDUCATIONAL 

Locoscript Cassette £9.95 

CPM Plus Basic Cassette £9.95 

French Mistress £18.95 

German Master £19.95 

Spanish Tutor £1 8.95 



SPECIAL OFFERS on Typrng Tulors 



SPREADSHEET 

AmsoFt Supercalc II 

Newstar Cracker II 

Caxton Scratchpad Plus , 



.£41.65 
.£41.65 
.£47.99 



DATABASE 

dBase II 

Caxton Condor I 

Caxton Cardbox 

Sage Retrieve 

Camsoft Cambase II 

TAS 

Amsoft Microti I a/Microword 

Amor Prospell 

Sage Magic Filer 



.£119.95 
...£79.99 
... £47.92 
...£55.99 
... £39.96 
.£101.95 
...£39.95 

£23.96 

... £55.89 



I 



UiohOuoHy 
PCW 8256/8512 


..£11.45 


PC 1512 - 


£8.50 


DMP 2000/3000 „.. 


£4.50 


DMP4O00 


£5.50 



M 



With Master Scan you 
/PPTVy Gan reproduce any 
picture on your PCW 
screen - and print it 
out as often as you 
like. £63.25 
Incorporate graphics into packages as The 
Desktop Publisher, Reel Street Editor Plus and 
Newsdesk. Send Scanned images via modem to 
other PCVfs anywhere 



M\mWt padsit 

^^_^_^_ £-|7 25 

AmW "is"" 

MasterPalnt 
£69.00 



Caxton Touch 'n' Go . 
lansyst Crash Typing 
lansyst Two Fingers .. 



..£19.95 
..£19.95 
..£19.95 



HARDWARE PCW 



NOW IN STOCK - 

JgJLfT PCW9512 
^ljki£complete with 

Dalsywheel printer 

and FREE 

Ribbon & Printwheel 

OUR PRICE ONLY £545.00 

PRICES SLASHED ON 

PCW8256/8512 

PCW8256.C343 PCWB512 ....£453 

Additional Disk Drive for PCW 6256 .£144.50 

Modem... £99.95 

RS232 Interface £57.85 

6256 Memory Upgrade £27.50 



PART EXCHANGE 



WOULD YOU LIKE TO TRADE 

IN YOUR OLD PCW8256 or 

8512 FOR THE NEW PCW9512 

- THEN TALK TO US 



VAT INCLUDED 



3 AMSTRAD DISCS 



2000 sheets ITX 14.5" 1pt60gsm £15.50 

1000 Sheets 1 T X 9.5" 2pt. OTC £1 6.95 

2000 sheets 11*x 9.5" 1pt. 60gsm £13.49 

1000 Sheets 1TX 9.5" 2pt. NCR £22.16 

2000 sheets A4 Size 1pt.70gsm Micro Pert £15.94 

1000 sheets A4 Size 1pt. SSgsm Micro Perl.... £9.95 



COMPUTER LABELS 



1 across 2 across 
2000 3-/* X IV" £8.05" £9.20 

2000 3'/,' xl"/,; £10.65 £11.84 

2000 4" X1V • E8.65* E9.65 

2000 4" xl"/ ' .....£11.60 £12.72 

" available in Blue, Yellow, Pink, Green (£1 extra) 




CF2 

QTV 

5 £13.95 

10 ....£24.75 

20+ £48.00 



■DD 



CF2- 
QTY* 

5 £31.00 

LUS2JST. 10 ..£55.00 

t 20+ £99.00 



Other sizes of labels & Listing Paper available. Ask for details. 



You order by 3 pm We despatch by 4 pm 



Overseas customers are supplied Tax Free 



Hag 



Kavin Computer Supplies 
3 Market Place 
Acton, London W3 6AL 



All Products are covered by KCS Guarantee 



Mail Order + Export Hot Line Phone 01-993 1198 
Telex 947838 GEEWS Dept KCS All prices Include VAT 

P&P Charges - Ribbons 25p each 



Computer Listing Paper £3.00 per box 
All other items 50 p each. Maximum £7,50 



E3 



You order by J pm We despatch by 4 pm 




the wording has obviously been aimed at disgruntled 
LocoScripters. However, as there isn't actually a word 
counter at all on Mini Office, still less one you can see while 
editing, the advertising copy writers don't seem to have 
talked to the programmers recently. And you can do double 
height text, but only in dratt quality 

The good news though is that it's every bit as fast as it's 
claimed - so call it one and a half marks out of three. Even 
LocoSchpt 2, though fast relative to Loco 1 , can't compete; 
you can zip from top to bottom of your 60k document in 
under a second. The search-and- replace works fast too. 

Unlike LocoScript's menus, the word processor uses 
those control codes' you either love or hate - [SHIFT]-[ALT]- 
H defines a header, [ALT|-H marks the end; [ShHFT]-[ALT]-J 
justifies text; [EXTRA]-M marks a block of text and [SHIFT}- 
[ALT]-[DEL] deletes the block thus defined, and so on. As 
with WordStar or Protext, the codes seem stupid and difficult 
until you get used to them, when they seem logical and 



Reversed priorities 

There are some pleasant surprises in the word processor 
too. You can print out in reverse video, ie., white tetters on a 
black background; and there are those double height letters. 
Clever use of the PCW screen puts all the control characters 
(like the returns or tab characters in LocoSchpt) in a dim 
dark green for clear contrast with text as you read. Another 
splendid feature is the ability to print out to the screen an 
image of the final printed version, complete with headers, 
page numbers, double height letters, italics, bolds and so on, 
so saving much wasted paper and frustration. 

The 'disc management' system is similar to LocoSchpt in 
that you have the directory displayed and can move the 
cursor over the file you wish to edit or print. These main 
functions are chosen via a menu. Mini Office files cannot be 
read by LocoScript, or vice versa, unless you make and 
intermediate ASCII file. 

The most convenient use for Mini's word processor is 
integrating it with the database. You can use customer files, 
for example, created under the database, and set up a 
mailmerge letter skeleton with blanks for the computer to fill 
in with details from each customer - name, address, 
products, balance, etc. It's not a full mailmerger, and does 
not claim to be, because you can't do conditionals such as 
'only print this paragraph if the customer hasn't paid for six 
months'; however, you can approximate this ability by 
selecting certain sets first from the database (eg. customers 
who haven't paid for six months) and do a letter for each set. 

It's a good word processor, but it can't be expected to 
compare with LocoScript or Protext, of course. You may still 
prefer the convenience and familiarity of LocoScript for much 
of your work, or the power and flexibility of Protext for your 
bulk text processing, but as an integrated part of the 
database/spreadsheet/graphics system of Mini Office it is 
very useful. 

The communications kit 

Gearing up your PCW to speak to the outside world 
everyone's Waiter Mitty dream. Unfortunately this usually 
involves you in the expense of buying a modem, paying 
phone bills and struggling with generally unfriendly software. 

The comms software provided with Mini Office is as 
comprehensive as many other packages on the market, and 
certainly offers far more than Sage Chit-Chat, one of the 
current 'standard' packages. It can display both ordinary text 
screens and the Viewdata' block graphics screens used by 
Prestel For the cognoscenti, you are offered baud rates 
from 75 to 9600, separately set for receive and transmit, 
straight terminal emulation (for use with Telecom Gold) and 
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XMODEM and KERMIT 
file transfer protocols for 
error- proof transfer of 
long files. 

You can save setups 
under names and recall 
them, so once you have 
worked out the correct 
baud rates/parities etc. for 
a service you can forget 
them again. You can 
define keys, so set up 
one key to produce the 
famously long Telecom 
Gold passwords for you. 
Beginners will be pleased 
to know that Mini Office's comms setup comes 
pre configured to let you use the popular Telecom Gold and 
Prestel services. 

It's getting a bit tedious ending every section by saying, 
This part alone is worth £30", but it's true. Why spend £70 
on a comms pack when Mini Office Professional does it all 
quite adequately? 

The epoch making Mini 

There will be a lot of shaking heads in disbelief at this 
package. Any one of the programs could be sold at the price 
and get a satisfactory review - to have the five together for 
that price is simply astonishing. Each of the programs is 
well- written, easy to use, and there are many innovative 
features not found on more expensive packages. On a 
higher level, you have the convenience of integrating your 
database with your word processor, and your spreadsheet 
with your graphics module, without having to move into 
another package. If only there'd been a word counter, as the 
box claims there is, there would have been nothing to find 
wrong with it. 

Small businesses and clubs using PCWs will find the 
database ideal for customer records, the spreadsheet 
invaluable for budgets and projections, and the graphics 
package great for reports. For anyone else, if you're thinking 
of buying a good standard database or spreadsheet, it's 
difficult to think of a reason to buy anything else - and you'll 
be getting four other excellent programs effectively for free. 
For really heavy in-depth demands Mini Office won't replace 
the heavyweights like LocoMail. dBase, Masterfile, or 
Protext, but as an all-purpose package it's in a class of its 
own. 

Mini Office Professional has done for software what the 
PCW did for computer hardware. It has broken new ground 
in good program design and value for money If this doesn't 
become a standard business package, there's no justice. 



PLUSES 

Five genuinely powerful programs for the 

price of one 

Can transfer info from the database to 

word processor 

Can produce graphs of spreadsheet data 

Well designed menu operation makes it 

easy to use 

Tons of nice frills - double height text etc. 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ The range of features is too big for the 
manual to cover 

■ No wordcounter in the word processor 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



8000 PLUS 13 
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Business 

CONTROLLER 




DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



£99.95 io7d 



Atnmi-.ii) PCW owners appreciate the time-saving, flexibility and 
professional results using a word-processor. Business Controller offers 
similar benefits to computerising your accounts. From assisting day-to- 
day book-keeping, VAT Returns, etc., to complete End of Year accounts 
if you wish. It is designed for the small to medium sized business, whether 
a sole trader, partnership or limited company. 

In addition to recording UNLIMITED numbers of cash and bank 
transactions, Business Controller meets legal requirements and will show 
the full financial state of your business. Furthermore Accounting Ratios 
are available for those users wishing to closely monitor the performance of 
their business. 

'Accountant's Guide" is a separate booklet provided especially for users 
who wish to use this program in conjunction with their accountant/ 

financial adviser. The program is 
also suitable for practising Chartered 
Accountants, since any number of 
different Cash Books may be kept on 
a single Amstrad PCW. 

"Real Milling ... on easy way for the 
smalt business to do its Book-keeping on 
the PCW" - Computing with the 
Amstrad PCW. 




NEW 



£39.95 

101D 




ARE YOU SURE YOUR TAXMAN IS DOING HIS JOB CORRECTLY? 
Fully menu -driven, this UK income tax computation program will calculate 
your income U» liability for a given tax year (£4/85, 85/86, 86/87, 87/88) and 
provide the pertinent facts about your tax position . Information* which can be 

easily saved and amended, can be used to 
provide useful 'what if* calculation* on 
your tax liability. Guidance notes are 
provided for users unfamiliar with the 
operation of the UK tax system and a 
software update service is available for 
changes in legislation. This program is 
also ideal for practising Chartered Ac- 
countants, since any number of different 
clients may be processed on a single 
Amstrad PCW. 

"iiji fXirilffit program . .. I can unhesitatingly 
re commend FTP." — Computing with the 
Amstrad PCW. 



PERSONAL 
PLANNER 



£24.95 106D 



DATASTORE H 

Looking for fast access to stored data? What to create customised reports, 

mailing lists for printing labels, office and personal records with NO 

technical knowledge? 

Researched, developed and written exclusively for the Amstrad PCW, 

Datastore will fully utilise the facilities of your computer. 

ir Menu driven with prompts 

* Full tutorial for beginners 

* Automatic calculations on entry (useful for VAT, etc.) 

* Full mathematics {+, — , X, /, average) 

* Lightning search feature — typically under 4 seconds 

* Search on any field or any combination of fields for anything 

* Optional embedded siring and conditional search facility 

* 12,000 records and M fields 
*Y 1.49S characters per field 

* Numeric, string, date and money fields 

* 2 user-definable printing templates 

* Facility to change screen Ijyout AFTER entering your data 

* Uses RAM disk and 1 or 2 drives (therefore no repetitive disc swapping) 

* Cross referencing/merging between files 
Extra Options with DATASTORE II include: 

* Option to output to an ASCII file 

* Special 'recovery" utility to restore corrupt or deleted data 
A Simplified search procedure 

* Simplified merging of files 

"... very user friendly , . . real value for money" — Amstrad PCW Magazine. 
"... Datastore // is a marked improvement on I ... plenty of nice touches , . . 
— 8000 Plus. 



NEW 



mMMMlTL £24.95 

NO W LOCOSCRI PT 2 COM P ATI BLE 1 3 D 

Perhaps the only reasonable criticism of the Amstrad PCW might be the 

standard of the printer. Sunerrypell is a program which will offer you EIGHT 

new, radically different typeslyles. Each of them has its own distinctive, 

professional appeal, giving your documents an original facelift. 

Supertype II is unique in that it work* directly with LocoScript/ 

LocoMail/LocoSpell i l,ocoScfipt2 and all of your CP/M software. It supports 

all of the printer "high quality" modes including: enlarged, bold, emphasized, 

italic, etc. The ingenious thing about the program is that once you've installed 

your favourite font on a disc, you won't even notice the program working. You 

can run your programs in the normal way and everything will be the same 

except when you print out. Now it is even possible to select fonts from within 

Locoscript 2. 

"...a valuable addition to ike PCW's talents . . . very simple louse. .. leamt in IS minutes 

..." — 8000 Plus. 

"We've tried it with Locoscript and are loir it" — Official Amstrad User Club. 



Digito International Ltd. 

or Kelsey House, Barns Road, Budleigh Salterton, 

post to: D evon EX9 6HJ, England. 



CADMASTER LIGHT PEN 

£29.95 • Trojan Products (0792 205491) 
• All PCWs 

Despite the increasing uses of mice for creating graphics on 
the PCW many people still find the most natural way of 
drawing on the green screen is to use a light pen. However it 
has to be admitted that certainty at first attempt the 
Cadmaster light-pen does not really seem a natural tool for 
drawing. 

The Cadmaster light pen plugs onto the expansion port 
at the back of the PCW. There is no through-connector', so 
you can't use other expansion units at the same time, like a 
serial interface box When running the program, the PCW 
screen is divided in to three regions with Cadmaster: the 
menu, drawing and message areas. At the top of the screen 
is a list of menu choices like 'box', 'circle', text' and so on, 
with a blob beside each. To make a selection you point the 
light pen at the choice and wait for a second until the 
software registers your choice, 

If you have decided on some drawing action, you then 
have to use the pen to pick the screen position and 
dimensions for what you are drawing. You have to get used 
to the idea of 'arming your scan'. Before positioning anything 
on screen you have to 'point' at a menu choice marked 
Scan', which acts a bit like the [ENTER] key on the 
keyboard {using the [ENTER] key would be a lot easier). At 
this a massive black line ieaps from the side of the screen 
and hopefully stops at the point where the pen is pointed. 
After a short time the program fixes the point at the current 
pen position. 

This method is fine (if a little slow) for positioning shapes 
or boxes for copying but it does make free-hand drawing 
impossible. The situation is made worse by the fact that the 
cursor is so large you can only guess where a thin line is 
being drawn behind this massive shape. For other functions 
you have the choice of a 'target' cursor - a cross -wire 
version that at least gives the impression of being more 
accurate. 

Trojan have made it a point of honour not to use the 
keyboard at all - everything is by pen -and- menus. This is in 
fact tedious, and being able to use the cursor keys for fine 
tuning of position would be a real boon. 

Learning curve 

The pen-and-menu system is cumbersome to start with, but 
a little experience speeds things up - like realising you have 
to point the pen fractionally below Ihe spot you really want. 
However, even after considerable testing we were still not 
able to fathom how to draw a line free-hand' with the pen 
that went where it was supposed to go. At best it moved at 
random and at times it seemed to be able to guess which 
direction you wanted it to go in and went the opposite way. 
The handy Undo' function was by far the most used 
function. 

With any art' package that involves switching individual 
pixels on or off there are always going to be problems 
getting the exact pixel you want (they are pretty small after 
all) and with some it is probably easier to use the zoom' 
facility to make fine corrections. 

Trojan provide an excellent zoom facility with the choice 
of blowing up the area by 4,6,8 or 1 2 times. It also displays 
the section of screen you are working on at normal size to let 
you see the effect of the changes while they are made. 

However this has been spoiled by making the user follow 
the slowest, most tortuous procedure possible to make any 
changes. For a start the only way you can move the cursor 
round the screen is by activating the little cursor squares - 
not a very quick or accurate method. You then have to 
choose whether each pixel you want changed should be 
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The pen is mightier than the sword, but is the 
light pen mightier than the mouse? 



black or green one at a time. With the major changes that 
could be needed cleaning up any attempt at free-hand 
drawing this way could quickly become impractical 

It is a pity that these rather major faults spoil 
package that could, on a simple level, have 
worked quite successfully. There is a 
full range of shapes that can be 
achieved (box, triangle, 
circle, ellipse or cube) 
and there is a variety of 
thicknesses of line. 
There are 56 different fill 
patterns to chose from and 
you can create your own if 
you can't find one to suit. 

Even the text facility allows 
you to ring the changes quite 
successfully. Although there is 
only one type face you can vary it 
in theory, to 64 different sizes. This 
is achieved by varying the width or 
the height by a factor of eight. The 
program gives a reasonable choice at 
the time of printing producing a picture 
vertically or horizontally, large or small and 
at high or low density. 

Overall, Cadmaster is cheap, but its 
design faults render it unusable as a serious 
drawing program. Ml 




PLUSES 

Good choice of type sizes and fills. 
Inexpensive 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Slow and complicated procedure 

■ Very imprecise position control, making 
free-hand drawing virtually impossible. 

■ Mot allowing any key-press commands Is 
slow and frustrating. 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



8000 PLUS 15 



I WORD PRO CESSO RS I 

LOGOMAIL 1 £33.98 

LOCOSPELL 1 E33.S5 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 (NEW) E1B.B5 

LOCOSPELL 2 (NEW) E35.B5 

LOCOMAIL 2 (NEW) E35.95 

MICROWOR0/M1CROFILE £39.95 

NEWWORD 2 - „. £57 95 

POCKET PROTECT £34 95 

POCKET WORDSTAR „ £37.95 

POCKET WORDSTAR DELUXE £54.95 

PROSPELL » - £23.95 

PROTECT £57.95 

TASMAN TASPELL8000.... £14.95 

TASMAN TASPRINTBOOO £12.95 

TASMAN TASWORD 8000 E1B.95 

| ACCOUNTS I 

MAP INTEGRATED SUITE £1 39.95 

MICRO SIMPLEX £68.95 

MONEY MANAGER £21 .95 

MONEY MANAGER PLUS £33.95 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS £75.95 

SAGE POP. ACCOUNTS PLUS £1 14.95 

SAGE ACC. SUPER COMBO £149.95 

SAGE POPULAR INVOONG £53.95 

SAGE POPULAR PAYROLL £53 95 

SAGE STOCK h INVOICING £59 95 

SAXON CASH BOOK ACCOUNTS £25 95 



GRAPHICS 


DR DRAW 


.£44.95 


DR GRAPH 


. £44.95 


EXBASIC 

FLEET ST. EDITOR PLUS 


E11.45 

. £46.95 


GRAPHICS OPERATING SYS ...... .. 


.£59.95 


ELEC. STUDIO FONT LIBRARY 
ELEC. STU. SNIP ART (1-5J/EACH 

MGRODRAFT 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL. 

POLYPLOT 

POLYPPJNT 


£14.45 
.£14.95 
£68 95 
£35.95 
£22.95 
.£26.95 


POLY SERIES (COMPLETE) 


.£49.95 


POLY TYPEFACE 2 


.£17.95 


POLY TYPEFACE 3 _ 


.£17.95 


THE DESKTOP PUBUSHER 


£24.95 


| DATABASES 






CAM HA BE 


£44.95 


CARDBOX,.„ _ 


. £49.95 


CONDOR 1 


. £75.95 


DATABASE MANAGER _ 


.££6.95 


DELTA 1 .25 , 


. £76.95 


FLEXIFILE 


.£45. 9b 


M ASTERFILE BOOO 


.£44.95 


M ICBOFILE/M1CROWORD 


. £45.95 


SAGE RETRIEVE 


T53 95 




1 SPREADSHEETS 


CRACKER II 


.£38.95 


MULTIPLAN 


.£58.95 


SCRATCH PAD PLUS 


.£45.95 


SUPERCALC II 


£38.95 


| LANGUAGES 


ARNORC 


.£68.85 


DR C BASE COMPILER 


. £44.95 


DR PASCAL MT + » , 


. £44.95 






HISOFT C fWITH EDITOR) 


.£33.95 


HISOFT PASCAL 80 


.£33.95 


HISOFT OEVPAC 80 [VER 2) 

NEVADA COBOL™ 


.£33.95 
.£33.95 


THE KNIFE . 


. E18.95 


| GENERAL & UTILITIES 


AUDIO TUTORIALS „ 

CACTON TOUCH & GO 


...E8.B5 

.£18.95 


COMPANION 


..£17.95 


IAN KEY CRASH TYPING 


..£19.95 


IAN KEY TWO FINGERS 


..£19.95 


LABEL PRINTER 


..£22.95 


MASS EASY LABELLEH 


.. £28.95 


PLANfT „ 


..£22.95 


ROTATE 


..£19.95 


SAGE MAGIC FILER 


..£54.95 


THE FRENCH MISTRESS 


..£17.95 


THE GERMAN MASTER 


£17.95 


THE ITALIAN TUTOR 


..£17.95 



THE SPANISH TUTOR £17.95 

THE WELSH TUTOR „...£! 7.95 



9512 GOOD REASONS WHY NABITCHI WILL 
ALWAYS STOCK PCW'S! 



COMPUTERS 



FREE SECU RIGOR DELIVERY:- 
PCW 8256 COMPUTER. ..(299.00) . £343.85 
PCW 851 2 COM PUTER,..(388.00) . £456.85 
PC W 95 1 2 COM PUTER .. (489.00) . £573. 65 



UPGRADES 



PCWSZ56 MEMORY UPGRADE £22.00 

PCW6258 B DISK DRIVE (FD2) £130.00 

PCW6S12 B DISK DRIVE (FD4) P.O.A 

PCW82S6 MEMORY & DRIVE £150.00 



COMPUTER CARE 



PCW6256/85 1 B PAPER GUIDE E12.85 

8258*5 1 2/95 1 Z SCREEN FILTER ...£ 1 7.85 

CPSS256 (RS232 INTERFACE) £54.95 

PCW82SS/8512 DUST COVER SET... £7.95 
PCW 951 Z DUST COVER SET £8.95 

| CF2 3" DtSKS ONLY e2^5~| 
I COMPUTER RODENTS I 

AMX MOUSE .....£73.95 

ELEC. STUDIO UGHT PEN * EBB.85 

ELEC. STUDIO MOUSE * E89.95 

« WITH NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 
ELEC. STUDIO VIDEO DIGITIZER. £96.95 

GRAFPAO 2 £130.00 

KEMPSTON MOUSE £85.95 

KEMPSTON MOUSE/FLEET ST £115.95 

KEMPSTON M/WRITE HAND MAN. £85.95 
PCW8O0OJ PRINTER ECTN LEAD ...£18.40 

I PCW PHONE HOME I 

AMSTRAD MODEM V2W23 £88.95 

MIRACLE WS4000 V21/V23 ......£195.00 

SAGE CHIT CHAT WITH VIEWDATA OR E- 

MAIL INCLUDES MODEM £1 84.95 

AS ABOVE ALL/SOFTWARE £215.95 

I PRINTER RIBBONS I 

MINIMUM ORDER TWO RIBBONS:- 
PCWB25S/B512 SEIKOSHA RIBBON . £4.75 

PCWS2S8/8512 MULTI-STRIKE £6 75 

PCW9512 (BLACK} £3,85 

AMSTRAD DMP 2000/3000 £5.75 

AMSTRAD DMP 4000 £7,75 



PRINTERS 






I rHE PAPER WHrTE 
SCREEN REDUCES EYE 
STRAIN AND GIVES FAR 

CLEARER DISPLAY 



£. LARGE 51 2K RAM 

FITTED AS STANDARD 

GIVING FAST PROGRAM 

EXECUTION 



3 CONTROL OVER 

THE CONTRAST AND 

BRIGHTNESS UNLIKE 

PCW8256 




7 NABITCHI STOCK 

THE FULL RANGE 

OF GENUINE 

AMSTRAD PCW951Z 

PRINTER 

DAISYWHEELS 



BUILT IN CENTRONICS 
INTERFACE FOR CONNECTION TO 
OTHER PRINTERS LIKE THE 
DMP30O0 OR DMP4O00 



8 FAST DAISYWHEEL PRINTER MEANS HIGH 

LETTER QUALITY PRINT FINISH. 

NOTE: THE DAISYWHEEL PRINTER MEANS YOU 

GET THE COMPUTER FOR FREE I NOT 

FORGETTING THE FREE TRACTOR FEED UNn" 

FOR CONTINUOUS PAPER 



EVERYTHING THE 8256 SHOULD HAVE BEEN! 



FREE SECURICOR DEUVERY:- 
AMSTRAD DMP 2O0O...(135.OO) ....£155.25 
AMSTRAD DMP 316O...(178.O0) ....£204.70 
AMSTRAD DMP 4000... (31 5.00) ....£362.25 
AMSTRAD NLQ 3500., ..(349.00) ....£401.35 

I PCW 951 2 DAISYWHEELS I 

COURIER 10 E5.80 

PRESTIGE PICA 10,.,.. E5.80 

RECTA 10 E5.80 

ORATORIO £5.80 

LETTER GOTHIC 1W12 £5.80 

PRESTIGE EUTE 1Z £5.80 

SCRIPT 12 £5,80 

MINIGOTHC 12 £5.80 

|~ NAB ITCHI SOFTWARE | 

POWERFUL SOFTWARE AT BUDGET 
PRICES 

EXBASIC E11.45 

MALLARD BASIC CAN HAVE GRAPHICS 

WITHOUT THE PAIN 

A.P.C. SEPTEMBER 1986 

rrsBAStcvoL. 1 „ £7.95 

PIRATES TREASURE FIVE STAR VALUE 

VERDICT 

8000 PLUS FEBRUARY 1987 

ITSBASIC VOL.2 £7.95 

A WORTHWHILE BUY VERY GOOD 

VALUE FOR MONEY 

YOUR AMSTRAD PCW OCTOBER 1987 



Nabitchi have always been known as 
THE PCW people. We intend to 
uphold this tradition for many years to 
come. The launch of the PCW9512 
has again assured us all that the PCW 
tradition will live on. Once again 
Amstrad have given us a machine that 
caters for all tastes. It has a vast range 
of business software from accounts to 
desktop publishing. It has a full 51 2K 
RAM to accomodate the most ad- 
vanced programs of the future. The 3" 
780K disc drive gives vast data 
storage on the most reliable form of 
magnetic media. The full size profes- 
sional keyboard means that typing is 



made easy. The 1 5 inch daisy wheel 
printer gives perfect letter quality on 
page sizes up to A3, there is no longer 
a limit to the number of fonts, simply 
change the daisy wheel. The ever 
popular Loco script 2 with spell check- 
er and mail merge means that even our 
managing director David Rathbone 
can now write a letter. The paper white 
screen gives far clearer characters and 
thus reduces eye strain with contrast 
and brightness controls to adjust the 
display to your personal requirements. 
Nabitchi computing are the biggest 
PCW company and we intend to stay 
that way. 



OFFICIAL ORDERS WELCOMED FROM PLC'S, GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATIONAL ESTA8- 
UBHMENTS. EXPORT CUSTOMERS SUPPLIED TAX FHEE - ASK FOR GILL ROBINSON. 



pcw 9512 acoustic hood 
available now at 

£29-95+ vat 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT POSTAGE FREE TO MAIN LAND UK 
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INSTANT CREDfT FACIUTIES AVAILABLE 



MERSEYSIDE INNOVATION CENTRE 

131 MOUNT PLEASANT 

LIVERPOOL L3 5TF 

TEL 051 -708-8775/051 -708-01 23 



PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO -NABITCHI COMPUTING 1 ACCESS AND VISA ORDEFtB WELCOME. 



THE NEW 

NABITCHI 

PCW9512 

ACOUSTIC 

PRINTER COVER 



ONLY £29.95 



+ VAT 



The new acoustic cover 
from Nabitchi muffles 
the roar of your 
PCW9512 printer. (We 
feel this is not an acces- 
sory but a neccesrty !) 
The cover comes 
shipped in a fiat packed 
form and contains easy 
to follow Instructions. 
"Anybody who can 
knock up an MFI book- 
shelf should be able to 
cope". (8000 plus, 
December 1987) 
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MERSEYSIDE INNOVATION CENTRE 

131 MOUNT PLEASANT 

LIVERPOOL L3 5TF 

TEL. 051-708-8775/051-708-0123 



E3 




PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES 

PAYABLE TO 

-NABTTCHI COMPUTING 1 

ACCESS AND VISA ORDERS 

WELCOME. 



We have not cut a single 
corner in the design. For 
example fire resistant 
foam provides excellent 
silencing and the profes- 
sionally moulded PVC 
case Is styled in the same 
colour as the computer, 
the cover will look highly 
respectable in any office. 
You can use continuous 
or single sheet stationary 
without the fuss of 
covers costing over 
three times the price ! 







OTHER LOW COST 
ACOUSTIC HOODS 

AVAILABLE 

SHORTLY PLEASE 

PHONE FOR 

DETAILS 



AVALABLE FROM NABITCHI COMPUTING OR A DEALER NEAR YOU. 



AND ANOTHER FIRST 



TYPED IT 

AND 
LOST IT ? 



MEMORY GUARD quite 
simply plugs into the 
keyboard socket of ANY 
PCW, wafting for that fatal mo- 
ment when you accidentally 
turn off the power, losing the 
lot. 




MEMORY GUARD will 
supply 45 minutes of battery 
backup protection. When 
MEMORY GUARD is 

pluged in the batteries are 
being charged transparent to 
your normal operation. 
MEMORY GUARD , as 
with all Nabitchi products, is 
a useful and invalubie add on, 
unlike many uneccesary add 
on's on the Amstrad band 
wagon. 



MEMORY 

GUARD 

CAN SAVE YOU 

HOURS OF 

RE-TYPING 

AT THE 

INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER PRICE OF 

ONLY £39.95 * Vat. 



ORDER FORM 



Name 
Address 



Telephone 

: j ENCLOSE PAYMENT BY :- "I 

[ CHEQUJ^.p./ACCE^S^JSA, j 

Card No. 

Expiry date 

TICK 

Please send me one :- i 1 

NABITCHI PCW9512 ACOUSTIC HOOD 

At the amazing price of ....£29.95 + Vat. 

Please send me oner- 

THE NABITCHI PCW MEMORY GUARD 

At the offer price of. £39.95 + Vat. ' — ' 

grdr/BCOtVI 



Dealer Enquiries Welcome 



PRINTERS 




In the early days of the PCW life was simple. Everyone 
had the standard dot matrix printer and that was that. 
Heal computer Yuppies bought themselves a fancy fast 
printer or a daisywheel. but everyone else just got on with 
life. Now, since the advent of the 9512. PCW owners are 
faced with the horrifying dilemma that perhaps they really 
have the wrong type of printer Might the 8000 owner really 
prefer a real letter quality daisywheel? Does the 9512 owner 
feel restricted by not being able to print graphics and rough 
quality drafts? 

The good news is that all models of PCW can print to 
both kinds of printer. The cost of the hardware is continually 
falling, and now you can pick up a good dot matrix printer for 
less than £200, and a daisywheel for not much more. 

The case for dot matrix 

Dot matrix printers have several advantages. First of all. they 
can print out graphics. Although when the PCW was first 
produced the graphics side was not seriously considered it is 
becoming an increasingly important element You can't have 
failed to notice the boom in desktop publishing 1 which has 
taken off recently, and certainly to print out the results of 
your beautifully laid out newsletters with headlines and 
pictures you will need the services of a dot matrix printer. 
The dot matrix also has important advantages to those 
people using the machine mainly as a word processor. It 



Printers and LocoScript 2 



What has realty opened up the printer market 
to PCW owners Is the launch of LocoScript 2. 
LocoScript 1, standard issue on the 8000 
series machines, only allowed you to use the 
built-in printer, but with Loco 2 you can now 
semi primed output lo more or less any 
printer. 

LocoScript 2 as shipped on its 8000 series 
master disc is set up only to use the standard 
printer, and to make ft print to your new one 
you will need to do a bit of work, ft your printer 
is a dot matrix the odds are it is Epson FX80 
compatible' (this being the Industry dot matrix 
standard). II a daisywheel, It will be 'Diablo 630 
compatible (the standard for dalsywheels). 
Look on side 2 of 1 he Loco master disc and 
you will see some files ending 'PRI - 
FXS0.NLQandD630PRI. 

These are the 'printer drivers' - the tiles 
which tell LocoScript how to use your printer. 
Copy the PHI files for your printer from side 2 
onto group oi side t of the LocoScript start- 
of-day disc. II you have a dot matrix you will 
need the FX80.NLQ.Pfll file, or take D630.PRI 
Instead lor daisywheels. Also copy the file 



INSTALL.DRV. How if you reslart the PCW, 
your a I tern alive printers will be available, Just 
use the [PTR] and [15] menu to select the 
printer you want. 

Recently Locomotive have been spending 
a bit o I time and effort producing a wider 
range of printer drivers to support less 
common printers. II you have a strange printer 
- maybe an electronic typewriter with a 
'printer interlace' - it might be worthwhile 
asking Locomotive whether they can provide a 
suitable printer driver for you. 

One footnote lor those who have used the 
old 8000 series printer: don'l presume your 
fancy new dot matrix can do everything that 
the PCW's could do. Because the PCW printer 
was very closely linked with the machines 
hardware and software, it could be made to 
produce a wider range of characters than 
normal. The fancy Cyrillic characters in Loco 2 
will probably not be found on many printers 
lor Instance, and it is also not possible to 
produce screen dumps with [EXTRA]+(PTR] 
the way the 3000 series printer does. 
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allows you to mix plain text and italics and different pitch 
sizes with impunity, and in draft mode it is a very fast 
method of getting words on to paper lor a quick proof-read. 

The flexibility is achieved by the way the dot matrix 
printer head is made up. Just as the letters on the screen of 
a PCW are made-up of a collection of dots the characters on 
paper or the graphics produced are made up of tiny dots too. 
Everything printed by the dot matrix is broken down into 
dots, so it is relatively easy to change type faces, for 
instance, just by telling the printer to print a different set of 
dots for a given character. The better the dot matrix printer, 
the finer the dots are and the better the character definition 
looks. 



The case for daisywheel 

The obvious advantage with a daisy wheel printer is that the 
finished product looks really impressive - the smart finish 
that an electric typewriter can give you. This makes it appeal 
mainly to the business user who is solely interested in 
producing a neatly typed letters, or for professional writers 
who consider the appearance of their finished copy 
important in creating the right impression. 

The daisy wheel printer produces the letter by striking a 
ribbon against the paper with a letter die in the same way 
that a golf-ball typewriter does. The price you pay is loss of 
flexibility. Using italics, or changing typeface, can only be 
achieved if you have the correct print wheel containing the 
characters you want, and it means that you will have to 
stand over the machine ready to slip the new wheel in at the 
correct moment. This is assuming that the wo rdp recessing 
software you have supports this - there is no way to ask 
LocoScript, for instance, to pause printing while you fiddle 
with print wheels, other than at the end of a page. 



PRINTERS 




the printers reviewed here will work with any PCW - 8256. 

8512or9512. 

Sometimes when you buy a printer you will be asked 

whether you want it to run with a 'serial' or a 'parallel' port. 

Make sure you ask for a parallel (Centronics) version. It is 

possible to run serial 
printers from a PCW. but 
for a start the 9512 does 
not have a serial port as 
standard, and secondly 
serial printing is a real 
sweat to set up. Do you 
know what baud rates, 
stop bits and parities are? 
No? That's why you don't 
want a serial printer. It is 
also the case that 
LocoSchpt 2 will only work 
with parallel (Centronics) 
printers. 



You can produce simple effects with daisy wheels, such 
as underlining and emboldening text. Depending on the 
printer you can also alter the character pitch from 1 7 per 
inch to 10 per inch or more, although this only affects the 
character spacing, not the size of the characters. 1 7 pitch 
text is usually unreadable with a standard size print wheel. 
Some daisywheels offer the vague chance of printing out 
graphics by using the full stop as a single dot. but this is 
slow and usually not very successful. 

The real cost 

How is that when you pay only £299+ VAT for a complete 
PCW8256 with a printer. non-Amstrad printers alone can 
easily cost more than that? What you get with a PCW is a 
simplified stripped-down version of a standard printer that is 
tied completely into the PCW software. This is how Amstrad 
manage to manufacture them so cheaply. 

It means that you cannot use use your PCW printer with 
any other computer. Indeed, you can't use an 8000 series 
dot matrix with a 9512, nor vice versa. And when you buy 
another printer life is a bit more complicated than just 
unplugging the Amstrad printer and plugging in your new 
one 

For a start you will have to find some way to link it to your 
PCW. With a 9512 that is no problem because there is an 
inbuilt parallel port (also called a "Centronics interface), but 
8000 series owners will need to invest in a special interface 
box. This is a unit which plugs on over the expansion port at 
the back of the PCW. and costs around £60. Amstrad's own 
version is called the 'CPS8256' interface. No matter which 
machine you have you will still have to find a lead to attach 
the printer to the expansion port - some printers provide one 
as standard, but otherwise it could cost £10 to £20. Any of 



Amstrad DMP3160 
• via Amstrad dealers 

List price: £228.85 • Target price: £200 

With Amstrad's general good reputation for providing value 
for money it is pretty natural that new 951 2 owners should 
look first at one of the new Amstrad dot matrix printers. 
However, it whether this is sensible depends on what you 
want from your printer. 

The DMP3160 is quite good at producing graphics, its 
output is crisp and black without the scanning lines that 
sometimes plague graphics output. However, should you 
want to actually use the character printing you may be 
disappointed. 

For a start the high quality ('NLQ') face must rank as one 
of the most eccentrically designed typefaces of all time. The 
first thing that strikes the eye is that the letters i and t look 
as if they are in the wrong type size and that the letter p is 
too high and the letter d too low on the line. 

For technical reasons best known to Amstrad, it seems 
that you cannot use bold when printing in high quality. A 
quick reference to the manual shows you that you cannot 
get italic in NLQ either, although our standard test file 
seemed to deny the manual and actually print italics. A quick 
phone call to Amstrad assured us that this was impossible. 
The fitting of the ribbon is also awkward and could be 
messy. To cap it all it gives the most annoying lengthy series 
of bleeps imaginable every time it runs out of paper. 

Although not the quickest of the printers reviewed, the 
draft quality is quite legible and the graphics quality is 
reasonable. Where the DMP3160 is unique (and good) is 
with its 'flat-bed" style of printing This means that the paper 
is fed in flat and the print head is mounted vertically so that 
the printing is effectively done parallel to the tabletop. This 
has the advantage that you can feed thick stationery or 
modest card into the printer since it doesn't have to be 
wrapped around a roller. 



Prices 

Ml prices quoted in ihis artiete are 
manufacturer's prices inclusive of 
VAT. Printers seem to be heavily 
discounted, so you will usually 
find them for less than the list 
price rf you strop around A typical' 
price is also shown with each 
model. 



PLUSES 

■ Flat bed priming good lor thick paper 

■ Connecting cable good for a 951 2 supplied 

■ Fair quality graphics and draft text 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Eccentric design of high quality print font 

■ No bold available in NLQ 

■ Ribbon fitting Is tiddly 

■ No NLQ, Draft switch on the printer itself 



SPEED 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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Panasonic KX-P1081 • Panasonic 
(0753 73181) 

List price: £281.75 • Target price: £200 

Despite its recommended price the 1 081 dot matrix is a 
printer that seems to be discounted quite highly and 
shopping around could make it the cheapest of the three dot 
matrix printers tested. It also has a number of other features 
to commend it. 

It can't be faulted on speed, in fact proving to be the 
fastest printer of the three dot matrixes tested, in both draft 



PLUSES 

Pitch/quality control buttons on the printer 
Fastest printing of those tested 
Autoloads single sheet paper 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Least detail of the printers in graphics 

■ Paper feeding problems with the tear bar 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



and high quality. This is despite the fact that by the 
manufacturers' official speed figures the others ought to 
outperform it! 

Unlike the PCW printer you can change from draft to 
NLQ at the touch of a switch on the printer itself, so you 
don't have to worry about sending complicated commands 
from whatever software you are using. There is a tear-bar 
fitted over the platen which seemed to snag single sheets of 
paper as they were feeding in, but presumably paper loading 
is just a matter of practice. 

Both in-built type faces {draft and NLQ) are pleasant, 
regular and readable although the NLQ shows slight 
tendencies to eccentricity - especially in the j. p and g. Like 
the Amstrad DMP3160, the Panasonic will not print out bold 
in NLQ. but it happily gives you a very satisfying italics. Most 
importantly it gives proportional spacing in both modes 
without problem. 

Although it is difficult to make too close comparisons on 
graphics as each printer varies considerably according to the 
type of picture being printed, the Panasonic picked up the 
least detail in our graphics printing test. The quality was still 
quite acceptable though. 




Star NL-10 • Millbank (01-847 4151) 
List price: £285.20 • Target price: £230 

The Star NL-10 must rank as the most sophisticated dot 
matrix printer we tested. Although not the fastest it did 
produce probably the most readable text in draft, and the 
NLQ actually approaches real letter quality. 

The NL-10 will appeal to those looking for that little bit 



PLUSES 

Many functions can be chosen from the 
control panel on the printer. 
Good readable type-face 
Autoloads single sheet paper 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ No proportional spacing in MO 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 




extra from their printer. It has a wide range of features 
available from touch sensitive buttons on the printer (the 
ones that make you feel you're flying a space ship) and it 
has a solid feel about it that suggests reliability even with 
heavy use. 

The control panel allows you to select bold, draft or NLQ 
and it even gives you a choice of three column widths when 
in printing in draft [80, 96 or 136 characters wide). However 
in high quality it does not allow you to print in bold or in 
proportional spacing. The italics on the other hand is 
pleasant to the eye. 

If you are buying a Star one thing to check is that the 
cost you are quoted includes the price of the printer's own 
Centronics interface cartridge. This is because Star sell a 
variety of different interfaces in the form of plug- in cartridges 
to suit connections for different computers. The one you 
want is the standard Centronics one, normally included in 
the price. 

To make former 8000 series owners feel really at home it 
uses printer ribbons cartridges just like the ones that 
Amstrad used to make. 



Panasonic KX-P3131U • Panasonic 
(0753 73181) 

List price: £385.25 • Target price £280 

Of all the printers on test, this one must rank as the machine 
that needs the least computer expertise to work. Panasonic 
have laid everything out so well that the most ignorant 
beginner should be pushed to get it wrong. 

The KX-P3131 is a Diablo-type daisywheel printer. A 
rank of multiple choice selector switches allow you to choose 



PLUSES 

Features controlled from printer 

Automatic paper feed 

Wide range of alternative wheels 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Comparatively slow 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



normal or justified text, set left and right margins, select the 
pitch (10, 12 or 15), or even proportional spacing and 
choose either 1, Phot 2 line spacing. You can even have 
one of three settings for the impact force of the printer. 

This is particularly useful for people using a less 
sophisticated word processor than the PCW - which does 
the hard work for you anyway - but it still means that even if 
ycu are using software which doesn't explicitly cater for 
daisywheel printers and you don't know your escape codes 
from Morse Code you can still make the machine to do what 
you want it to do. 

Printing is marginally faster than the standard 8000 
series dot matrix printer in high quality mode, but of course 
there is no draft mode. The text is well rounded and clear 
and just reminds you what font designers can do when they 
aren't restricted to cramming every character in an 8 by 8 
dot box. It can take any Diablo 630 daisy wheels offering a 
wide range of type faces for not much more than £5 each. 

As with the Panasonic dot matrix it is worth while 
shopping around as you are likely to find it quite heavily 
discounted. 
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NewStar Software presents. .. . 

THE CATALOGUE 

Software for PCWs and PCs 

It's all in the NewStar Software Autumn Catalogue, 

complete with introductions and explanations to the 

various subject headings. Information to help you 

choose, presented in one complete catalogue. 

There isn't room in a single advert to show you the 

comparative merits of the various databases, accounts 

packages, word processors communications software, 

or spreadsheets. 

But there certainly is in 48 pages! 




To order your free copy of the NewStar catalogue 
call (0277) 220573 

N^w Star Software Ltd. , 200 North Service Road, Essex CM 1 4 4SG 

Sales Tel: (0277) 232637 Telex: 995143 NEWSTAG Fax: (0277)232637 

Mon-Sat 9.00 am to 5.30 pm 



J 
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Gakken GPR 2000 • Dataplus (0242 
573573) 

List price: £228.85 • Target price: £215 

The Gakken printer is actually quite an old player, since the 
same printing mechanism has been available for a number 



PLUSES 

Fast printing 

LocoScript 2 starter kit available 

Comes with 2 print wheels as standard 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Qume printers less common than Olablos - 
awkward tor some CP/M programs 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



of years in casings with various other names - Daisystop. 
Ushida etc., depending on who was marketing it. 

Although not having the good looks and sophistication 
tnat the Panasonic offers it is quicker and usually a bit 
cheaper. The Gakken, a Qume-type daisywheel, doesn't 
have much in the way of fancy margin settings or auto-sheel 
feeding, but it does print a little faster than the Panasonic. 

LocoScript has recently included a Qume printer driver 
specially for the Gakken. Dataplus also sell a special PCW 
users pack with the printer, parallel interface, a cabie and a 
copy of LocoScript 2 all you need to get going for £286.35. 

The printer comes with two standard wheels, a Courier 
1 - identical to the one with Panasonic - and a Gothic 1 2 
both of which provide attractive type faces. Should you want 
something a bit more exotic you can buy any 'Qume' 
compatible daisy wheels - available for £6 or so each. 



Printers and CP/M 



When you buy your new printer, you won't 
necessarily be able to plug il in and go 
straight away. However, it Is simple enough in 
practice. Using DEVICE.COM from your CP/M 
utilities disc (on side three of the master discs 
for 8000 series owners), as soon as you start 
the PCW up type device lst : =cek. This is 
telling the PCW to send everything for the 
'listing' device (or printer as we modem 
computer buff s call it) to the Centronics port 
instead of the standard printer. 

Should you wish to switch back to the 



standard PCW printer, the correct command is 

DEVICE 1ST :=I£1. 

Once set up, almost all PCW programs 
should be able to print on the new printer with 
their usual 'print' commands. Most software 
written (or PCWs expects an 'Epson' type dot 
matrix (as the old 8000 series printer is), so 
you may have trouble printing to dalsywheels 
unless your program specifically has a 
daisywheel printer option. Most word 
processors do have such an option. 



Centronics' lead, ie. with a Centronics plug both ends. These 
leads are less common, so make sure your dealer knows 
what you want it for. 



Time trials 

Here is how the printing speeds compare for the various 
printers on test this month. All the speeds quoted here are 
for the same 1000 word document, which was chosen to be 
typical of the kind of text most people print. This is thought to 
be a more accurate test than the characters per second' 
figure normally quoted as it takes into account time taken for 
carriage returns, paper feeding etc. 



Speed in draft Speed in high 



Leading question 



Since the introduction of the 9512 there is no such thing as a 
PCW to printer' lead, as the 8000s and 951 2 take different 
ones. 

For the PCW9512, all you need is a standard IBM printer 
lead, which has a Centronics plug at the printer end and a 
25 pin male D-connector at the other. These leads are very 
common. 

For a PCW8256/8512. when you have fitted the 
CPS8256 interface box you will need a 'Centronics-to- 







quality 


Dot Matrix 






PCW8000 standard printer 


1m 53s 


7m 40s 


Amstrad OMP3160 


1m 34s 


5m 41s 


Panasonic KX-P1081 


1m 1 6s 


5m 00s 


Star NL- 10 


1m 22s 


5m 53s 


Daisy Wheel 






PCW951 2 standard printer 


n/a 


6m 16s 


Panasonic KX-P3131U 


n/a 


7m 24s 


Gakken GPR 2000 


n/a 


6m 19s 



Print samples compared 



y big sphinx 



Quartz 



jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 

A Standard PCW8000 printer 

jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 
jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 

A Panasonic KX-P1 081 



iackdaws love by big sphin;-; o-f quartz 
jackdaws love by big sphinx of quartz 

A Amstrad DMP3160 

jackdaws love my big sphin;-; o-f quartz 
jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 

A Siar NL-10 



jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 

A Standard PCTO512 ('Prestige 10' wheel) 



jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz 

A Panasonic KX-P3131 ('Courier 10' wheel] 



jackdaws love by big sphinx of quartz 

A Gakken GPR2000 (Letter Gothic 12' wheel -Courier 10 also supplied! 



22 8000 PLUS 



' :' :: "":;:"■" ■■■:■■■:■■ 



. 




NEWSDESK 

INTERNATIONAL 



♦ Simple to use, with on-screen 

selection of options 

♦ Easy mixing of text & 

graphics 

♦ Full A4 page composition 

♦ Selection of typefaces and 
font styles in varied sizes 

♦ Allows input of Loco script 

files 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 
SOFTWARE 

complete with the 

ELECTRIC STUDIO 

LIGHT PEN 

Including Manual & User's Guide 



ONLY £69.95 



NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 
SOFTWARE 

complete with the 
ELECTRIC STUDIO 

MOUSE 

Including Manual & User's Guide 



ONLYE89-95 



Add these great optional 

extras to your 

NEWSDESK system for 

even better results! 



I 



A Comprehensive 

Desk Top 

Publishing and 

page making 

system 

with 
KEYBOARD 

CONTROLLED 

SOFTWARE, 

MANUAL & 

USERS GUIDE 

AN UNBEATABLE 1 

PRICE! | 

ONLY / 

£39.951 
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SPECIAL 
CMUS7MXS O'J'J'BR! 

FREE XMAS SNIP ART 

DISK WITH EACH 

PURCHASE OF 

NEWSDESK, MOUSE OR 

LIGHT PEN 
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(Do you need help Wdeeidiiuj 
what your requirements are? 

Our new showroom is open for 

demonstrations ,.or why not 

attend our first ever 'Evening 
Seminar in January? 

Jot fud, details - ttkphane 

0462420222 

and askjo speakto WeterWtiMps 



VIDEO DIGITtSER 

For newspaper-style 
results, this is the 

ultimate graphic input 
device! 

,^_ >ww ^£99.95 



FONT LIBRARY 

1 2 more fonts for 
inclusion in the 
Newsdesk publishing 
system .-.-.- 

, ,„.. £14.95 



SNIP ART DISKS 

6 disks containing digitised graphic 
images to brighten your publication! 
1. General 2.General 3, Nature 
4.Travel 5. Leisure 6. Sport 

I £14.95 




THE ELECTRIC STUDIO 
PRODUCTS LTD. 

Unit 8, The Cam Centre, 

Wilbury Way, 
Hitchin, Herts. SG4 OTW. 
Telephone: 0462 420222 
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Please rush me by return: 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 

@ £39.95 

NEWSDESK WITH LIGHT PEN 

@ £69.95 

NEWSDESK WITH MOUSE 

@ £89.95 

(Each of the above includes FREE Xmas Snip 
An disk) 



Name .... 
Address . 



VIDEO DIGITISER 

FONT UBRARY 

SNIP ART 

@ 14.95each 

Please indicate which Snip Art disk(s) you 
require 1 2 3 4 5 6 



.@ £99.95. 
,@ £14.95. 



Post Code 

Tel. No 

Please debit my Access/Visa Card No: 



Expiry Date 
Signature.... 



YOU DIDN'T GET SUMMER BUT YOU STILL GET., 
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CF2 DtSCS For use on 

6128,8256 & top drive 8512. 
Ten pack was £34.50 

NOW X 20 Code AAiOOIJ 

CF2DD DESCS High capacity 
for use on 85 12 second drive - 
ten pack was £48.50 

NOW ONL Y £30 



' Individual 
plastic cases for CF2 and CF2DD 
discs 

Ten ONL Y £5 mmw 



High quality film 






carbon ribbons for PCW printer 
Single Pack £S a^-Mmoas 

Three pack of fabric printer 
ribbons for PCW printer 

NOW ONLY £9.99 

LABELS 1,000 standard one 
wide, white address labels - were 
£5.95 

NOW ONL Y £5 code mboom 

DUST COVERS tailored 

twin-set to cover 
monitor/keyboard and printer - 

was £11 

Now only £8*99 c*fe.-ywc»HH 

LISTING PAPER 2, 000 

pack of 60gsm plain white listing 
paper 

ONL Y £ t2 code. mpooo3 



Lockable, anti-static disc storage 
boxes will hold up to 60 discs - 
was £15.95 

NOW ONL Y £12 c«* >*«». 

CLEANING KIT Includes 
100ml screen cleaner, 100ml 
cleaning fluid, 10 Safe Wipe 
cloths, 5 foam swabs for 
keyboards, 1 anti-static cloth. 
Was £11.50 

NOW ONL Y ID Code. AHI0TXI2 



CP/M Plus Handbook 

Published by Heinneman this is 
the official Digital Research 
reference book for the 6128 & 
8256. Was £22.50... 

NOW ONL Y£fS cod, ,™ 



SOFTWARE 



OR DRAW The general 
purpose drawing package. 
Create and edit quality 
presentation charts & diagrams. 
Was £49.95 

NOW JUST £25! a*:**™ 

CBASIC COMPILER 

Well known Digital Research 
compiler - was £49.95 

A snip at £f2mS0 code: aspood, 



IAI.fi 



Business 
graphing package which is easy 
to use producing a wide range - 
pie, bar, stacked, scatter & 
combinations, import from 
spreadsheets - was £49.95 

Now just £25 i 



Code ASX0002 






PASCAL MT+ The best 
selling superset of ISO standard 
Pascal from Digital Research - 
was £34.95 

Reduced to £12.50 



Code: 
ASP0002 



For more great offers 
on any software in 
'The Source' call Barry 
or Tracy on 
0488 849S9/8489S 



Prices are correct at time of printing and although we endeavour to keep all our prices fixed, The Software Mail Order 
Group Ltd., does reserve the right to change prices and specifications of the products on offer without prior notice. 



ORDER FORM 



CODE 


DESCRIPTION 


NO OF 

ITEMS 


PRICE 
PER ITEM 


VALUE 











































Payment method (please tick) 

Cheque enclosed □ 

Credit card: Access □ Visa D 



Sub Total 

Please add postage & packaging 
charge at the following fates: 1 
item £1. SO, 2 items £2.50. Fftll 
P&Pon 3 or more items 



No 



Name . 



GRAND TOTAL 



. Initials 



Expiry date , 



Signature . 



Cheques and Postal Orders should be made out to: Software Mail Order Croup Ltd., and 
sent to PO Box 10, Hungerford, Berks. RG170LT 



Please despatch the above items to; 



NAME. 



FREE Source subscription? Q 



.INITIALS. 



ADDRESS. 



TOWN. 



.COUNTY. 



POSTCODE. 



.TELEPHONE. 



The more you use CP/M the more you will discover the 
need to create text files. This is particularly true if you 
start to dabble with programming, since virtually all 
programming languages worfc by taking a pre-prepared file 
ol text (ie. the program), processing it and generating an 
output file. 

There are several ways of creating text files. You could 
use LocoScript, you could buy a CP/M text editor such as 
NewWord or Pretext to do the job for you, or you could use 
the mini-editor RPED that is supplied on the CP/M master 
discs. These methods all have their drawbacks: it is a real 
pain constantly swapping between LocoScript and CP/M 
when you are trying to fine-tune a file using LocoScript as 
the text editor; NewWord and Pretext are ideal for CP/M text 
file creation, but unfortunately cost around £50; RPED is 
excellent for creating tittle files (for use with SUBMIT or 
SETKEYS), but you cannot have more than 200 lines to the 
file. 200 lines may sound a lot, but when you start 
programming you will soon realise how little it is. 

The answer to all these is to use ED. It is on your master 
discs in the file ED.COM for free, runs from CP/M and 
although lacking modern 'user friendliness' can handle tiles 
of any size. 
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S)setkeys keys.ed 
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In the beginning 

To get a feel for creating files with ED. above is a one-line 
tile that will be incredibly useful. With ED as you first run it 
the delete key will not work - to delete the last character 
typed you are expected to type [ALT]-H. However, it is easy 
to use CP/M's SETKEYS program to make the [DEL] key 
work by making it produce [ALTj-H (ASCII code 8) when 
pressed. 

Take a disc with a few k of free space and make sure you 
have copied the files SETKEYS.COM and ED.COM onto it 
from the CP/M main master disc. You're going to create a 
file called KEYS.ED, so at the A> prompt type 

ED KEYS.ED 

and you will see 'NEW FILE' displayed followed by an 
asterisk, ED's prompt. Now type i [RETURN] (for 'insert text' 
- the i should be lower case) and you will see the asterisk 
vanish to be replaced by '1 :', meaning you are now typing in 
line 1 . Type 

72 N »T'8'" 
and press [RETURN], The up-arrow is [EXTRAJ+U. '2:' 
appears in case you want to insert anything on line 2, but 
you don't so press [EXIT]. The asterisk prompt reappears to 
let you know you are in command mode rather than input 
mode. Whenever you see the asterisk it means that ED is 
waiting for a command; conversely, if you type a command 
and nothing happens, check you aren't in input mode. 

Now the file is finished. Type e for 'exit and the 
workspace is now saved to the file KEYS.ED and you are 
returned to CP/M's A> prompt. 



HOW TO USE 
YOUR ED 

On your CP/M disc is a complete text editor called 
ED. 8000 Plus's own editor, who isn't 
called Ed, explains. 
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TEXT WRITTEN OUT 
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WHEN INSTRUCTED 



How ED sees files 



ED Is a real old-fashioned programmer's 
editor, the kind thai you would have used If 
you worked for IBM 10 years ago, or if you are 
a university student now. 

ED revolves around the Idea of the 'Input 
tile' (the file you are editing), the 'output file' 
(the result of editing the input file) and the 
'workspace' (the current area of text being 
worked on). The output file will usually have 
the same name as the input file. When you 
start ED going the workspace is empty, and 
you have to explicitly read In some lines from 
the Input file. After making any changes you 
want, you then write the changed fines out to 
the output file. 

What this traits down to Is that the 
workspace is the crucial area of ED's 
operations. Within the workspace, the lines 



you are currently working on are numbered 
from 1 upwards, and you can move around 
inserting, deleting and changing text. ED has 
an Invisible 'workspace pointer' which is a bit 
tike the cursor in LocoScript - it is (he last 
character ED looked at, and so the position 
where any text to be inserted will be put. 

ED Isn't a screen editor, so you can't use 
the cursor keys to move around. To make a 
change to a line you have to know what 
number the line is. give an Instruction to move 
the workspace pointer to that line and then 
make the changes you want. There are also 
various standard operations like "Find' and 
'Substitute', which will look forwards from the 
current position for a specified string of 
characters, and then substitute it for 
something else. 



You're ready to use the fife now. Type SETKEYS keys . ED 
and the [DEL] key will be set up to delete properly from now 



8000 PLUS 25 
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Read file into workspace 
Display il all 



Change Twetcbedfy- to -happily" 
Check the line by displaying it . 



Check the work space : 39.807 bytes free ~~59M?/4M27 

e, 1--;. , Si if 



AW hood.txt 

-: **a 

l! lithe m mm hood 

2; Chapter M — The Kapps Ending 



.; Hanbo-style rampage throujh tlu ■ 

5; wives, she and GrandM lived wretchedly ever after. 

!! m$: 

; xsvretchedlstZhappils 

S: mt 

5: wives, she and Grand** lived happily ever after. 



__ ' Ul «WT 









The full story 

EO is realty quite complex, and 
there are more commands than 
can be covered here. For a lull 
treatment ot ED try one ol the 
CP/M books like TheCP/M 
r%sHarx»00*,£14 9S, 
published by Heme ma nn 



Z cars 

■tZ' is the standard way of 
writing what is known to CPM 
bulis as 'Control-r. To type 
Gontrol-Z hold down [ALT) and 
then press 1, don't try to type a 
literal up-arrow symbol. 



on. You will have realised that ED is not a word processor 
fot preparing beautiful letters, so you won't find little luxuries 
such as automatic word-wrapping - you need to press 
[RETURN] at the end of each tine. 

Editing existing files 

To modify KEYS. ED, at CP/M's prompt just type ED 
KEYS . ED. This will mean the changed file will still be called 
KEYS. ED (the old version will be stored on disc as 
KEYS.BAK). If you want, you can tell ED to store the new 
version under a different name: ED KEYS. ED KEYS. NEW will 
mean the changed file will be called KEYS. NEW, leaving 
KEYS.ED unchanged. 

Either way, ED has now opened KEYS.ED but not read it 
into the workspace, so at the asterisk prompt you must 
instruct ED to 'append' the contents of the input file to the 



ED's commands at a 
glance 



Basic commands 



n 



Append all the lines from the input tile to 

the workspace (ie, read Ihe input tile) 

Move to the beginning of the workspace 

Move to the end of the workspace 

Save Ihe workspace In the output file and 

exit to CPM 

Insert a line at the workspace pointer 

position. Get back to the command 

prompt by [EXIT]. 

Kill (delete) the next n lines 

[RETURN] Move to next line and display It 
Move to last line and display If 

n Move workspace pointer by n lines (n can 
be tor-} 

n : Move to line n 

nt Type out th« next n lines starting at the 
pointer position 

q Quit (abandon) the edit 

itext T z Insert ' text' into the current )i ne at the 
workspace pointer 

ftext Find the next occurrence of 'text' 

aoldtextTznewlext Substitute " newtext'for 
the next occurrence of 'oldtext' 



nk 



zfilename Read the named file and insert it at 
Ihe current workspace pointer 

nxfllename Write the next n lines out to the 
named file 

h Save and restart editing (you'll need to do 
a la to read Ihe file in again) 

-v Disable the line number display (v re- 
enables it) 

Ov show free space/total space In bytes 

Example command 
combinations 

taft-bi Read the whole input file, type ft all 

on the screen then insert text at the end 
-5iiot5i Type out the 5 lines before and 

after the current line, leaving the pointer 

where It is. 
5:i Move lo line 5 and insert text 
S0:10xtaBf>'zll)k5Ci:rtvf! Move the 10 lines 

starting al line 80 lo be before line SO 

(using Ihe file TEMP.UB as temporary 

storage) 
Olt Display the current line (and move the 

pointer to the start of the line} 



26 8000 PLUS 




workspace. The command for this is #a 
Now you have the file contents at your 
mercy in the workspace, and you can 
start editing. 

The basic commands at your disposal 
are listed in the box. The best way to 
master them is to create a test file and 
play around. Get into insert mode (type 
i) and enter a dozen or so random lines, 
then [EXIT] to gel back to command 
mode. Now try out a few commands. 
Pressing b takes you to the beginning of 
the file, then St will type out the next 5 
lines. 5: will take you to line number 5, 
then k will kill that line. The lines are all 
renumbered automatically, so line 6 now 
becomes line 5 and so on. 

Altering the text in a line is best done 
with the substitute' command, s. 
Suppose the line you are on reads 'and 
so they all lived wretchedly ever after'. To 
change 'wretchedly' to happily' you 
would say swretchedlyTzhappily. To insert Very' before 
happily, one way is to say shappilyTzvery happily. To 
delete ever' and the subsequent space you could say sever 
Tz, ie. substitute nothing in place of 'ever '. 

Do a b then a ft to inspect the changes you have made 
by typing out the whole file. Finally, type q to quit the edit 
and discard the session, assuming you don't want to save 
your ramblings. Typing e would save all the changes to 
KEYS.ED and exit normally. 

ED can edit files of up to 40k like this. There are ED 
commands to edit files longer than 40k, but no sane person 
would be using ED on a file that long anyway. To see how 
much space you have left type Ov - a reply like 
'34768/40027' means you have 34.678 bytes free out of a 
total of 4Q.027. 

A few hints and warnings 

One of the most confusing things about ED for those used lo 
screen editors such as LocoScript is the workspace pointer'. 
Not all the commands actually move the pointer, especially 
the t (type) command. If you are on line 10 and you do a 
lOt command, lines 10 to 19 will be printed and you might 
think that were you to give an insert command the text would 
go after line 19. Not a bit of it - in fact the pointer is still at 
line 10 and the text would be inserted there. The commands 
for finding and substituting text all work forwards from the 
current position, so you may need to do a b to get back to 
the beginning of the file before find'ing text. 

Many commands can be prefixed by a number, meaning 
'do this for the next however many lines'. For instance, while 
'k' kills the current line, 10k' kills the next 10 lines and '-5k' 
kills the previous 5 lines. The hash sign, #, is the 
abbreviation for 'a lot (or 65535 to be exact), so '#f means 
type out all lines from here on. 

To be safe, always use lower case for the command 
letters. ED tends to assume that if you type the command in 
upper case then everything else should be in upper case 
too. If you use f rather than E for the 'find' command, your 
text will be searched for in upper case only. 

You can combine several commands on one line for 
speed. For example, if you were positioned at line 90. to 
delete line 10 you would do 10 ;k, ie. move to line 10 then 
kill it. Make sure you type it right though - 10 k means delete 
the next 1 lines. 

ED is not very forthcoming with its error messages, tf you 
make a mistake it says BREAK '?' or BREAK '#'. This 
usually means no such command', 'no such line', or 'search 
string not found' or the like. 



Cllm UPGRADES 



The specialist PCW magazine, "6000 Plus" selected our Upgrade as 

"BEST VALUE D-l-Y MEMORY UPGRADE" and 
"BEST VALUE 3 INCH SECOND DRIVE" 

-Silicon City instructions are clear and concise... you could find it 
easier itjan you ttiink'. 

The simplest, most comprehensive step-by-step instructions available 

assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skill. 

We supply tested, TOP QUALITY, fast (1 50nS) chips which are 

jig preformed for ease of insertion — NO BENDING REQUIRED 

— plus a spare 'practice' chip to give you confidence. 

Our "Best Value" Upgrade Kit is NOW ONLY £22.95 

'II you go a stage lurtner and aM a second disc driue. you worn need to swap discs at all." 

'Frttng ttte second drrve is simple enough... Everything other than the drive is already there in 
your machine: the cables are ready wired and both LocoScript and CP M software will 
recognise It automatically once it's frited... you'll have to try pretty hard to gel il wrong." 



Internal PCW8256 DS/DD Second Disc Drive 

1 Megabyte unformatted (720k formatted) £130 

(New improved version, NOT old model) 

Me mo ry Upgrade pi u s Seco nd Disc D rive L 1 5 Q 

Supplied with simple, comprehensive Fining instructions. NB You will require CP M version i :2, 
or later to formal high density discs. Amstrad will exchange earlier versions Iree of charge. 



PCW 951 2 Single Disc Drive (Grey Panel) 



£135 



E3 



Prices INCLUDE VAT and UK post, normally by feturn. 
Send UK Cheques/Money Order&'LA or Gover nmeni orders to: 

SILICON CITY 



Dept. 8, Wheal Rose, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 5DR 
Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891 1 41 



CARD FILE IN A MUDDLE, 
Let CHIBASE help sort it out! 



i lor the PCW by Chi 



Putting your notes or abstracts on Chi base is really easy, and Chibase helps you to 
firtd just the ones you need by means of keywords. 
This is how Chibase could work for you: 

# You can use Chibase to replace an indexed cardfile or notebook. A Chibase 
record corresponds to a card in the card in the cardfile or a page in the notebook. 

% Chibase includes a simple text editor which enables you to enter and amend your 
record text on the screen. As you type in or amend your record text, you can 
nominate one or more word? as keywords. A single key command nominates the 
word at the cursor as a keyword, and the word becomes highlighted. 

# A single key command causes the edited text to be stored as a record on the 
database. The keywords will be stored in an index. The software uses the index to 
find records, 

You can selectively retrieve records by means of an enquiry which is just a list of 
keywords. Those records which include the listed keywords will be retrieved. 
You can also retrieve onty those records whose keywords include some minimum 
number of the keywords in the list. 

Some features of Chibase 

Fast and easy to use : No complicated syntax to learn. 

# Free format text up to 2 3 1 i nes of 80 characters per record . 

• Keywords up to 1 5 characters. Up to SO keywords per record. 

# An Index of keywords is automatically maintained by the software. You can view 
or print the index. 

The index can distinguish between upper and lower case characters if required. 

# Form facility, if required, heips you to position text within the records. Move 
between pans of the form by pressing the TAB key. 

♦ Export/Import facility enables you to move English text to or from your word 
processor. 

• Amend/Delete facilities- 

• 5ortfacility.(Needs512KRAM). 

• High capacity achieved by automatic text compression and true variable length 
records. "■*> ra 

• Comprehensive Indexed Manual with tutorial introduction. 

SPECIAL OFFER PRICE £39.95 inc.fcloses Dec. 



CWMBRAN COMPUTER CENTRE 

(Dept. £P). 3-4 Venmor Road, Old Cwmbran, Gwl 
Phone: (OiWf 40996 or 1 -399 9758 {24 hours) 
Access, Visa welcome 
Open: Mon-rri 9.00 - 7.00. Sun 1 0.00 - 1 .00 



Am 



NEW 



The new Am-Stax 8 Series Is a new and unique stand designed to stack your 
PCW 3256 or 8512 plus keyboard and printer in less than a quarter of a 
square metre 'of floor space. Its reclining monitor position and better 
angled keyboard pake the PCW even more user friendly. 

The Am-Stax is 960 mm high, 411 mm wide and 520 mm deep with keyboard at 
730 mm height. Rigidly constructed from HDF board and beautifully finished 
In durable red, white or black lacquer, the unit comes to you as a flat 
pack kit which is easily assembled in minutes with the alien key provided. 



THE PRICE £29.95 inc VAT 



plus post and packing £3.30 - total £33.25 



TO ORDER: 

Clip the coupon, tick your choice of colour, fill in your none and 
address and send with your cheque for £33. 25 made out to A»-Stax Ltd tor- 

AM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 QBE 

Olo stamp needed - Please allow 28 days for delivery) 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 



to 



to 



zo 



r** Mh-rTAK i* a copwiismt cebivn. hf«[bt*tfit ion *nq patent applied fob. 



o^ ^ 



PCW 8256/8512/9512 




0-56 IN 13 SECONDS! 

The PCWHD20 will put both sides of 56 Floppy Disks on line in just 13 
seconds from turning on the power! 

Fully Locoscrlpt II compatible. 




PERIPHERALS 



TAKING THE PCW COMPUTERS TO THE NEXT DIMENSION 

PCWHDIOrrp £299 + VAT PCWHD20 rrp £465 + VAT LOCOSCRIPTII rrp E 1 9.95 inc VAT 

TEL: 021-359 0981 TELEX: 334535 BMTEC G FAX: 021-359 0433 

ASTON SCIENCE PARK, LOVE LANE, ASTON TRIANGLE, BIRMINGHAM B7 4BJ 




EASY LABELLER 

PURPOSE DESIGNED TO SOLVE ALL YOUR LABELLING NEEDS 
NO FILES — NO FUSS — VERY FAST — EASY TO USE 



24 HOUR 



ORDERING 



PROGRAM FEATURES 

' Inslani automatic sorting 
' Prints single labels 
' Prints multiple labels 
' Prints labels by caiegory 
" 99 numeric categories 
' DiNereffl on line print styles 
"Up lo iooo labels on disc 
' Any size labels catered for 

* Any number across the page 
' Dale stamping 
' Serial numbering 
' Label coding 

• Full on screen editing 
' Command driven 
" Over lilty commands 
' Find text and chang. 

* Find text and print I 
" Instant access lo a 
' On screen help 
1 Set all margins, gap s) 
' Pause printing betwe- 
' Printouts in listing lorr! 
' Scan labels for easy 
" Unlimited non print inter? 

e g telephone numbers 
' Multiple data disc capability 
" Test print lor setting up labels 
' Test patterns 

• USE WITHIN MINUTES 
'Plus lots more 1 



'MORE PROGRAM 
FEATURES 

' Start all printouts Irom a 

particular label 
' Labels printed any number of times 
' New disc generation 
' Serial number lormatling 
' Serial number step selling 
' Program help in memory 
' Program written in hi- 
' Date checking i 
L ' Plus mn 



WHAT THE PRESS SAID 

Naming a product is often a difficult 
task but in the case of EASY 



LABELLER trtpj^, 



ms it all. 




r ADDRESS LABELS 

89x36 mm 1 or 2 wide 

2000 4000 8000 

Nett 9.00 17.00 32.00 

V.A.T. 1_.35 2.35 4.80 

TOTAL 10,35 19,35 36.80 

kpther sizes are available 



USE 



£29.95 



+ E4.49I 

vatJ 



voneryand 
mos t powerful program 



M.A.S.S. FREE POST (8000+ JAN] 
S3 DEREHAM ROAD 
NORWICH 



PLEASE STATE 
COMPUTER TYPE. | 



ems 
Industries (I CI) 
i elecom 
Fred Perry Sportswear 
Michelin Tyres 
BoqIs the Chemist 

ARE ALL EASV LABELLER 
L CUSTOMERS! 



NR2 4BR 

TEL (0603) 630768 
Jto stamp 



A DEMONSTRATION PACK FOR £5.00 + VAX 

EASY LABELLER is available Irom more and more reia^l cutlers but should yOu encounter any 
dilticu'ltes in obtaining your copy Mien 'eel iree to order cfireci 

II you would like (0 see [he prog/am before you purchase then lake aowantage ot our 
demonstration pack oiler The program rs tully lunctional bul [he number ot taoels 15 resided 
and an output is to the saeen A demonstration pach is available for £S 00 1 vai ,ind is 
leemabie aflainsi .? U' wo r K rig version 



PLEASE NOTE: EASY LABELLER is a purpose designed program and NOT a database adaption. 1 he need to 
deal with disc files is NOT REQUIRED, THOUSANDS of satisfied customers, both expenei iced and first tjme users, 
have found EASY LABELLER invaluable for producing MAILING LISTS, TICKETS, CONTINUOUS ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSING as well as a QUICK and EASY filing system. 



CASE IN POINT 
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R 



eligious Education is perhaps not the first subject 
anyone would think of when considering a 
classroom revolution caused by a PCW. My PCW 
has changed my classroom and the image of the subject I 
teach, almost overnight. 

Six months ago, I was one of those teachers who had 
never touched a computer, in fact, I was scared stiff of the 
things. Then my deputy headmaster persuaded me to ask 
someone for ten minutes tuition on a word processor. Even 
on an outdated '380Z' computer, that ten minutes changed 
my life... and that of most of my students. Not only was I 
completely hooked, but I was also able to see countless 
ways in which t could begin to develop the use of 
Information Technology within my classrooms. 

It wasn't long until I decided to purchase a PCW 8256 (or 
myself. A PCW was already in use in the school office since 
some of the administration for the school is already being 
done on the PCW, so I knew that it had all the necessary 
qualities. Although primarily a word processor, the graphics 
were good, there was a printer in the package, it was easy to 
use, and it was the right price. I was excited by the new 
possibilities and challenges which it presented. 

Happiness on a desktop 

My next purchase was a desktop publishing system, and 
armed with this, I began a revolution. Desktop publishing 
systems. I am convinced, are a must for any teacher, 
particularly of humanities, who is prepared to take seriously 
the challenges of Information Technology. In fact, I'm almost 
at the stage of wondering how I ever managed without it. 

Newsdesk International has proved to be ideal for my 
needs. I'm very thankful for the luck (or guidance) that led 
me to it in the first ptace. My students (aged 11-16) have 
found it very easy to use. and it makes R.E classes quite an 
attraction, even to those adolescent pupils who would die 
rather than admit that R.E could be interesting. 

Groups of children regularly work 
together on the production of the front page 
of the Bethlehem Star, or the Orient Express. 
The results have been exciting, original and 
entertaining. Pupils come up to me as I walk 
around the school saying, "Miss, can I come In 
at lunchtime to do some extra R.E on the 
computer?" And my reply is usually, "I cant fit you 
in on the computer today, but you can come and 
prepare what you want to do, and use the computer 
tomorrow." It has been miraculous. R.E. increased in CJ* 
popularity overnight, and pupils stopped seeing it as 
an outmoded subject. They began to be excited by 
the things which they were doing in R.E. 

My pupils have been fascinated by different font 
styles. Usually, they try out 'Old Font' first. The new font 
file, with its Celtic characters is also popular, and 
Chunky' has been very useful for title pages. They love 
writing things in columns, and thoroughly enjoy moving 
things around the screen. Experimenting with graphics is a 
favourite, and the fill' function has caused many hours of 
enjoyment. Children have found it satisfying to be able to 
mix text and graphics. It seems like magic to them, to be 
able to introduce a picture from the snip art file, and to watch 
it grow at the touch of a key, and to use it to enhance their 
written work. They have also managed to learn quite a lot of 
R.E! It has become a splendid way of dealing with some of 
those children who are usually less motivated. 

Less able pupils have particularly benefitted through 
using the computer, since the PCW solves handwriting and 
spelling problems. They can see at once how attractive their 
work looks. They immediately feel happier with it, and are 
much more enthusiastic, because they know that they have 
achieved something good. There is an inbuilt satisfaction in 



A RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE 

In which teacher Gwyneth Windsor applies some 

new technology to the Gospels 



a nicely presented piece of work that the pupil can show to 
anyone and not feel embarrassed or ashamed about. In fact, 
pupils are usually so thrilled with what they have produced 
that they want to show everyone. The average R.E. exercise 
book has never been known to be handed round in the same 
way! 

Examining all the issues 

One of the thrilling things about the 
new GCSE exams is the 
fact that 




KMffb 
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CASE IN POINT 



The acid test 



I was concerned to find out whether the use ot 
more interesting presentation made any 
difference to the children's work. In the same 
class of 13 year old pupils, I produced two 
different sets of worksheets. Each had exactly 
the same questions. One set, however, was 
simply produced on Locoscript. The other was 
designed with an interesting layout, using 
Newsdesk. Pupils who worked with the 



carefully designed layout, incorporating 
different fonts, windows and graphics, on the 
average scored 5 marks higher than those 
whose work was given to them in a more 
traditional manner. This, to me, was a great 
incentive to try and get the best from my 
students by putting into my preparation, that 
little bit extra offered by the use of a Desk Top 
Publishing System. 



students can present course work in a wide variety of 
formats. Of course, this opens up some very interesting 
possibilities, and it is really terrific to be able to suggest that 
students present their coursework written on LocoScript, or 
in a more interesting way using the Desk Top Publishing 
System adding graphics where appropriate. 

One group of 14 year old students planned a survey, and 
wrote the questionnaire on LocoScript. They then printed the 
required number of copies, and conducted the survey. DR 
Graph seemed an appropriate tool for dealing with the 
format - pie charts and histograms have become a 
straightforward way of dealing with data, and helping 
students to see the relevance of RE. to their everyday life. 

The same group of students planned a series of 
questions which both helped therm research and tested their 
knowledge ot Baptism. They stored these on LocoScript, 
and added to the questions as new ideas came up. After 
printing these, students then researched and answered 
questions which they themselves had worked out. formalised 
and printed. This made them far keener to work on the 
finished assessment. By the time that they came to answer 
the questions, they had done so much research, and were 
so familiar with the ideas involved, that they had little trouble 
in working out the answers and evaluating the fairly complex 
ideas involved. 



Bible on the box 

A video digitiser was my next large purchase. The pupils 
were thrilled. They find it fascinating to select pictures from 
the videos which they watch as part of their coursework, and 
to actually be able to see them captured on the computer, 
and printed. Pictures reprinted from the video via the 
digitiser make a tremendous difference, both to the filling in 
of a questionnaire and also to the content of the educationa! 
video itself. 

My PCW has also been marvellous in the production of 
more interesting worksheets for children to use. In these 
days of educational cuts, few of us can afford sets of text 
books. They also go out of date fairly rapidly, both in terms 
of information, and also in style of presentation. Most 
secondary school teachers spend vast amounts of time on 
the production of interesting worksheets/information sheets 



Are you a case? 



Has your PCW revolutionised your life? 
Traumattsed it? Case in Point' is a regular 
(eature of 3000 Plus and we are looking for 
readers with interesting experiences to relate. 
If you use your PCW for something more than 
just LocoScript, why not share your thoughts 
with a waiting world? 

Try to keep things light but specific with a 



smattering of hard facts about the packages 
you use. ft you've had a had time with some 
software don't be afraid to sound off - you 
could be saving other readers weeks of agony. 

We are looking for articles of not more 
than 2000 words, tor which we will pay our 
usual generous rates. Write to Case In Point, 
8000 Plus, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ. 



30 8000 PLUS 



for their students. Here again, the desktop publishing system 
comes into its own. Using DTP plus digitiser, worksheets 
which look both interesting and very professional can be 
produced at fairly low cost. They can be stored on disc and 
extra copies produced quickty and simply. Another major 
advantage lies in being able to produce rapid updates when 
data changes. 



For Humanities' sake 

It would be possible to argue that one computer in a 
classroom is not enough. I find that even having the one my 
classes are organised into a number of groups, each 
working in a different way. One of these groups will be 
working on the PCW. Because it is so straightforward to use. 
valuable subject-specific work can be produced from the 
very first time that students use the machine. It is thrilling to 
see how quickly they grasp how to use the various 
programs. They only need to be shown once, and they are 
able to produce work of a very high quality. It raises their 
expectations of what they are able to do. They expect the 
work to be perfect, and consequently the standard is higher, 
of content, as well as format. 

In some ways, the most exciting change has been in the 
level of motivation of many ot the pupils. Having once 




started to experiment with the use of a PCW. I can see so 
many ways in which I can use it. All I lack is time! When I 
can afford it, my next purchase is going to be a MasterScan 
scanner... I can already think of dozens of ways to use it in 
my classroom. 

Once my Headmaster saw the difference that my own 
PCW was making in my classroom, and the interesting work 
being produced in RE., he was very quick to offer to 
purchase an official one for the department. He was sure 
that it was going to be money well spent. We looked at the 
other possibilities open to us. within a certain budget, but 
came back to the PCW8256 because we couldn't find 
anything to better it for use in a Humanities class. The 
peripherals are easily available and inexpensive, and the 
students can use it without much instruction. It meets our 
needs better than anything else. 

Each time a child uses a computer effectively in a 
classroom situation, it is an advertisement for that machine. 
If the machine is readily available and recognisable in the 
local stores where children shop with their parents - as the 
PCW certainly is - it can influence what mums and dads 
buy Manufacturers, therefore, please take note: educational 
discounts would be helpful, and ultimately increase sales. 

My final plea is to those who have responsibilities for 
finance. Don't be scared to spend money on a PCW for an 
R.E. department. The uses of a computer in a Humanities 
subject are infinite. 




PERSONAL 

EXCELLENCE 

PACKAGE 

for Peak Mental Performance 



INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

1 0% off any PEP order placed 
before 31.12.87 



• WHAT IS YOUR IQ? 

• WHAT ARE YOUR BEST THINKING SKILLS? 

• WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS AND 
WEAKNESSES OF YOUR CHARACTER? 

• HOW DO STIMULANTS OR ALCOHOL 
AFFECT YOUR NERVOUS SYSTEM? 

• WHAT TIME OF DAY DO YOU MAKE YOUR 
BEST DECISIONS? 

• CAN YOU IMPROVE YOUR MENTAL 
PERFORMANCE? 

PEP provides 1 6 different activities to tell you the answers 
to all these questions and more. It gives you both fun and 
serious food for thought at home and at work, 

MORE DETAILS FROM 01-607 5844 

r Please send me LDcopy(ieS) of PEP al £29 95 each (£26.95 before 31. 12.87) inc VAT 
I plus E2.30 p&p. To run on . 

I D I enclose a cheque. U Please charge my ACCESS"/ ISA 
Card No Exp dale 
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■ I — I Please send me further delails 
| Signed - 

I Name _ 

■ Address . 
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I lansyst Ltd, Dept SPL, FREEPOST. London N7 8BR. 01-607 5844 



THE OFFICIAL AMSTRAD PROFESSIONAL USERS CLUB 
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A AMSOFT AND MORE 

BY JOINING the Official Users Club you can buy a whole range 
sinew software at jamasncallv taw prices to make your Am strad 
even more versatile and useful Iftan ever. 

By taking advantage of the savings you will recoup vow 
membership tee In only weeto ! Look what else you get: 

A The widest range of branded Amsr/ad approved products 

stocked in depth all at substantial discounts. 
A HELP HOTLINE tor any technical advice you need. 

AtecJutetyFREE! 
A 12MCT<THSFREEsub5cnpliDnbAms«radPCW 

Magazine. 
a 24 hour telephone ordering facility, 
a FREE monthty newsletter, pactedwirh hints, tips and 

reviews. 
A Exclusive products lor club m embers 
A Privileged previews ol new products 
A Big prize competitions. 
A Products deiveredcSrect to your door. 
A USER CLUB TRAINING CENTRE: includes homo consultancies, 
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DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. JOIN THE CLUB .„ SCOOP THE SAVINGS 




n nnmi 




CLUB MEMBERS 
ALWAYS SAVE 

A PCW OWNERS A 

Mb afwart ky to stock to products mtii* f» PCW user II jsnty 

requires. Our pftoss ara *scgunajd to oj roambars jnd 1 pragant 
Hams in stock indudw Looamail, loeD^al, Supafcaic It, Moderns. 
Mwu-mals, Temomffla. Pageboy, StopiySay guide to Locoaoipt, 
Top Games. Blar* Dais, Prailet Alton. Claarang Kid, Dual 
Cowis. Doc Boxes. Prritw Standi. Anf -Glare SneSfis. plus ■ 
cwnprehonarw mage of aducaacnal software and muoh men.... 

RMfOfl DETNLS 

CTOPPflESS...W(Whwniixfc1r«orf»3-i**wnMd 

in ha UK 



INTRODUCTORY GIFT 

ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

When completing your application form below, ptease write 
h Ihe space provided your choice of tee introductory gilt 
which you wis receive along with your Welcome Pack. 1 

1. 2 Hank 3* discs. 

2. Step-by-Step Gukte to Locoscript. 

3. Ternpmate & Pageboy (for Locoscript). 

4 . PCW computer clearing kit. 

5. Magazine binder-holds upto tissues 

6. Menu Male. 

7. High qualily fabric ribbon. 

8. Honker box. 

Please choose one of the above and write description below. 



ORDER ACTION LINE - DIAL 091-510 8787 NOW! 

For extra-last attention, order now by phone quoting Access or Visa number 

Or fill in the coupon below and send lo the 



training centre, books, and Home Study packs. OFFICIAL AMSTRAD USER CLUB, ENTERPRISE HOUSE. P.O. BOX 10, ROPER STREET, PALLION INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SUNDERLAND SR4 6SN. 
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Sknpiy M In ihe coupon and return 
It to ut it the address shown together wtth your 

remittance. Wtl send you your exclusive 
membership card stong with your Welcome Pack' 

and your Free Gift 
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LOCOSCRIPT 



LAYOUT 
RULES OK 

Rob Ainsley sizes up a few documents in 
LocoScript 2 
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The sort of paper you use for your letters depends on 
what sort of letter you want to send. Business 
correspondence will probably go out on bog-standard 
headed A4; but your love fetters would look more romantic 
on that scented, odd-sized, sideways hand-made Japanese 
washi you picked up in Kyoto. With LocoScript, you're in 
luck; far better and more easily than most word processors, 
you can set up your layouts and paper types to cope with 
any piece of paper you throw at it. 

First, suppose you're wanting to set up a disc to hold 
some business letters. In group on your blank disc, hit C 
for 'create' a document, calling if TEMPLATE. STD. As you 
know, when you create any new document in a group, 
LocoScript will take the group's TEMPLATE. STD and use it 
as a starting point for your new document. So, if you create 
a TEMPLATE, STD consisting of a heading with your 
company name and address, every document you ever 
create in that group afterwards will have the heading 
automatically included in it. 




A setting up paper lype menu lor 816 noletet 



The first thing to do in the new template is to set up the 
layout. On the f2=Layout' menu choose the 'Change layout' 
option. The cursor now moves up into the ruler line at the top 
of the text area; here you can set things like tab positions 
and left and right margins. 

Knowing where to set the margins is a big step to 
conquering your paper problems. Take a blank sheet of the 
paper you want to use, and with a pen mark out the actual 
area that you want the text to fall in. Now, in LocoScript 2 on 
the PCW8256 and 8512 you are probably using 1 2-pitch 
text, but on the 9512 the standard is 10-pitch. 

Now you can work out where the margins should be. 
Suppose your paper is A4, which is 8Va" across, and you 
want to leave a 1 'h" margin left and right. This means a left 
margin at 1 Va", and a right margin at 6V4". The margins in 
LocoScript are measured by character position (15 spaces 
in, 20 spaces in etc) so you have to convert inches to 
characters, which depends on the character pitch you are 
using. In this case, with 1 2-pitch text your margins would be 



at 18 and 81 . and with 1 pitch text at 1 5 and 68 (to the 
nearest whole number). 

One caveat applies for Loco 2 users - when you are in 
the editing layout stage the f8=Options' menu allows you to 
alter the 'scale pitch'. Make sure that the scale pitch is set to 
be the same pitch as your main text, usually 1 2-pitch on an 
8000, 10-pitch on a 951 2. 

Give them an inch 

Your Japanese notelets may not be anything like the 
standard sizes (as discussed in the box). Fortunately though 
you can define a new size as standard. 

Suppose the paper is eight inches long by six wide. In 
the Disc Manager screen (ie. not editing any document) 
select 'f6=Settings'. then the 'New Paper Type' option, and a 
list of data appears. The figures shown are taken from a 
paper type currently floating about, and you can revise them 
appropriately. First, choose a name, say Washi 8x6'. 
Indicate whether single or continuous stationery, and key in 
the height and width of the paper - each figure is specified in 
lines rather than inches, so since there are six lines per inch 
as standard, you need to multiply the height and width in 
inches by six, so for this example the height would be 48 
and the width 36. 

If continuous paper has been selected, you can set the 
left offset' - how much space to leave in the left margin, 
again width-in-inches-times-six - and change the top and 




A An example letterhead showing measurements of margins and distance 
between top of paper and top line, with corresponding screen shol ol letter 



bottom gap. On single sheet, the top inch and bottom half- 
inch (ie. top six and bottom three lines) are physically unable 
to printed on, but with continuous paper you can utilise this 
space for printing, though gaps of zero would risk printing on 
the perforations. 




A paper types menu showing Washi 8x6 added 10 (he others 



Press [ENTER] to 'create" the new paper type. The new 
paper type has to be stored to disc, otherwise it will be 
forgotten when you turn off, but this is effectively done 
automatically since when you leave the Settings menu 
you're are asked to put your Start-of-day disc in the drive for 
the new settings to be saved onto. 

You will now probably want to set up the document in 
question to use this 'Washi 8x6' paper too. Edit the 
document, go into the Document Setup area and go to the 
'f5=Page' menu. The "Paper Type' option then gives you the 
choice of types, and you'll see the paper just created on the 
list of available types, so select it. Exit back to the main 
editing text screen, and you'll see that the page breaks are 
in the correct places for your new stationery. 

You don't in fact need to explicitly alter the paper size 
that the printer is set up for, since as soon as you try to print 
your letter set up on washi LocoScript will point out that the 
printer is currently set up tor A4 and ask you whether you 
wish to use A4 or Washi 8x6. You can just pick the 'Use 
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A printer querying paper size menu 



paper type tor document' option when the printer query is 
reported, and from then on the printer expects your own 
washi. You can make Washi 8x6 the default paper type {ie. 
the type always expects whenever you use the PCW) by 
declaring it as the default in the Printer Defaults' option of 
the f6=Settings' menu on the Disc Manager Screen. 

All that remains to do now is to set your margins in the 
template, and you can use that group for all your notelets; 
each new document will be set up on the right size paper, 
with the right margins. 

Stock answers 

Suppose you are typing away, and halfway down the first 
page there are some columns of figures to be laid out. The 
layout has to be different for this bit, with some decimal tabs 
and narrower margins. 

Press [f2] and select 'new layout'. Set up your new 
margins, tabs etc., to suit the columns you want, and when 
you're satisfied [EXIT] and type in the figures. 

Suppose you want to switch between the original layout 
and the figures' layout constantly. You can get back to the 
original by keying in [+)LT1 (LocoScript2 thinks of the 
original layout as 'Layout 1 ' of ten 'stock layouts" which you 



can define to use whenever you want - at the moment 
you've only defined this one). To get the 'figures' layout 
again, you can just insert the iLayouT] code which 
appeared at the beginning of the figures' layout - either use 
the [COPY] and [PASTE] keys to copy the layout code, or 
remember what number the layout was in the list of stock 
layouts and use the [f2] menu to inser that layout number 
where you want. 

Hit [f1] and select the 'document setup' option. Select 
[f2], Layout, and choose 'change stock layouts'; a list of ten 
layouts appears. Selecting one of these 8y cursoring over it 
and [ENTER [ing. you can set tabs, margins, select pitch size 
and justification, etc. - [EXIT] takes you back to the list. 



LOCOSCRIPT 



For lazy types 

The sman way to set tabs without 
using menus is 10 press the [+] 
key - once for a norma) lab, twee 
tor a right lab, thiee times lor a 
centre and tour tor a decimal 



Size isn't important 



LocoScript initially expects everything to be 
on A4 paper, and you could therefore go 
through lite happily slicking exclusively to A4 
and never worrying about anything else. But 
what about your odd-sized notelets? Well, In 
LocoScript 2 you can specify as part of the 
document what size paper the result Is 
Intended to be on. Also, the printer 
(independently) expects to be printing out in a 
certain size, so it knows where to put the page 
breaks. You can set either to expect A4, AS 
(normally or sideways) or 11 inch continuous 
paper. 

If the two sizes are different, you're offered 
a choice at the printing stage to use the paper 
the printer expects ('use current paper'). You 
might use this tor drafts - you might have 
several different paper type documents but 
want a quick draft of each on continuous 



paper. Alternatively you could override the 
printer and tell it to accept the size intended 
for the document ('change to paper intended 
for document'). 

The PCW can cope straight off with the 
everyday sizes mentioned above. To set up a 
document as A5 sideways ('landscape' - the 
normal way around Is called 'portrait'} for 
example, you would go via 11=Oplions' 
through 'document setup" and then via 
i5=Pages' to 'paper types'. You can select AS 
and landscape by setting with the [+] key. 
Appropriate [EXITJs and [ENTER] s take you 
back lo editing the document. 

To set up the printer to expect this size, hit 
the [PTR] key and via [13] select the paper type 
you require. [ENTER] and [EXIT] takes you 
back to the disc manager. 



LocoScript normally uses Layout in the headers and 
footers, and Layout 1 in the body of the document. You can 
name each layout ('figures', 'body', 'footnotes' and so on) if 
you wish via 17=Name"; when you've set up as many as you 
think you'll need you can EXIT back to the headers and 
footers. 

In a document you can insert these layouts by going 
through the "copy stock layout' routine ([f2] r 'New Layout' , 
then [f5], and select which layout you want to use). However, 
short-cut commands with the [+] key like [+]LT5 (which 
invokes layout 5) and [+]LT1 (to return to the original layout) 
can be used instead. Note this is different to LocoScript 1 , if 
you are a recent convert, where you typed [-JLT to return to 
the basic layout. The name of the current layout being used 
is displayed in the top left-hand corner; unless you've given 
a layout a name, it'll be called something prosaic like 'Layout 
1". If you change the layout through [12], without going into 
document setup. LocoScript thinks of this as a temporary 
change, and the name doesn't change. 

The stock layouts only apply to a single document - but if 
you know you'll be using the same layouts in lots of different 
documents, define the stock layouts in your TEMPLATE. 
STD - then in any new documents in that group you can_ 
select any of these layouts just by [+]LT3 or whatever. 
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PCW HARDWARE 


Amstrad PCW 8256 


..C285 00 


Amstrad PCW 8512 


C379 00 


Amstrad PCW 9S12 


..£474.00 


Amstrad AS232/Cem. Interface 


....£49.00 


Amstrad FD/2 Second drive 

8256 Memory Upgrade 8512 


£125.00 
....£24.00 


RSC SPECIAL OFFER 

FD2+ MEMORY UPGFtADE E1 45 



RSC PCW Printer Extension E11.00 

(pack includes power extension) 
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MODEL RSC L3 



Specially assigned by RSC - Two Illuminated products lor 
the computer operator! and general office use. 

* Economical power consumption 

"Localised Ikimlnatfon - lees strain on me eye* 

' Can be poised at In* angle required. 

RSL l_2 CJ4 (Include* bub) 

SSL LS £ 1 • {includes bub) 

Replacement bubt C3.S0 



PCW SOFTWARE - DATABASES 


Camsoft Cambase 


....£33.00 


Caxton Cardbox 

Caxton Condor 1 „.„ 


....£39.00 
£63 00 


Camsott Delta 1 .25 


....£69.00 


Sage Retrieve 


E45 00 


Sage Magic Filer 






£28 00 


Supertype (Digita) 




Database Manager (At Last) 


....£19.50 


Masterfile 8000 


PMnri 




NEW PRICE dBase II 


~ E6M ^ — 


WORDPROCESSING 


Micro Pro Pocket Wordstar 

Micro Pro Pocket Wordstar Deluxe 

Tasman Tasword 6000' 

Tasman Tasprint 8000* 


..,£31.00 
...£51.00 
...E17.00 
...E11.00 


Tasman Taspell BO00* 


£12 60 


Newstar Neword II 


..,.£51,00 

£45 00 


Arnor Pocket Pretext 


£29.00 


SPREADSHEETS PCW 


Amsoft Supeicalc 2 


...£32.60 


Newstar Cracker II 


...£32.60 


Scratchpad Plus 


E49 00 




GRAPHICS PCW 


DrDraw 

Dr Graph 


....£32.00 
....£32 00 


(Both programs together) .,., 

Electric Studio Mouse Set , 

Electric Studio Video Digitiser 


£60.00 

£95.00 

... £80.00 



AMX MOUSE PACKAGE 

(with Desktop) 

Graphic Front End-Desk Diary 

Telephone Address Book- Me mop ad 

Desk Accessories all for 

£60 



) 243301 

(24 hours) 
(0923) 241921 



PCW DUST COVERS 



Very attractive set. Keep your PCW dust free 

VDU keyboard & Printer £8.65 

(Please specify 8256, 851 2 or 951 2) 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleel Street Ed«or Plus £43,00 

Electric Studio - Newedesk International £33.50 

The Database Publisher (Software) £25 00 

Database Desktop Publeher (with AMX Mouse) ... C59.0C 



LIGHTPEN WITH NEWSDESK 
£55 



RSC'S SPECIALS 



Amsoft CF2 

Double sided/Single Density 
E20 for box of 10 

Amsoft CF2 DD 

D/S Double Density 
E40 for box of 10 



LOCOSCHIPT 2 -£16 



DISC STORAGE BOXES 



AMS 20L 

(holds 21 3- disks) 

Perfect Storage 
Box Designed 
and made 
for 3" Disks £1 




RSC 60 

Supplied with 
dividers. 
Index labels. 
Lock and 2 keys 
Anti-static £14 
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ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

Export, Government & Educational Orders 

Welcome. All enquiries & payments to 
RSC Ltd, 75 Queens Road, Watford 

WD1 2QN 

Telex: 265871 MON REF G. REF CJJ128 

Tel: (0923) 243301-241921 

Caller* Welcome 

All pries* subleci io cfiange wUhout notes- all goods sucjeciia 

availability 

Carriage Free 

Map Integrated Accounts 

- Seise. Purchase. Nominal Ledgers and Stock Control. Com- 
prahenalve Reporting of Debtors. Creditor*. Invoicing Slate 
mania, VAT. cajculaikm, Prot I and Loss Account* andSalance 
Sheet .£99,00 

Camsott Slock Control _ £38,00 

Cameott Sales Ledger „„„ _.... £38,00 

Cam*ort Purchase Ledger „.. £38.00 

Camsott Nomina] Ledger _„ , £38.00 

Carnscfl Invoicing System £38,00 

PSPN-Salea. Purchase and Nominal , £69.00 

PSIS-Stcck. Invoicing and SaJee £60.00 

PSIL-Stock. Inv, Sales. Pureht Norn , £98.00 

Money Manager Plus £28,00 



PCW COMMUNICATIONS 



MODEMS 
Amstrad V21/V23 

(manual modem) ,.,„ ,.,.,■■_■■■»■„ ...,.,.„...tltfMM 

Linnet V21/V23 

- Auto dialling and answering 

- Hayes compatibility 

- 32 namea/N umber/Store 

- 3 Help Menus - Beet value _ £129,00 

WS4000 (Miracle Tech) 

- Auto-Hayes - standard , ..,.._ EIS8.O0 

Sage Chlt-Chat Software 

Sage Corrtio (ChkcheJ * Unnm Modem! £1B2 

Sage Chit Chat software _ „ £78 

Dial up communication* software £88 



ACCOUNTS PCW 



Sage Popular Account* 

- Designed for Ineiperienced user*, suitable for cash or credit 
trade. Single program disk, fully automatic sales. 
pu ten as e* nominal ledger, 999 sales* purchase accounts 

- £65.00 

Sage Popular Account* Plut 

- All the features of I he Accounts program, prut automatic 
Invoicing and Slock Recording „,.,. £99,00 

Saga Popular Invoicing 

- For I he business wth higher than average output oi Invoices. 
Can be used on Its own or in conjunction with Sage Popular 
Accounts _ „ _ £47.00 

Sage Popular Payroll 

- Handles all UK tax codes and N.I. table* £47.00 

Saga Popular Combo Pack 

- Popular Accounts and Payroll „ _.,. £99,00 

Sage Super Combo Pack 

- Popular Account* and Invoicing and Payros £155.00 



Mini Office A^\ 

PROFESSIONAL <$? 



This phenomenally success I u I package now 
comes to the Amstrad PCW - with many new 
tea lures 

Mini Office II consists of F IVF separate programs 
• Word processors ^ 

- Database (win label primer) 

■ Spreadsheet 

■ Graphics 

■ Communications 
and you can swap data between different 

programs to produce ooworlul resulls 
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With MasterScan you 
can reproduce any 
picture on your PCW 
screen - and print it 
out as often as you 
like. ESS 

Incorporate graphics into packages as The 
Desktop Publisher. Reel Street Editor Plus and 
Newsdesk. Send Scanned images via modem to 
other PCWs anywhere 

/MUF paoktt 

As well as creating drawings from scratch 
you can load in scanned images from Mas- 
terScan and manipulate them using any of 
MasterPainfs versatile tools. Then you can 
remove superfluous detail, fine tune the 
drawings using the zoom feature, and add 
text. £15 



M^w 



MasterScan 

and 
MasterPalnt 

£60 



PCW GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Locomail (please specify tar Locoscrpl 1 Of ?) E26.00 

Locoswsll [plaasa spacJy for Lccoscnpt I of 2) £26.00 

Mas* Easy Labeiter E2B.00 

Caxton Brainstem £33.00 

Rotate ..£17.00 

Plan It ,.£18.00 

Companion £16.00 

Digital PascatrMT+ £35.00 

Digital C Basic Compiler £35.00 

Tas Sign , £20.00 

Caiton Touch *n' Go .,........£17,00 

lartkey Crash Typing E17.00 

lanitey Two Fingers £17,00 

Prospeil £20.00 

AmorC £40.00 

Amor Maxam , £40.00 



DIGITA INTERNATIONAL 

Personal Tax Planner £20 
Business Controller £69 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



EPSON 

Epson LX800 150 CPS/80COL £193.00 

Epson EX800 300 CPSVSONLQ/80 COL £374.00 

Epson EX1000 300 CPS/50NLQ/136 COL ..£499,00 
Epson FX800 200 CP&50NLQ/B0 COL ......£294.00 

Epson FX1000 200 CPSrSONLQ/132 COL „ £385.00 
Epson LO2500 136 COU270CPS/90 NLQ .. £690.00 
Epson SQ2500 In* Jot £970.00 

EPSON LQB50 EPSON LQ1050 

■ 80co 24pln "1 aacoi 24pm 

•ZKJcpj Draft 73cpt NLO ' 220cp» Draft 73cp» NLQ 

■ 6* Suiter 'SKBufler 

' Friction & Tractor ' Friction & Tractor 

'113 copies * 1 & 3 copies 

* R.S.C. Pries CWS ■ R.S.C, Price £585 

Improved paper handling, continuous & cut sheet 
support a! press of a lever/button 

EPSON LQ2B0t) + 

The Epson LQ2500+ is a 24 pin letter 

quality Printer that replaces the LQ25O0. Its at 

270cps in draft/90 cps 

in LQ mode - five tetter quality fonts 

plus a lot quicker 

R.S.C. price £725 



Panasonic 

Panasonic KX-P1081 BOcol 120cpe * 24cp« NLQ .... £149.00 
P i-.as one KX ■ P 1 hS2 1 32co I. 1 BOopt + 38cp* NLQ.. C36S.00 
PanuonS KX-P1505 136coL 240opa + 51cps NLQ £495.00 
PuiuoncKXP 1082 col. lSOeps + NLQ.. £199.00 



4 WAY MAINS 
DISTRIBUTION SOCKET 




Don't trip over- Ideal tidying unit £12 

Above unit with built in Arrester - to give 

protection from mainsborne spikes 

and surges £17 



AMSTRAD 

DMP4000 136 coi-200cps FrT 50 NLO ..£275.00 

OMP3160 80 coneocps FT NLO £169.00 

Amstrad LO3500 24pin £319.00 



rttiMl [ r. KM VUMNrlSS 

Star NL10 1 20cps/30nlqm0col £1 89.00 

StarNX15 120cpS/30nlqM36col E288.00 

5larNB24-10 24pirv216q>a^2nlq/B0col £414.00 

Slar NB24-15 24pin/216cpsr72nlo/136col £518.00 

Star NB15 Same as above but 300c ps £595.00 

Panasonic KX-P3131U 17CPS £240,00 

Micro-P26 - 26CPS,... .£225.00 

Juki 6100 20CPS ....£257.00 

Juki 6200 30CPS ..£417.00 



R.S.C. SCOOP!! 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTERS 




LIMITED OFFER 

JUKI 6100+ Sheetfeeder 

for true compatibility 

UK's best selling daisy wheel 

R.S.C. price 
* £399 * 



ACOUSTIC HOOD 
FOR YOUR 9512 PRINTER 




Up to 90% noise reduction-Attractive linen 

textured finish-Maintenance tree-Easy to 

in stall-bronze tinted acrylic perspex lid with gas 

struts for smooth access. 

Available finishes- Black Ash, Magnolia and Light 

Grey £175 (Hood without trolley £1 25). 

For other printers please nng. 



K.D. PRINTER STAND 




TP&-25: K.O. Primef Bland lor 
80 column prints™. Paper Toads 
from underneath and ihe dial 

adjustable paper feed plate 
guides the paper onto the 
collection rack for neat 
stacking. Sturdy 61 eel and 
pta&liC oonst ruction wtth space 
saving design. 
C30.00 flO COL 
C37.00 132 COL 



EPSON GQ3500 LASER PRINTER 



6 page per minute/7 res fonts 
Hp Laser Jet compatibility 

£1345 
(maintenance available) 



Canon Laser LBP-8 Mark II £1795,00 

Hewlett Packard Laser Jet Series II €1945.00 
Brother HL8-8 pages per minute £1750.00 




KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAWER 



TKD21 : Keyboard ilorag* 
drawer. Steal and plastic 
construction. PC keyboard 
locate* In the tray and can 
be > I id out of light whan not 
In use, saw* space on your 
desk and protects from dirt 
and dual. CPU and monitor 
can souk on lop 
E3S 



PRINTER PAPER 



2000 Sheets 1 1x9.5 - 60gsm (fan) £15.00 

2000 Sheets 11x9.5-80gsm (fan) £18.00 

2000 Sheets A4 - 70gsm (fan) £22.00 

1000 Sheets A4 - 90gsm (fan) E15.00 

2000 Sheets 11x14.5 Ruled (fan) £22.00 

2000 Sheets 1 1x14.5 Plain (fan) £22.00 

1000 Adhesive Labels 1 across £6.00 

2000 Adhesive Labels 2 across ..£8.65 



PCW RIBBONS (min order 2's) 



QT2 
£4.30 each 



QT5 QTIO(ormore) 
£3.90 each £3.50 each 



PCW Multistrike Ribbons £6.00 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue, Brown, Red, 

Green).........., £6.00 

Ribbons for other Printers 



PCW 9512 RIBBONS 



QT2 QT5 QTIO(ormore) 

£3.35 each £3.15 each £3.00 each 

FOR DAISYWHEEL PRINTER ONLY 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 
Product Code Typeface 



Courier 10 Prestige Pica 10 

Recta 10 Oratorio 
Letter Gothic 1 0/1 2 Prestige Elite 12 
Script 12 Mini Gothic 15 

Each £4.95 



COPY HOLDER 

What every work station 
ought to have .No more 
looking down — or finding 
important drafts Takes very 
small amount of space and can 
be positioned at almost any angle 
TREAT YOUR3ELFE17.00 




RSCL1 



MOUSE MAT £5.00 
Thingi (Copy Holder) £7.00 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy £18.00 

Leather Goddesses £18.00 

Suspended £18.00 

Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Bridge Player £15.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11.50 

Lord of the Rings £15.00 

Tomahawk .....£14,00 

Scrabble £15.00 

The Pawn , £18.00 

Trivial Pursuits £15.00 

Graham Gooch Test Cricket.... £15.00 

Head over Heels ....£12.00 

Starglider £18.00 

Leaderboand £15.00 

Silicon Dreams.. £15.00 

Ballyhoo (Infocom) £17.00 

The Fourth Protocol £12,00 

Ace £15.00 

Strike Force Harrier £15.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.00 

PSI.5 Trading Company £15.00 
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ACCOUNTS 



ACCOUNTING 
FOR TASTE 

Are you using your PCW to run a small business? 
Adrian Wilkins looks at the best accounting 
packages. 



Any accountant or consultant dealing with small 
businesses will tell you the same tale. He probably 
has a multitude ot clients whose financial affairs are 
in a mess. Invoices and receipts thrown into a shoe-box or 
earner bag for the accountant to sort out at the end of the 
year, bills going unpaid because they had been forgotten, 
debts remaining uncollected for the same reason, and 
worse. No wonder then that the advent of cheap business 
computers and inexpensive accounts software packages 
have found a ready market. 

But this is not the whole story. There are also countless 
clients who have the computers and who have bought an 
accounts package, but are still in a mess - the receipts still 
go into the carrier bag while the computer gathers dust on 
some remote shelf. You wonder why? Read on to find out. 

Why computerise your accounts? 

If you think that having your accounts on computer will allow 
you to dispense with your accountant, think again. You will 
still require his services, for auditing if you are a limited 
company, or for personal tax if you are self-employed or a 
partner. However you will be able to reduce your 
accountant's bills by removing much of the routine drudgery 
from his task. 

The main objective of putting your accounts on to 
computer has to be so that you can control your business 
more intelligently. For instance it is possible to be making a 
fantastic profit and yet have no money in the bank. 

Alternatively you might be awash with 
funds but at the same time totally 
insolvent and about 




to go into receivership. An unexpected bill comes in - where 
do we get the cash to pay it? Which customers owe us 
money and for how long? Can the business really afford that 
new van? How much should I be offsetting for payment of 
tax? How much is my business worth? These are all 
questions which an accounting system can help answer. 
Many businessmen believe that profit and loss figures 
should be available tor scrutiny at least monthly, if not 
weekly. 

Of course the computer can only do this for you if you are 
organised about your financial dealings - it is not a panacea 
for sloppiness. Ideally the accounts should be updated daily, 
but once a week will normally suffice. 

Do you need an accounts program? 

What is the difference between a computerised book- 
keeping package and a full accounts system? 

The is no absolute definition of either. A book-keeping 
package tends to reproduce a manual cash-book, and 
facilities for keeping tabs on debtors and creditors are 
usually rudimentary. However it should work out your VAT 
payments, and most are able to produce a profit and loss 
position on demand. 

An Accounting package will normally provide three 
ledgers - the nominal (or general ledger), plus a sales 
ledger for controlling debtors and a purchase ledger for 
creditors. There is no point in buying a single-entry system; 
double-entry is simple with a computer, and usually invisible 
to the user, so don't be put off by the jargon. It permits a full 
trading account, profit and loss position, and balance sheet 
to be produced. Many such systems also offer some form of 
stock control and direct invoicing (with Sage this is sold as 
'Accounts Plus' which costs £149,50) 

All the packages reviewed here are sold as professional 
accounting systems. They do not handle personal finances 
or tax. 

Most businessmen are busy. They are probably not 
computer whizz-kids, and that they are not necessarily 
familiar with accounting terms. Accordingly, you ought to ask 
the following questions of any package you may think of 
buying. 

Can you understand the system in general by reading the 
user manual through once? With the manual to hand, can 
the system be setup within a couple of hours, in a logical 
manner? Thereafter how easy and time-consuming is it to 
use? Can you find your way round the system without the 
reference book on your lap all the time? How good are the 
printed reports, and do they give you the required 
information? Will the system handle a full year's data, to 
facilitate preparation of one set of accounts? And does it 
provide an audit trait, so that your accountant can spot any 
errors and make the necessary corrections? 

It will come as a relief to hear that most of the packages 
reviewed here came out honourably from these searching 
tests. However, in many cases the user guides were poor - 
incredibly bad in one instance - and you have to ask the 
question why some publishers resort to microscopic print. It 
can cause terminal optic distress and paper and ink 
costs surely can't be that significant. 

Obviously all these packages reviewed are single- 
user, and this factor limits the PCW as an accounting 
machine to small businesses, probably from £100,000 
to £1 million per year turnover, if you expect to do more 
than this you are almost certainly going to need a hard 
disc for faster storing and retrieval of large amounts of 
data and a faster printer than the PCW provides. 

Of course, if you are trying to convert your business 
from an existing manual accounts system then it's just 
common sense that you should make very sure to have 
the computer system mastered before making the final 




ACCOUNTS 



switch. A period of parallel running' is best - use both 
systems together and check the results match, to give you 
confidence. 



SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 

£100.05 • Sagesott {091-284 7077) 

t All PCWs 

The Sage package is reportedly the best seller of them all, 
with annual sales rumoured to be over £1 million. This is not 
without reason. The package is simple to install and 
relatively easy to set up, with a user manual that is both 
readable and which includes worked examples. 

There is complete flexibility over the number of sales, 
purchase and nominal accounts within the predefined 
maximum. It uses a single audit trail (which can grow to fill 
all the free space on the disc) and from which all the 
daybook, VAT and nominal ledger reports are based. For 
profit and loss reporting, and balance sheet, the nominal has 
to be subdivided into trading accounts, assets accounts, etc. 
This is highly flexible, but can be a little confusing at first 
(and it is all too easy to achieve a balance sheet that does 
not balance!), but this is offset by the fact that all the control 
accounts are preset (Bank, Cash, VAT, Debtors, etc). 

Once operational the system is a dream to use. There is 
no disc swapping, and simple clear menus make it possible 
for virtually anyone to use. with no accounting knowledge at 
all. In particular, transactions specifically for cash and 
cheque postings eliminate the requirement to understand 
journal debits and credits. The package handles VAT with 
ease, each posting being either devoid of VAT, net of VAT, 
Of the gross amount - the software calculates the 
appropriate figure in each case. When setting up opening 
balances and making journal transactions, the system forces 
the user to balance the ledger with equal entries elsewhere, 
thus preserving the double-entry trial balance. 

While it generally scores welt all round. Sage has a few 
niggling problems. For instance, the VAT calculation is 
occasionally 1 p out - the VAT rulebook says that any 
fractional pence amounts are dropped, but Sage rounds to 
the nearest penny. The package does not easily handle 
discounts, for prompt payment etc. 

The program is heavily overlayed (or chained' to use 
BASIC jargon) which makes it slower than necessary in 
operation. This can be obviated to a greater extent by 
preloading all the program files into drive M: - a fact that 
Sage do not publish. There is an editing routine to correct 
errors on input, but it is hard to use. An abort command is 
especially lacking. 

There is only one nominal account for 'bank' and thus it is 
impossible to post cash against the sales or purchase 
ledgers. The monthly profit and loss report and balance 
sheet operate by comparing the current nominal ledger 
account totals with those of one month ago. This means that 
the user has to perform a regimented month-end routine and 
use CP/M's PIP to copy the appropriate files from last 
month's backup disc to the current data disc. Finally, there is 
no year-end facility - the user has to reset all the trading and 
overhead accounts back to zero manually. 

Overall though, Sage is probably the best general system 
there is, covering the majority of functions that a small 
business would need, in a simple way. 



The right computer 



If you go Into a businessy-type computer shop 
and ask about what hardware and software 
you need, you may well come up against the 
business dealer's inherent bias towards IBM 
PCs, You will be totd that the PCW is 'not 
powerful enough' - which usually means that 
the salesman hasn't understood what you 
want to do or that he gets a bigger mark-up 
selling PCs than PCWs. 

So are PCWs powerful enough for the job? 
The answer is a categoric "Yes". The PCWs, 
despite being marketed by Amstrad as word 
processors, are powerful business machines 
in the micro scene and for accounting 
functions every bit as capable as their big 
brothers the PC1512 and 1640. Indeed, 
compared to a simple PC with no harrj disc 
they are approximately as fast in operation. 

Accounting programs tend to be quite 
large, and you will probably generate a fair bit 
of data over a year. The 651 2 is the best 
machine for running accounts on, since this 



has two disc drives (you can k"ep the program 
disc in one drive and data disc in the other). 
The new PCW9512 will also do since Its single 
disc drive is a large -capacity drive (720k) and 
you'll usually be able to fit everything on to 
one disc. However, you will probably find the 
8000-series dot matrix print more suitable tor 
accounts than the 951 2 s daisy wheel, since 
many programs format the pages to highlight 
important results by using condensed print, 
ruled lines, italic text and so on. 

It has to be said that the increasing 
popularity of the PCs has resulted in many ot 
the software houses applying less ol their 
development effort to the PCW market and In 
some cases this means that the best new 
accounting packages are not going to be 
released for the PCW. 

The programs reviewed here were all 
tested on an 8512, although they will work on 
any PCW. 



Business Controller arrives with a nominal ledger already 
set up which will cater for most businesses, and with a small 
tutorial provided you can be up and running literally within 
minutes. 

One novel feature is the inclusion of a report of financial 
ratios, such as liquidity ratio, sales turnover to working 
capital, etc. Normally these figures must be calculated from 
the accounts, and they can be useful to gauge the 
performance and health of a business. However it has to be 
said that such parameters are of more use to a large limited 
company or pic (indeed the stock market is obsessed with 
such figures) and not many publicly quoted companies will 
be keeping their books on a PCW. 

Business Controller allows the concept of debtors and 
creditors but does not include provision for separate sales 
and purchase ledgers with individual accounts for each 
customer and supplier. It follows that you cannot produce an 
aged debtor/creditor list. 

More of a problem for the not-so-tiny business is the way 
VAT is handled, or to be precise not handled. If you are 
posting a cash transaction then you have to enter two 
separate sales lines, one for the nett amount and a second 
for the VAT (which you must extract manually beforehand) 
This makes it so cumbersome that it virtually excludes the 
package for use by VAT-registered businesses. 

However, if you are not VAT registered, or if you are a 
retailer whose VAT is calculated in one lump sum at the end 
of a VAT quarter, then the Digita package does offer good 
value 



SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 



Sage on the 9512 

Sage Accounts is slightly 
prablemalic it you have a 
PCW9512. All its output is in 
condensed type (17 pitch)-, which 
<s illegible wilh a standard 
daisywheel. You can gel by il 
you use the 'Mm Gothic' 
alternative prinl wheel, which sat 
least designed lor 15 pitch work 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



m PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



BUSINESS CONTROLLER 

£99.95 • Digita international (0395 45059) 
• All PCWs 

Top of the league of professionally written and easy-to-read 
manuals! The package too is a delight to use, though it must 
be stated that it is not a full accounting system. 



DIGITA BUSINESS CONTROLLER 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 

DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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A How an accomls padtage presents the results to you - this one is a balance sheet tor a company's frrsl year's trading, 
tram Sage Accounis The 'net worth" o( the business is £6974, but in practice I he good-will' value built up over a year 
makes the true value higher lhan ihe taw accounl indicate. 
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A Aged debtors lisling Irom Sage Accounts lor Bath Ghoslbuslers'. to whom a total of £1452.05 is owed. While 'Rent-a 
Ghosl' owes Ihe most, Ihis is a current-month debt. 'Poltergeists International' have debts going back two months and 
older. 



CAMSOFTPSIL 

£149.95 • Cambrian Software {0766 831878) 
• All PCWs 

You could write a PhD thesis on what goes on in the minds 
of some software designers, Here ostensibly is an accounts 
package with some new ideas, but spoiled in its 
implementation. 
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CAMSOFT PSIL 
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The manual seems to have been put together in random 
order - not in the sequence you require to set up the 
system. Accordingly you think you have set it up, only to find 
half way through a transaction that it will not proceed 
because there was something missed out. This happens 
over and over again. 

The screen menus - dozens of them - are daunting and 
devoid of any methodology. Once into a transaction the user 
is presented with unhelpful prompts - for which you need the 
manual as reference as there is no on-screen help. A most 
infuriating aspect is the continuous stream of "Do you want 
to continue? Y/N" prompts that appear every tew seconds. 

The bonus points that Camsoft does pick up are as 
follows: there is a facility to mark debts as "disputed" - in 
which case they are reported separately. The nominal ledger 
is structured into summary groups by virtue of their account 
code, for example SALHW {Sales Hardware), SALSW 
(Sales Software) and SALCS (Sales Consumables) are all 
grouped as Sales in the section entitled SAL. Finally, the 
nominal ledger may also be analysed from the aspect of 
'cost-centres', for example if a business runs three offices in 
London, Cardiff and Nottingham then costs and profits can 
be attributed to each. 

However, it has to be said that overall this package is 
definitely not user-friendly. 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

£199.99 • Compact Software (0703 611214) 
• All PCWs 

This has to be the biggest of the packages reviewed - it is 
supplied on six discs! It follows that you are going to need as 
many backup discs, and that disc-swapping is going to be 
tiresome when swapping between ledgers. The manual is 
heavyweight also, running to over 350 pages. Setting the 
system up is daunting but in fact 
straightforward. 

The concepts behind the 
system are firmly rooted in 'the 
old school' of batch processing, 
and the user must have a 
reasonable accounting knowledge 
to get very far. It has to be said 
that this is not an appropriate 
package for the PCW market, 
bristling with facilities on the one 
hand that a small-businessman 
could rarely use (such as 
prepayments, accruals and 
standing journals) and yet lacking in some fundamental 
basics. 

On the plus side. Compact offers machine cheque 
printing, integrated nominal ledger, or stand-alone sales and 
purchases. The package offers a choice of bank accounts, 
useful for cash traders who wish to distinguish cash takings 
from banked receipts, and it also handles multi-company 
accounts. 

On the minus side, it is hard work. Entering a sales or 
purchase invoice, for instance, requires the user to input the 
nett figure, then the VAT amount, then the gross figure, and 
finally a batch total. This is a puzzle to anybody who thought 
computers were there to help in calculations not just to 
check that its human operator can add -up! 

The VAT reports are firmly wedded to the monthly 
cleardown process, and late invoices cannot be handled with 
their correct tax point. All postings to the nominal ledger 
must be entered as discrete debits and credits, and there is 
no automatic double-entry cash or cheque entry. 

Compact is an accounting system system specified by 
accountants and written for accountants. If you are not one it 
is probably not for you. 
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4 Proht and Loss report lor the lirst month's trading of Bath Ghostbosters'. again 
as presented by Sage Accounls Turnover is £11.14.43 (his monih, gross profit is 

ET047.W, and after overheads the netl prolit is £826.98. 



MAP ACCOUNTS 

£149.95 • MAP (061-624 5662) • All PCWs 
As with Compact, the MAP Accounts are also in the heavy 
brigade, using the older mainframe accounting concepts 
shoe-homed into a micro. The system comes on four sides 
of floppy disc which again means disc swapping as you 
move between ledgers. In addition there is a highly 
comprehensive stock-control system with the most 
advanced features of stock valuation based on a rotating 
stock philosophy, which also embodies assemblies of 
component parts. 

The similarity to Compact extends to the features, such 
as machine cheque printing and integrated or separate 
ledgers It also shares some of Compact's drawbacks - for 
instance posting directly to the nominal has to be 
accomplished by multiple single entries. 

MAP handles VAT differently to Compact in that it does 
calculate the VAT element on each sales or purchase 
invoice - if you specify a VAT code in the range A to F it 
treats the financial amount as inclusive of VAT and 
calculates the 3/23 appropriately. If on the other hand you 
specify the nett figure then VAT codes 1 to 6 permit you to 
input the actual VAT amount directly. 

Again, an accounting package of this scope is probably 
beyond the requirements of the average small businessman 
and his PCW, and more suited to company accountants 
running on a larger set-up. 

SIMPLE ACCOUNTS 

£49.95 • Cornix (0462) 682989 • All PCWs 

This is one of the simpler cash-book style programs which 
allows you to keep track of where the money is going and 
what debtors and creditors you have (although there is no 
aged debtors facility). As the name implies the program is 
simple enough to use and the most recent versions have 
now the facility to make changes if you make a mistake - 
perhaps not pleasing the accounting purists who insist on 
audit trails of all changes but invaluable for the average 
PCW owner. 

Two drawbacks are that it gets very slow to use for 
complex operations, and that the number of entries allowed 
in a given period is limited, so you may need to choose your 
accounting period carefully. However, for a small business 
where the trader wants to hand over his trading figures in a 
more ordered manner with not too much fuss and wants an 
easy method to work out his VAT this is worth a look. 

SANDPIPER ACCOUNTS 

£149.95 • Sandpiper Software {0978 355333) 

• All PCWs 

The dismally thin manual (with not an example in sight) is a 
portent of things to come. This package is illogically 
structured, and the format of the nominal ledger is fixed and 
inflexible. When setting up the sales and purchase ledgers, 
the user has to guess in advance what the total number of 
entries will be. and if the business takes off and you hit this 
maximum then you are stuck. 



ACCOUNTS 



Jargon Buster 



Although you can't learn to be an accountant 
just by learning what the terms mean, at least 
you can bluff your way past an accounts 
package salesman: 

The Nominal Ledger: a series of accounts 
where entries are made relating to the 
expenditure and income ot the business. It is 
subdivided into sections such as trading, 
overheads, assets, debtors/creditors and 
capitalisation, 

The Sales ledger: a list ot all the credit 
customers, together with details of how much 
each owes, and from what dates. The total 
owing from all customers is balanced by the 
debtors control account in the nominal ledger. 

The Purchase Ledger: a list of atl your 
suppliers with whom you have a credit 



account, ft shows how much you owe to whom 
and for how long. It is balanced In the nominal 
ledger by the creditor's control accounts. 

Double entry, in the old days of book- 
keeping every entry made In one ledger was 
balanced by an equal and opposite entry in 
another ledger. Effectively this process ol 
entering everything twice gives a double- 
check safety net. In computer systems this is 
often done automatically anyway. 

Aged Debtors: nothing fo do with 
pensioners - this Is the list ot people who owe 
you money, arranged with the longest 
standing debts lirst. Handy It you offer 
discounts lor prompt payment/writs tor slow 
payment. 



While the package does offer fairly good invoice 
discounting facilities, and uses a concept of posting receipts 
to the oldest invoices outstanding, it suffers from some 
serious shortcomings. In particular, only one invoice copy is 
produced from the invoicing routine. There are no audit trail 
facilities, and requesting a statement print actually clears 
down all paid transactions - thus you lose the history on all 
your accounts. 

Overall Sandpiper has little to recommend it. 

What's the verdict? 

If you are a small business, if you are not VAT registered 
{and don't intend to be), and if most of your trade is for cash, 
then Digita Business Controller has much to recommend it. It 
is especially easy to get going for the novice. 

On the other hand, if you are VAT registered or handle 
sales or purchases on credit, then Sage Popular Accounts is 
undoubtedly the safe bet. It is going to take a day or so to 
set up property, but this investment will pay off handsomely 
as the package is subsequently easy to use and provides 
most if not all of the required facilities. 

The larger packages - MAP and Compact - can't be 
knocked, but their complexity is more suited to larger 
companies who almost certainly will not be employing a 
PCW to run their accounts with. 



MAP ACCOUNTS 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 
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CORNIX SIMPLE ACCOUNTS 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 
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SANDPIPER ACCOUNTS 



RANGE OF FEATURES 



EASE OF USE 



IMS PERFORMANCE 

DOCUMENTATION 
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• Adrian Wilkins is a consultant lor small businesses 
and proprietor of Awn Business Computers, 



8000 PLUS 39 




ONTEST 

BOOKS 



BOOK LOOK 

Rob Ainsley leafs through some new books to 
help desktop publishing fans and programmers. 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING WITH THE 
AMSTRAD PCW by Mike Milan 

£9.50 • NCC (061-228 6333) 

Despite the mushrooming interest in desktop publishing 
there aren't many books around on it. For the PCW 
specifically, it would seem this is the only available 
introduction to the DTP on the Amstrads - both the 8000 
series and the 9512 are covered - and it's going to be a 
hard act to follow. The author, Michael Milan, manages to 
guide you through just about everything you'd want to know 
about to produce your own publication: word processors, 
DTP packages, hardware, reproduction methods, page 

layout - there's even a free headline- 
printer program thrown in as well! 
The book kicks off with a brief 
description of the PCW itself - an 
introductory account of where 
your Amstrad stands in the run of 
computer things. It also puts the 
PCW's specifications, good 
points and bad points, in a 
DTP context. Another 
especially welcome section is 
a comparative rundown of 
the word processors 
available for the PCW. 
again with DTP use very 
much in mind. Protext, 
Tasword, New Word and 
WordStar are all 
covered (included is a 
demonstration of how 
to create your own, 
personally designed fonts in Protext, 
for example - though it fails to mention this only 
prints out in draft quality). There's also a very useful 
guide to LocoScript's role in your publication (like designing 




Stubble sided disc 



Users of The Desktop PuSfeterwill be 
interested In Designer Stubble, a newsletter 
about producing newsletters. It comes as a 
disc (or set ot discs) with Desktop Publisher 
files you can mad on screen or print out. The 
newsletter itself is a very good example of 
smart and readable layout and contains a lot 
ot practical information about the process of 
putting s newsletter together- and Illustrates 
its own points very nicety. 

Minority products can never be cheap, by 
the sheer economics of production, but the 
price of £16.55 (for two A-drive discs) or 



tl 3,50 (for one B-drive disc) is not much more 
than you'd pay for a book. You have the 
disadvantage of having to print out pages 
yourself il you wan) a hard copy (around four 
minutes each page at draft quality, ten or more 
at high quality) but once you do you have an 
excellent example ol a DTP publication to 
follow - and you have the page files on disc lo 
see how it's all done. 

Designer Stubble is produced by John 
Evans, 20 Grosvenor Place, London Road, 
Bath BA1 6AX. You can get further information 
from him on 0225 315131. 
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trim marks - the guide lines for cutting your page up - 
headers and footers). 



in the 



Relevance graveyard 

There are short sections on design and general layout, 
showing where LocoScript comes into it all. Other manuals 
have more comprehensive accounts on how your page 
should be made up - the Desktop Publishing Companion, 
also reviewed here, is much more technical and relevant to 
'real' publishing, for example - but Mr Milan wisely keeps it 
brief and to the point for PCW users; after all. at the level of 
most small scale publications, a lot of page layout practice is 
common sense. He prefers the much more pertinent 
approach of giving specific, factual information about the 
materials you would use for pasting up artwork, and about 
the possibilities and restrictions of the available software and 
hardware - what you can get out of the various types of 
printers, for example: dot matrix, daisywheel, inkjet, laser, 
thermal etc. etc. 

Art packages such as OR Graph, Electric Studio's ART, 
etc., are mentioned, and there's everything you'd need to 
know about mice, digitisers, photographic screening, and so 
on. Plus, of course, there's a reasonably detailed 
comparative review of the four main DTP packages currently 
available - The Desktop Publisher. Fleet Street Editor Plus, 
Newsdesk International, and even Stop Press. The author is 
clearly quite familiar with each package (there are hints on 
how to recover from a crash in FSE without re-booting, tor 
example). 

Only a reproduction 

The various methods of reproduction you would use 
(everything from offset litho to 'Banda'-type spirit duplicating 
- yes, you can cut Banda masters directly with a PCW 
printer) are described, though no prices are mentioned, and 
there are even sections on making transparencies for an 
overhead projector and getting your text typeset 
professionally from disc. 

In the appendices are a glossary, some suggestions for 
further reading, and an interesting BASIC listing which 
defines a very smooth and pleasant looking headline 
character set for you. It would be an extremely useful 
addition to anyone's desktop publishing system, though you 
would need a lot of patience to type in over 700 lines of 
BASIC! 

The only grumbles you can reasonably have about the 
book are incidental, It is generally well illustrated, though the 
predilection for the rather bare and over-stylised drawings 
done with PCW graphics packages may irritate some 
readers. A few more examples of finished and laid-out 
newsletter pages - perhaps one for each DTP package - 
would have been nice too; in a subject so results-oriented as 
this, the more illustrations the better. 

And, DTPers being so money-conscious, it would have 
been helpful to give at least a rough guide to what things 
cost. Many people stait their DTP with a given (or more 
often borrowed) amount of money and this determines the 
hardware, software and method of production they will use. 

But apart from that it's a clear, readable, comprehensive 
and well presented guide to the materials and methods of 
DTP. For anyone who has a PCW and wants to find out how 
they can unleash their creative talents on their own desktop 
publication, this is a must. 



DTP with the Amstrad PCW 

ISBN 0-85012-636-3 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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MALLARD BASIC INTRODUCTION 
AND REFERENCE (2nd Edition) 

£9.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 887902) 

All PCWs come equipped with the Mallard BASIC 
programming system, but in their wisdom Amstrad decided 
not to give owners any instructions on how to use it Would- 
be BASIC programmers have to buy the manual from 
Amstrad as an extra, and until now even those who do often 
have a struggle, since the tutorial chapters were a bit 
cursory. Now Locomotive Software - the producers of 
Mallard BASIC - have come up with a new edition of the 
manual, which of course applies to 8000 series machines 
and 951 2s. 

As in the previous manual, the first part of the book is an 
introduction to programming in BASIC starting right from 
scratch, and leading up to writing your own database 
programs. You don't have to worry if you've no idea what a 
program looks like or how you'd go about writing one; you're 
led very gently by the hand right from switching the 
computer on. 

The second part is a comprehensive reference guide of 
all the BASIC commands, so if your memory fails you you 
can quickly look up the correct way of using MID$ or 
ADDREC. 

The additions in the new manual are not radical but are 
very useful. They look to have been put in very much for the 
benefit of general learner programmers rather than the 
hacker - for people who want programs they can apply to 
their business or leisure work. 



Mallard BASIC Introduction and Reference 

ISBN 1-85195-009-5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



One of the great strengths of BASIC is the 'Jetsam' 
system, a powerful set of commands which allow you to 
store and index information in disc files - in effect, to write 
your own database program. The new manual has a greatly 
expanded chapter on creating these files, and has a detailed 
account of how to write an indexed name -and -address 
database, with the program fully written out as an example. 

The other notable extras are sections on machine code 
and the GSX' graphics system. If you've ever worried about 
your ignorance of what all this PEEK and POKE business is. 
here's where to go. It's only intended as a rough guide to 
what the many letters to magazines telling you how to 
POKE your screen' and 'PEEK at the clock' are about; keen 
hackers would be advised to look to specialist publications 
on machine code. 

One or two more appendices have been slipped in too - 
information on floating point arithmetic, the command line 
editor, trigonometrical functions, and the ASCII character 

set. /^^ 

The new manual represents extremely 
good value for money. Of course there are 
many other books around on how to 
program in BASIC, and if you are a total 
programming neophyte you may do well 
to have a look at these various how- 
to' publications in the high street 
shops; they may be stronger on 
examples and tutorial. Having said 
which, the new sections in this 
manual are most welcome, and it 
is the only comprehensive and 
definitive guide to Mallard 
BASIC - as such, an 
indispensable reference for 
programmers. 



THE DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
COMPANION by Graham Jones 

£14.95 • Sigma Press (0625 531035) 

Many PCW owners are, almost by definition, involved in 
writing and publishing - hence the popularity of desktop 
publishing programs such as Fleet Street Editor, The 
Desktop Publisher. Newsdesk, etc. 

The Desktop Publishing Companion aims to be a 
complete guide to the subject, with sound information on 
everything from page layout to libel laws to distribution. DTP 
is a jargon ridden game, a world of ems, gutters, bleeds, 
leadings, R IPs and WOBs; a book like this would be 
invaluable to the rookie publisher. It's not just a glossary 
though, the entire process of producing a publication is 
covered - assembling the hardware, deciding the target 
market, working out a house style, deciding on a page 
format, incorporating pictures, working to deadlines, 
organising advertising and distribution etc. 

There's no mention of the PCW in the book, though most 
of it is so general it applies to any desktop publishing 
system. The only machine referred to with any regularity is 
the Apple Macintosh, which is the industry standard serious 
DTP' computer. There are sample grids at the back of the 
book to show you how a typical page on a newsletter, 
newspaper, company proposal etc., would be laid out, a 
glossary, and a brief guide to the hardware 

The only grumble you could have is that a few more 
examples of finished pages would have been nice - what 
there is (illustrating things like reversed-out blocks, good and 



bad headline practice, type styles etc.) is 
infrequent and a bit dull. Somehow having 
an example headline which says This is a 
headline' isn't particularly inspiring. The 
book is itself desktop published, though, 
so there is one example of a finished 
product. 

This is a book about publishing 
not about computers. It's a good 
book, and the content more than 
makes up for its own 
unimaginative layout; after all 
DTP is not about making 
every page a work of art, 
it's about presenting what 
you have to say in a 
smart and professional 
way, quickly and 
efficiently. 

Compared to the 
other DTP book reviewed th 
month - DTP with the Amstrad 
PCW- this book suffers by its lack of 
PCW specificity. It is an interesting read, but 
not detailed enough for PCW owners. 



The Desktop Publishing Companion 

ISBN 1-85058-078-2 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 




Cracker-3 



The hkesolution graphics spreadsheet. 



Still Only 





NewStar's famous graphics spreadsheet for 
the PCW8256/8512/9512 is now 50% faster. 



Why settle for a text-only spreadsheet 
when the best costs less? 

Cracker always has been the most fully 
featured CPC spreadsheet of them all, but 
the PCW screen speed has been a drawback. 
The new release offers screen writing speeds 
improved by 50% overall-by bypassing the 
CPM and writing directly to the screen as 
fast as the PCW will permit. 

And there's a smart new manual available 
too. 

Existing Cracker 2 PCW users may upgrade 
for just £20 inc VAT by returning their 
master disk to NewStar Software. 

NewStar Software Ltd., 
200 North Service Rd., 
Brentwood, Essex 
CM14 4SG 

Sales Tel: (0277) 220573 
Telex: 995143 NEWSTAG 
Fax: (0277) 232637 

AIL REGISTERED TRADEMARKS HECOGMSED 



• Combine screen and printer graphics 
and spreadsheet power in a single 
program. 

• More graphics resolution and options 
than Lotus® 1-2-3 release 2 has to 
offer! 

• Natural order calculation means 
faster calculation on large sheets, 
without circular reference errors. 

• Full use of the PCW 32 line screen. 

• A wide range of date and time 
functions for financial work. 

« Now with on-screen column and row 
divisions. 

• 50% faster screen handling overall, 
some functions are over 100% quicker! 




Call (0277) 220573 

With Access/Visa 

Ask for our colour catalogue covering PCW and PC 
software products. 






Programming is an activity that you either love or hate 
To many people it is incomprehensible, but to others 
it is a dangerously addictive drug You start off 
tentatively writing a five line program to check your car's 
MPG figures, but each day a new little frill occurs to you 
which will make the program absolutely perfect. A year and 
three divorces later and you've got 1 0,000 lines of program 
which print out a comparative survey of every car ever built. 

Most PCW owners start off using the Mallard BASIC 
supplied free with the machine, but skimming the adverts 
and various magazine articles you can't fail to notice that 
there are half a dozen other languages around, each of 
which has its band of fanatical adherents. You may pause to 
wonder whether you are at a disadvantage using faithful old 
BASIC, and whether your car analysis program would be 
better serviced if you used another language? 

Through the interpreter 

There are several reasons why you might want a 
programming language other than BASIC. First, you may 
already know another language, perhaps from your job or 
student days, and so want to use that on the PCW. Second, 
you may need to make your programs run faster and hope 
that using another language will speed things up. Third, if 
you want to sell your programs commercially it looks very 
tacky to have to tell the customer to load BASIC first and 
then run your program. It is much better to develop it into a 
lilethat can be run directly from CP/M. ie. a COM file, 
BASIC can't do this, but compiled programs do run in this 
stand-alone way. Finally, the maximum size of a BASIC 
program is around 30k, whereas C and Pascal programs 
can be much larger, which may be useful to you. 

It would be wrong to think that the other languages have 
more functions than BASIC - it's probably fair to say that 
anything they can do, BASIC can do (indeed it does some 
things better, such as filing with Jetsam), It's just that the 
others would be faster. 

Why is this so? It is not because BASIC is inherently slow 
- there is no reason why it cannot be as fast as any other 
language - it is just that the Mallard BASIC system is an 
interpreter', whereas Pascal, C and the other famous names 
are usually compilers', tn an interpreter, your program is 
read one line at a time and converted into machine code as 
it runs. With a compiler, the whole program is converted into 
machine code at once, and then run. Interpreters are much 
easier to write, and tend to be more friendly to the user, 
whereas compilers are faster, f~ 



PARLEZ VOUS? 

BASIC, Pascal, C... Why are there so many 
programming languages? Is any one language 
'the best'? 



With an interpreter such as BASIC, you enter a few 
program lines, type run, get an error message, edit one line, 
re-run things and finally save the debugged version. With a 
typical compiler you prepare the entire program with a text 
editor, then you run the compiler over this file. It reports your 
typing errors (or 'syntax errors'), and you re-edit the program 
file and and re-compile. Then you run the compiled program 
from CP/M and try to discover the programming errors (or 
'bugs'). You have to re -edit the program text file, re -com pile 
it and re-run it for every mistake, which can be tedious at 




times. Compiling a long program can take five or ten 
minutes. 

There are a couple of BASIC compilers around, but none 
of them will run Mallard BASIC programs unchanged, 
especially if you use the Jetsam commands. Also, because 
Mallard BASIC is actually a very efficiently written interpreter 
many BASIC compilers are in fact slower than Mallard itself I 
If it is speed you want from a language you are best off 
making the break to Pascal or C, 

The main contenders 

The two most popular alternatives to BASIC are C and 
Pascal. 

Pascal was designed in 1 970 as a teaching language for 
students at Zurich University. As such, it is a simple 
language where all the commands are normal words rather 
than obscure combinations of dollar signs, percent symbols 
and brackets. 

Pascal was intended to force student programmers into 
'good' programming practices, and at times it can be a bit 
constraining. In particular if you have got used to the 
freedom of being able to say GOTO' any line you like in 
BASIC you will sometimes find yourself having to write 20 
lines of Pascal to do the same thing. 

C is much more of a hacker's language. It grew up in the 
mid-1 970's and is now a firm favourite in university research 
departments (as opposed to the teaching departments 
where Pascal rules). It is harder to learn than Pascal and 
harder to read, but in general it runs a bit faster. There are 
usually some extra commands tor tweaking parts of the 
computer and doing low-level operations (accessing 
particular parts of the computer's memory, like the internal 
clock - similar to BASIC'S PEEK and POKE commands) 
which Pascal frowns at. 

It is probably true to say that the majority of commercial 
software for the PCW is written in either Pascal or C. Pascal 



Entomologist 
note 

Legend has il that in the 1950s a 
programmer on an ancient 
computer in America could not 
understand why her program 
didn't run. Eventually she traced 
the error !o a dead moth tailing 
into Ifte electronics. Thertcetorih 
program errors were known as 
'bugs'. 



Who and where 



While not a comprehensive list, here are the 
main suppliers of the languages mentioned in 
this article. As ever, shop around the mall 
order advertisers for the best deals. 

Owners of unexpended 8256s may well 
find themselves cramped for programming 
space - Investing in a DIY M-drive upgrade 
(around £25) is very worthwhile. All these 
packages come with a text editor. It's worth 
asking it the supplier sells tutorial books too, 
since they will know the book best suited to 
their software. 

PascalBO (HfSoft, 0525 718181 ) £39.95. 
Good standard compiler. 

Turbo Pascal (Grey Matter, 0364 53499), 
£56.35. Lots of advanced features such as 



indexed file storage and overlays' to allow for 
realty big programs. 

C (HiSott, 0525 718181) £39.95. No floating 
point arithmetic, but generally very efficient 
and compact. 

Mix C (Advantage, 0242 578801), £49.90 
with text editor, £29.95 without. The manual 
Includes a C language tutorial. Full-featured 
and more advanced than HiSott C. 

FOJLTJH (HiSoft, 0525 718181), £19.95 

LISP (HiSoft, 0525 71 8181 ), £39.95. 

Micro Prolog (Logic Programming 
Associates, 01-871 2016), £74.75. 

BCPL (Arnor, 0733 239011}, £39.95. 

Turbo Modula-2 (Grey Matter, 
0364 53499), £63.25. 
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is easier to learn, C is more flexible. Both are capable of 
working at high speed and significantly faster than BASIC. 

The young pretenders 

Pascal and C aren't the only contenders, of course. To name 
a few other languages out on the PCW there's Modula-2, 
FORTH, LISP, Prolog, BCPL - and of course the dreaded 
'machine code'. 

To be honest, these are all languages that you would use 
on the PCW only if you had learnt them elsewhere. Modula- 
2 is the the long awaited, soon -to -be -a- major- movie sequel 
to the blockbuster language Pascal. It claims to combine 
Pascal's simplicity and clean design with C's power. 

LISP and Prolog are both artificial intelligence' 
languages (as featured in last month's 8000 Plus). They are 
ideal for writing your own expert systems or programs which 
understand English, but they're definitely not intended for 
writing bank statement calculators. 

Machine code is the simplest (or most complex, 
depending how you look at it) programming language there 
is. Computers can only do a few basic operations like 
addition and subtraction, which they do very fast. The 
various language compilers take Pascal, C or whatever 
program text there is and convert it into this machine code. 

Writing the parts of a program that need to run really fast 
as machine code can be useful. Furthermore, writing in 
machine code is free since all the tools you need are 
provided on the PCW master discs (RMAC.COM and 
LINK.COM), but it takes two large books to explain how they 
work. 



10 


PRIST "Starting.. ." 


20 


jH=7 




30 


FOR 1=1 TO 


30000 


40 


jS=j%+100 




50 


jX=j%-100 




60 


j»=j%*25 




70 


j2=j%/25 




80 


HEXT i 




90 


PRIST "... 


ending" 


100 END 





A A program in Mallard BASIC. This runs in 252 seconds. 



PROGRAM arithwitic; 


VAR i,j : 


IBTEGER; 


BEG IS 




VRITELBCStarting, . . ■ ); 


J: =7; 




FOR i: 


=1 TO 30000 DO 


BEG IB 




J: 


=j+100; 


J: 


=j-100; 


J: 


=j*25; 


J: 


=j DIV 25; 


EKD; 




VRITBLSC... ending' >; 


EBD. 





A The same in Pascal. Compiled with HiSott Pascal, this runs in 35$. 



Machine code is very unfriendly - if you make a 
programming error you don't get any 'NEXT missing in line 
1 00' messages, the PCW just crashes. 

FORTH is an extremely fast language which is barely 
more sophisticated than machine code. Apparently it was 
devised by an American astronomer for controlling radio 
telescopes with, and all the program examples you see in 
text books on FORTH get heavily into azimuthal angles and 
the position of the Pole Star. 

Finally. BCPL is a bit of an oddity. It is the precursor of C, 
and is compact, fast and simple. Its main virtue is that there 
is a good PCW implementation available from Arnor. 

Learning the lingo 

Very few programming language packages attempt to teach 
you how to program - the manuals assume you already 
have a finished program written and just want to know the 
details of running the compiler. In general you will need to 
invest £10 or so in a tutorial book too - go and browse in 
your nearest bookshop, there are hundreds of good books 
around. 

Also, check that the package you are buying includes a 
text editor for preparing the program itself. LocoScript is not 
good enough since it does not run from CP/M. If you want to 
buy a programmer's text editor. Pocket Protext (£39.95 from 
Arnor) is highly recommended as inexpensive and very 
good. 

Overall, for the majority of personal applications you will 
find Mallard BASIC very adequate. If you want to sell 
programs commercially, or speed: is really a problem, then 
use Pascal or C. If you are a confident programmer who is 
good with manuals and cryptic error messages, pick C for its 
flexibility, otherwise stick to Pascal. 

Unfortunately there is no simple way to convert your old 
BASIC listings into Pascal or C, just as there is no automatic 
way of translating English into, say, Italian or Japanese. 
You've just got to learn the new language, but it's fun 
and the benefits can be huge. 



Head to Head 

Although It Is impossible to say how much faster your 

program would run il you re-programmed it in Pascal or C, 

here Is an indication of the speeding up you might expect. 

These times are optimistic, since the examples only cover 

simple arithmetic which is where the biggest speed 

increases show. 



aainO 

< int I, j; 

printf ("Starting. . . \n" > ; 

j=7; 

for (1=1; i<=30000; ++i) 

{ j=j+100; 

J-J-100; 

j=j*25; 

J=J/25; 
> 
printf ("... ending\n">; 



A And in C, Compiled with HiSott C, this runs in 31s. 



The Best Software from HiSoft 



HiSoft has been producing languages and utSittes for the popular home computers for the last 8 

years and we have a very wide experience in this area. Here is our collection of development tools 

on a selection ofAmstrads; please feel free to ring our friendly sales staff if you want any more 

information or advice on which language to use. We don't just sell programs, we use them 

ourselves every day. 






Amstrad 

PCW8256/ 

8512/9512 & 

CPC6128 




FTL Modula-2 interactive compiler/editor £54.95 

FTL Editor Toolkit complete source code £39.95 

FTL Editor Toolkit when bought with compiler £34.95 

HiSoft PascalSO fast, interactive, GSX graphics £39.95 

HiSoft DevpacSO version 2 full Z80 development £39.95 

HiSoft C integer K&R with GSX graphics £39.95 

Knife Plus full disc recovery and editing £19,95 

Nevada COBOL ideal for learning £39.95 

Nevada FORTRAN close to ANSI-66, easy-to-use £39.95 

ZBASIC interactive compiler. 600 page manual £69.95 

HiSoft LISP Easy-to-use interpreter, many functions £49.95 
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II 



Amstrad 
PC1512/1640 

and PC 
Compatibles 
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The Best! 
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FTL Modula-2 small memory compiler £54.95 

FTL Modula-2 large memory with 8087 support £69.95 

FTL Editor Toolkit full source code £39.95 

Knlfe86 disc sector editor plus many utilities £29.95 

Utah FORTRAN, PILOT, PASCAL each £19.95 

Utah COBOL brand-new extended version £69.95 

ZBASIC interactive compiler. New Version 4! £69.95 

HiSoft Projector Easy-to-use project planner £99.95 
HiSoft Creator Programmer's editor, multi-windows £29.95 



New 
Products 



L ■ 
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We have been beaveiing away over the 'summer' months carefully 
crafting lots of new software products. The results are two new 
programs for the PCWs (Knife Plus and HiSoft Lisp) and another two 
programs [Projector and Creator) for the PCs. Here are some details: 

Knife Plus is the ultimate disc recovery system for your PCW 
computers. How many times have you lost flies or complete discs 
whCTi using Locoscript or CP/M? Or accidentally erased programs? 
Now therels hope with Knife Plus. Definitely a cut above the rest. 
Knife Plus includes a full sector editor, sector copier, build-file 
option, many utilitities and an informative manuaL A snipl 

HiSoft Lisp Is a powerful Lisp interpreter with over 300 functions. 
Based on Common Lisp with libraries for Maclisp & InterLisp, HiSoft 
Lisp comes with a fully interactive editor, CP/M file handling, m/c 
code Interface, ring-bound manual and is packaged with an excellent 
tutorial book by Tony Hascmere with many example programs on 
disc. HiSoft lisp Is ideal for beginner and expert alike. 

HiSoft Projector is an easy-to-use, professional project management 
package for the PC. Using a unique form of graphical display, 



Projector allows up to 
aetfrity dependancfes, tl 



a unique 

activities onscreen; you can edit" the 
the timing data, resource utilisation and you 
can tiy out many what-ff scenarios with a variety of powerful 
algorithms. Histograms, Darcharts. schedules, calendars and 
networks are all printed in a clear, organised way. You'll wonder how 
you ever did anything without Projectori 

HiSoft Creator is a complete, versatile programmer's editor carefully 
designed for quick-and-easy use. Split-screen editing, macros, full 
block handling, auto- indenting, large file size, optional word-wrap, 
command sheU on-line Help etc. all make Creator a joy to use. 



Fleaae rah me the following IflSoft Software for my Amttnd 

Product Computer qty price 



charge my Acceat/Vtm card; 



I 



I enclose a Cheque / Portal Order to the value of £ 
Name: 



Address: 



! Boat Code 



Signature; 
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High Quality Software 



Prices Include VAT and postage within the UK. Order by telephone using Access/Visa or send 

a cheque/postal order to the address below. We despatch ty first class post and delivery is 
usually within 5 working days. Please write or phone for a full catalogue, trade details, export 
information etc Remember to stale your computer when ordering or requesting a catalogue. 

The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE 
Tel: (0525) 718181 Order Hotline: (0525) 718271 



^ 



FESTIVE 
FORTUNES 

These two superb Panasonic printers 

must be won!!! 




A Panasonic KX-P3131 
daisywlteel printer - 
liw perfect partner tor 
your PCVW56 or 8512 



A Panasonic KX-P1 081 
dot malm printer - 
Ihe perfect partner lor 
your PCW9512 



As the old saying goes, the other man's PCW is always greener. If 
you own an 8256 or 8512 then you're probably secretly jealous ol 
these new upstart 9512 owners with their fancy daisywheel 
printers - being able to print letters in proper typescript and do 
immaculate final versions of books just to impress publishers. As for you 
upstart 9512 owners, although you wouldn't admit it to anyone else you 
may be just a little green about the speed and flexibility that 8256 and 
8512 owners have with their dot matrix printers - being able to print 
graphs, diagrams and quick drafts of long documents. 

The answer is simple! If you've got an 8000 series PCW, buy a 
daisywheel printer. If you've got a 9512, buy a dot matrix Then you've got 
the best of both worlds - flexible graphics, speedy drafts and letter quality 
final versions. Oh, but there's one snag. The deal usually involves around 
£200 leaving your bank account for sunnier climes in a computer dealer's 
pocket. 

In an unprecedented Christmas and New Year spirit of generosity. 
8000 Plus and Panasonic UK bring you the chance to win whichever 
printer you need to complete your PCW's all-round printing performance. 
The two prizes will be delivered complete with all the necessary parts to 
be up and running All in all, the prizes come to around £500-worth at 
recommended retail prices. 



What you have to do 

To win whichever printer you would prefer, all you have to do is solve the 
word puzzle. Write the solution to each clue in its place, and the 
highlighted vertical column will spell out an appropriate word or phrase for 
printer owners in 1988. 

Then write the word or phrase you have found on a postcard or the 
back of a sealed-down envelope, together with your name and address, 
and also which of the two printers you would like to win. Send your entries 
post-haste to Printer Competition, 8000 Plus, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA 1 
1EJ. All entries must be received by Friday 29th January 1988, and the 
winners will be announced in the March issue of 8000 Plus, 




he 8000 Pli 



Once you've solved the fiendishly difficult 
printer competition why not fill in time 
while you wait for your new printer to 
arrive by taking the 8000 Plus festive test? 

Here are 20 questions which represent a 
searching test of your knowledge, judgement, 
morals and sense of the absurd about all things 
Amstrad. It's just for fun to fill up the idle 
moments on Christmas day during the Queen's 
speech - please don't send us your answers! 

1 . What are the exact version numbers of 
LocoScript as sold with 8000-series PCWs and 
the new 9512? 

a) land 2 b) 1.20 and 2.11 

c) 1.20 and 2.00 

2. Which of the following languages can 
LocoScript 2 not work in 

a) Macedonian b) Ukrainian 

c) Icelandic 

3. What do you get by adding up all the whole 
numbers from 1 to 250 inclusive? (Try writing a 
simple BASIC program to do it.) 

a) 31373 b) 31375 

c) a headache 



4. Which of these is the best way to count the 
number of words in a LocoScript document? 

a) Print it out and cross each one off with a 
pencil 

b) Use LocoSpell to spell check the document 
and look at the 'total words checked' figure at 
the end 

c) Make each word into a separate document on 
a single density disc and divide the number of 
disc full* errors by 64 

5. Which of these PCW products scheduled for 
1987 release missed its first official launch date 
by the largest amount? 

a) LocoScript 2 

b) Fleet Street Editor Plus 

c) Eiectromusic Research MIDI Performer 

6. In which country is the PCW made? 

a) South Korea 

b) Japan 
c| Taiwan 

7. Which of these is not a real company? 

a) Wombat Software 

b) Crocodile Software 

c) Llamasoft 



8. Which well-known personality features in the 
PCW951 2 TV adverts? 

a) Stanley Unwin 

b) Ted Moult 

c) Jimmy Savile 

9. What was the name of the show that the 
PCW9512 was first announced at? 

a) the PCW show 

b) Comdex 

c) Wogan 

10. What is the French for daisywheel printer'? 

a) Le printeur -daisy ■• 

b) L'imprimante marguerite 

c) Le traitement de textes integre 

1 1 . What is Amstrad's portable computer 
called? 

a) The Joyce b) The 288 

c) The PPC 

12. Which of the following is a quote about 
journalists by Amstrad chairman Alan Sugar? 

a) "They are jolly nice people who do a lot to 
boost our sales" 

b) "Many of my best friends are journalists" 







[f8] in LocoScript 

How many inches to a disc? 

The Panasonic KX-P3131 is this kind of printer 

Useful for typing or playing music 

A type of program for storing records in 

Duck! A familiar kind of BASIC 

You need to do this to a new disc before use 

What CPMs , A> 1 is 

A type of program for adding up figures in 

[f1] in LocoScript 1 , [f7] in Loco 2 (4,5) 

A kind of dance where LocoScript sends its erased files 

The PCW's programming language other than BASIC 

A popular rodentine add-on for the PCW 

Desktop Publishing in brief 

What the first P in PIP stands for 

The Panasonic KX-P1 081 is this kind of printer {3,6) 

The main high street retail outlet for Amstrad 



is trivia quiz 



c) "It's time to make them grovel in print and 
apologise unreservedly to Amstrad" 

13 According to legend, who was the first ever 
computer programmer? 

a) Charles Babbage 

b) Ada Lovelace, Lord Byron's daughter 

c) Alan Turing 

14 How did the original computer program bug 
get its name? 

a) after an insect that the first computer 
programmers met 

b) a nickname lor that well loved cartoon 
character Bugs Bunny who was to early 
programmers a perfect example of an anarchic 
trouble maker 

c) an acronym for booting unambiguous 
gremlin' 

IS. CP/M is only one of a number of 'operating 
systems' tor computers. Which of the following 
is nof an operating system? 
a) MS-DOS b) PC-DOS c) DOM S-DOS 

16 How many files can you store in CP/M on a 
normal A: drive disc in a 8256 and a 9512? 



a) 64 and 256 
cj 173 and 706 



b) 64 and 512 



17. Why is a mouse called a mouse? 

a) an acronym tor Manually Operated Utility 
Selection Equipment 

b) because it looks like a mouse 

c) because gerbil' would have been silly 

18. The LocoScript and CP/M start-of-day discs 
both have files on them which end in '.EMS'. 
Does EMS stand for 

a) Enigmatic Meaningless Suffix 

b) Extra Memory System 

c) Early Morning Start 

19. How many covers of 8000 Plus (including 
this month's) have nof featured a Fruit and Nut 
bar reference somewhere on the cover? 

a) 10 b)9 c)i3 

20. 8000 Plus helped the police recover details 
of a drug dealer's accounts this summer from 
which of these packages? 

a) Home Finance Package 

b) Money Manager Plus 

c) Home Smack Manager 




How did you 
score? 



Score: (1) a-0 b-2 c-1 {2} a-2 b-0 c-1 (3) a-1 b-2 c-0 
(4) a-1 b-2 c-0 (5) am b-1 c-2 [6) a-2 b-0 c-1 (!) a-2 
b-1 c-0 (8) a-2 b-0 c-1 (9) a-1 b-2 c-0 (10) a-0 b-2 c-1 
(1 1) a-1 b-0 c-2 (12) a-0 b-1 c-2 (13) a-1 b-2 c-0 (14) 
a-2 b-1 c-0 (1 5) a-0 b-1 c-2 (1 6) a-2 b-1 c-0 (17) a-1 
b-2 c-2 (18) a-0 b-1 c-2 (1 9) a-2 b-0 c-1 (20) a-1 b-2 
c-0. 
The 'correct' answers are the 2-polrtt scores. 

31-40 - You're a very serious-minded person; 
reading 8000 Plus could be a danger to your 
health. 

21-30 - You were probably trying to give 
serious answers. That's worrying, 

n -20 - If this was the Sixties you would be 
zany, but In these modern times we'll just call you 
wacky. 

0-10 - Have you ever though) about applying 
for a job as an &ooo Plus writer? 



STOCKMARKET 

THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO BUY! 

STOCKMARKET enables you to practise investment techniques before risking your own money. Start with some money in the bank. Follow the 
fortunes of shares that interest you. Buy at the best prices. Watch their progress. Update the prices of your shares very simply whenever you want, bee 
their new values calculated automatically. Sell at trie right moment. See your profits. STOCKMARKET also comes complete with demonstration 
data including real price information so that you can plot share prices straight away. 

STOCKMARKET enables you to record details of purchases, sales and dividends of shares, unit trusts etc. with automatic calculation and display of 
all dealing costs. Current share prices can be entered very easily at any time for an automatic folio revaluation. Values of share prices, indexes etc. can 
be recorded, listed and plotted along with moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. As well as tracking your actual share holdings you can 
practise buying and selling techniques for recovery shares, penny shares, growth stocks etc, with a separate accurately modelled folio for each. See if 
your intuition is right. 






PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of slocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically update yields and P/E ratios 

and automatically recalculate individual share and total folio values. 

* Record dividend payments and total dealing costs. 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

* List out the prices. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive forty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 



AMSTRAD PC, IBM PC and compatibles 
AMSTRAD PCW and CPC (disc) 



£49-95 
£29-95 



MERIDIAN 



Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or credit card number 
or telephone for immediate delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 




INTRODUCING THE NEW 



GPR»2000 DAISYWHEEL PRINTER 



The idea! letter quality printer for reports 
and general correspondence. 

Manufactured in Japan. 
Complements all modern PC's 

18cps printing speed ~k Variable line spacing 
10. 12 & 15 pitch * 96 char daisywheel 
Interface - parallel standard * RS232 option 
Chime compatible *■ Paper-max 13" wide 
Front panel controls •* Low noise 58dBA 
Bi-directional logic seeking print system 
Supports Wordstar commands * Tractors 
& S/Feeder option 

S TELEPHONE flO/IO Ciom 24 

r^ orders U^4Z a /JO /a hr 




DATAPLUS (Sales) Ltd. 

PO Box 122, CHELTENHAM, GL51 

Please supply GPR 



SQL 



2000 
Daisywheel printers at E228.85 each incl VAT 
plus £8.50 courier delivery and insurance 



cheque 



D 



Access 



□ 



Visa 



TTT1 



Expiry date . 

Name 

Address 



Daytime Tel No 



Post Code. 
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So you've decided to start your own DTP production. 
But between having that bright idea for a Parish 
magazine or club newsletter and getting the printed 
copies in your hand is a lot of hard work. Even worse, 
there's a lot of hard thinking to be done. 

First, you need to work out the 'look' of the thing. The 
more columns per page, for example, the more newsy the 
publication looks; two or three is an ideal balance for most 
PCW productions between being legible and being newsy. 

The title of your publication is obviously important - one- 
or two-word titles (Llama Plus') are often snappier than long 
ones (Putting Your Llama to Work') and anyway a title 
longer than one or two words may end up looking cramped. 
The problem with DTP programs is that none of them have a 
font smooth enough at very large sizes to use for a headline 
-you could commission a handmade one from an artistic 
frier d, but your best bet may be to get some Letraset rub- 
down lettering from your office stationer's and make up the 
title with that. You can always re -use it next time, of course. 
A scruffy title is a great way to make a newsletter look cheap 
and nasty. 

it pays to advertise 

Every publication has to be carefully targetted to its market 
to succeed, whether financially or otherwise. 

Advertising is a smart way to finance yourself; you could 
do a mock-up of your publication (a typical front page with a 
big news story and a 'you can advertise here' box, perhaps) 
and tout for business round a few shops and businesses 
taking your dummy issue or media pack' with you. For your 
Wetwang News, you could call on all the local shops: for 
your Llama Breeder's Monthly, you would have more 
success with specialist llama-oriented businesses, which 
would be further afield including mail order advertisers all 
around the country. If there are any rival publications 
around, see what adverts they carry and try to persuade the 
advertisers in question to support you instead. 
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DTP 



GET IT 
TOGETHER 

Rob Ainsley continues looking at desktop 
publishing with a few thoughts on layout style 



The production time could be anything from overnight to 
months and months. As a rough guide, if you're familiar with 
your DTP program, and you have your articles (and digitised 
or scanned pictures if using them) already on disc 
somewhere, and have your black-and-white photos ready for 
screening, you could lay out and print out your master pages 
in something like an hour or two each. An average small 
newsletter of. say, eight A4 pages reduced to two folded 
sheets of A4 could be done in a hectic weekend - if the 
material (except last-minute news) was all on disc already. 

Sub standard 

It's great to be able to farm out material to your roving 
reporters, but you'll probably still have to type in and sub' 



A An example of a 'bad' layout - II you 
use too many fonts and images the 
message of I he actual lext gets lost 



An example of a better 

layout - uncluttered bui 
eyecatching ► 
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Make your 
deposit 

One obligation you do incur as 
soon as you distribute your 
publication to the public (even 
members of your dub) is legal 
deposit - you have to send 
copies to the British library. 
Details can be had from The 
British Library, Copyright Receipt 
Office. 2 Sheraton St, London 
W1V4BH. 



8000 PLUS 49 



DTP 



Two column tricks 



DTP programs all cope easily with two 
justified columns of text (or indeed with boxes 
ot any size) but with a normal word processor 
you may be in trouble. Pretext will do It - you 
can move text around in boxes via a 'box 
mode' - but LocoScript won't, at least not 
easily. 

Perhaps the easiest way to get two 
columns with LocoScrlpt is to make up your 
text one column wide and print out each 
column separately, putting the paper through 
the printer twice (or cutting the columns and 
pasting them on a sheet of paper in the 



traditional way.) The trouble is you have to line 
it up very carefully or you get non-parallel 
columns and the text lines on the two columns 
starting on different levels. 

You could also do it by making an ASCII 
tile and using a BASIC listing to print out the 
text in columns (such a listing is on the 8000 
Plus Subscriber's Disc); alternatively, it is 
possible by judicious use ot several different 
Layouts to do it directly from LocoScrlpt (as 
mentioned in TipOtfs last month) though 
editing text with three layout changes per line 
is a little cumbersome. 



Legal beagles 

The delmitive guide id libel, 
Copyright, contempt ol court, 
sediuon, blasphemy arid older 
legal aspects ol publication Is 
Essential Law for Journalists by 
Walter Greenwood and Tom 
Welsh, published by 
Butierwontv's 



the articles yourself, which can end up being more tedious 
than writing the thing yourself in the first place! If you're 
lucky, you might have other PCW owners writing for you who 
can provide their articles on disc. 'Subbing' (sub-editing) 
material written by someone else can stretch from checking 
through for typing errors, to rewriting the whole article to be 
consistent with the style of the publication. 

Getting your text to fit the available space on the page is 
unfortunately never easy. You mark out the area on the 
page layout plan area of your DTP package, read in the text 
from LocoScript, and always find it's too long or too short. 
Having every article continued on page 94 is as annoying for 
the reader as it is for the person laying out the pages. You 
can edit text from within your DTP program until the thing fits 
into the box it's supposed to, but if this involves major 
changes it can be tedious. 

In fact, this is an important point when deciding which 
DTP package to buy. As you know, the four packages 
available are Newsdesk International (from Electric Studio). 
Fleet Street Editor Plus (Mirrorsoft), The Desktop Publisher 
(Database Software) and Stop Press (AMS), Of the four, 
Newsdesk and Stop Press are very 'graphics oriented' and 
don't allow you to edit the text once it has been placed on 
the page. To edit text with these you have to erase the entire 
article from the page, go back to a word processor and edit 
the file, go back to the DTP program and re- in serf the 
modified article, hoping it fits now, so if you enjoy fine tuning 
text on the page and trimming phrasing to fit these won't suit 
you. Fleet Street and The Desktop Publisher do however 
allow you to do this on-screen editing of text to fit the space 
availabie. 

The only real answer is experience - you quickly get to 
know how much space x words will take up and can make 
major changes to the original article while editing back in 



Make it legal 



It's extremely unlikely that you'll have to worry 
about problems of copyright- unless you 
start lifting whole articles from other sources. 
Anyway the burden rests on the party who 
believe their material has been infringed to 
prove their work has been directly copied. 
Conversely, if you think someone's stealing 
your words (not your ideas - they can't be 
copyrighted!) it's up to you to take action and 
claim for damages. In theory your work is 
copyrighted the moment it goes on to disc, 
and you certainly don't have to send any 
money or register anywhere to put % 1988 
Wetwang Publishers Inc. All rights reserved.' 
The libel laws of publishing are 



desperately complicated, but should anyone 
take you to court tor what you have written 
your defence would have to show that not only 
what you wrote was true, but that it was also 
relevant and in the public interest to say, for 
example, that Mr Smith was a Ku Klux Klan 
member in the middle ot article about his shed ' 
collapsing. 

In the case of a review you have a bit of 
leeway. As long as it is clear that it is 
someone's personal opinion that is being 
expressed, you can criticise what you like 
about a product. Only if the offended party can 
prove malice In the opinion do they have any 
redress. 



LocoScript. When it's approximately the right length you can 
then organise it into your DTP program. As a rough guide, a 
two-column A4 page with a couple of headlines and one 
small graphic will have around 400 words. Unfortunately 
there's no word counter in LocoScript; listings are often 
printed in 8000 Plus which will word count files for you, 
though. 

Before you do commit the text to a box in your DTP 
program it's a good idea to print it out in draft quality and 
check for howlers. What the eye can miss on screen that is 
blindingly obvious in black-and-white is amazing. It's better 
to proofread text at the word processing stage before you 
actually print out your master DTPed page - these are 
notoriously slow to print out in high quality and it's frustrating 
to have to do it all over again just because of a word missed 
outl 

Look good 

There are a few common-sense points about the overall look 
of the pages. Stories should be split up into short 
paragraphs of 50-100 words and every few paragraphs there 
should be those cross-headings so beloved of the tabloids; 
without these, large expanses of text can be very hard on 
the eye. Mixing more than one or at most two different fonts 
on a page can end up looking a real mess; 'clip art' graphics 
should be used sparingly, no more than a couple per page, 
and they look horrible when enlarged at all; that olde worlds' 
Gothic script that all the font packages boast about should 
only be used for grave subjects, and if used in an all upper- 
case headline it looks wrong. Reversed -out blocks (white 
letters in a solid biack box) can provide contrast effectively. 
In general, variety in headlines is more effectively achieved 
by using different styles and sizes of a single font (italic, bold 
etc) than by different fonts. 

If you do see a fatal mistake on the master just as you 
set off for the printers, you can do a 'patch' - for example, if 
you realise with horror you've put We're pleased to say 
Father Brown is nor recovering' instead of '...now recovering' 
the quickest way to rectify it is to print out the word 'now' 
separately, cut it out and paste it very firmly over the 
offending word. (Whenever you see single words or lines 
apparently askew in magazines or papers they've probably 
been patched over some horrendous error underneath. 
Unfortunately the more embarrassing the error, the more 
likely the patch is to fall off.) 

Eventually you can take your masters to the printers and 
in a couple of days you should have your opus back. 
Distribution is another matter completely - club newsletters 
could be mailed, company or community newsletters 
delivered by hand, and parish magazines sold or given away 
in local shops. 

At last you can relax - before starting the whole 
process all over again for the next issue. 





ALIVE! 



The LocoScript add-on software they could not 
destroy! 

Ansibtelndex and AnsibleCheck are back, fully compatible 
with all current versions of LocoScript 

These programs are indispensable to professional writers, 
academics, researchers (etc), using the Amstrad PCW 

8256/8512/9512: 

Ansiblelndex- Fully featured extraction indexer for LocoScript 
text documents. Alphabetization by letter or by 
word. Correct page references. Indexes WORDS, 
PHRASES and INVERTED PHRASES. Full editing 
of the index is possible, plus page -proof compati- 
bility. (Includes AnsibleCheck, and other useful 
programs.) Price: £49.50 

AnsibleCheck- The only trouble-free LocoScript word counter. 
No special formats, no commands to learn, no esti- 
mates. Fast and reliable. Looks for repeated words 
too. Price; £ 1 9.50 

Both packages include the notorious GREASE, which we originally 
wrote for fun, but which people keep finding new uses for ... If you 
wish to know more about any of our programs, request our current 
information sheet. 

Our software is accompanied by an operating manual written in plain 
English. The price shown includes VAT, delivery anywhre in the word 
and full after-sates support. No hidden extras! 

ANSIBLE INFORMATION (Dept D9) 

94 London Road 

Reading 

Berkshire, RG I SAU, England Tel: 0672 62576 



AEON AEON COMPUTER HOUSE 



Try our professional & friendly service for all your 
computing requirements! 

* Full range of software & peripherals 
+ Computer Systems 

* Networked Systems 

* Supplies 

* Repair Service 

* Installation 

* Maintenance Contracts 

(Sample prices ex VAT:) 

PCW8256 28S.00 

PCW85 12 379.00 

PCW95I 2 cw "Locoscript II + high quality, wide 
carriage daisywheel printer 474.00 

Export, Educational St Official purchase orders welcome. 



^J^U 



46 Christchurch Road, Ox ton, Wirral L43 5SF 5 
Tel: 051 652 9196/7 
Telex: 26587 1 MONREF G Quote Ref: 72 MAG500S3 



P R O F £ S S I O N A L COMPUTE R TRAINING- C £ N T ft E S NATION WlOt 

InvestNow 

Professional Computer Training 
for you and your staff. 



We offer a wide range of IBM compatible 
courses at our training centres around the country. 

In addition at our offices in Birmingham, Glasgow, 
Leeds and Warrington, for Amstrad users, we offer 
LocoScript Basic & Advanced and PCI 5 1 2 
Introduction. 

Make sure you're properly trained 

For full details call us on kJ^L* 

(0532) 451000 rW 
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WAS THAT THE 
YEAR THAT WAS? 

Tony Flanagan brings you this exclusive report 
from the Oscars of the games world, the 8000 
Plus Games Awards for 1 987 






That's the peculiar thing about years, just like good 
intentions, they never last very long. Life, well, that 
just seems to go on and on and on in the same 
unchanging way - the tax man is permanently dissatisfied, 
the boss as ever wants to get his boot up your backside and, 
worst of all, the kids still expect to be fed! (The next thing 
they'll be wanting Christmas presents I) 

If existence was at all bearable this year it was only 
because certain software companies in their wisdom (and 
not in the least bit motivated by pecuniary incentive) decided 
to release some excellent games. Indeed, the range was 
impressive, from highly immoral zap-and-blast-everything- 
that-moves games to adventures in which you - even with 
your mammoth intellect - spend months banging your head 
against a brick wall only to find the granite-headed juvenile 
delinquent who lives next door has cracked it within a matter 
of days. 

Whatever the year's highs and lows, it's clear that 
adventures have been predominant. This no doubt reflects 
the rather perverse and unique nature of PCW users, who 
tend prefer to mangle their brains than break their fingers 
trying to make responses to arcade games their arthritic 
hands are really not up to. Of course, it would be incredibly 
limited if adventures were the only thing that were available. 
Fortunately, this year has seen some excellent shoot em 
yps and simulations. 

Unfortunately, not all the releases have been 
outstanding. But, as Aynuk, my good friend and philosopher 
often tells me, "Yow car 'ave it all now can yer cock?" 
(translations on a postcard please). Still, what would we do 
without dross? There'd certainly be a lot less work around 
for dustbin men. 

Without further ado, let the 1987 8000 Plus Awards 
Ceremony Commence!!! [Stem alarums followed by loud, 
obsequious applause, followed by mass outbreak of 
coughing, spluttering and obscene throat-clearing. 
An Irish dwarf, dressed in a wig and Moss Bros 
tuxedo, is hurled on stage. Tumultuous 
applause.] 

"Good evening," the dwarf begins. 
[Loud hissing, followed by rotten tomatoes, 
putrid eggs and foul smelling political 
manifestos from the audience which, it 
appears, contains a number of 
prominent MPs]. "Er good evening, 
and thank you for your warm 
applause. The time has come, 
as it does every year, to 
award awards to things 
that deserve to have 
awards awarded to 
them. 




ADVENTURES 

The first category is for Adventure Games. This was 

undoubtedly the most difficult section of all to judge, with a 

whole host of adventures vying for first place. Ever since the 

legendary Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, Infocom has led 

and continues to lead the market in text-only adventures by 

virtue of their humour, sophistication, and packaging. For 

this reason, a special category has been created. The 

nominations for 1987 Best Infocom Adventure are; 

Moonmist - Mystery in a haunted Cornish Castle, the 

American tourists would jes' lurve it. 

Sorcerer - Learn to cast spelts or risk being turned into a 

warty toad. 

The Lurking Horror - Boy meets ghoul in an American 

college 

Statlonfall - Designed by Steve Meretzky, the follow up to 

his last successful science fiction adventure, Planetfall'. 

Leather Goddesses ol Phobos - Lewd, salacious, sexist, 

hilarious. Who could want more? 

And the winner is [the dwarf struggles to open an 
overenthusiastically sealed envelope] Leather Goddesses of 
Phobos! 

"On this side of the Atlantic, the standard of adventures 
also continues to rise. Software houses such as Level 9, 
Rainbird and Ariolasoft have conspired to produce genuinely 
challenging adventures complete with graphics screens 
showing where you are - all this on the humble PCW. The 
nominees for the 1987 Best British Adventure, all of which 
have all provided many hours of high quality despair, are: 
Lord of the Rings (Melbourne House) - Faithful but 
imaginative adaptation of the Tolkien classic 
The Silicon Dreams Trilogy (Rainbird) -Three intriguing 
science fiction based adventures 
The Pawn (Rainbird) - Excellent graphics, brain-straining 
challenges and predictable flatulence jokes in the kingdom 
of Kerovnia 

Guild of Thieves (Rainbird) - A kleptomaniac's version of 
The Pawn, with equally good graphics and puzzles. 
Fourth Protocol (Ariolasoft) - Nuke those commies! A 
politically dubious but fun version of the F. Forsyth novel of 
the same name. 

And the winner is... The Pawn! 

ARCADE GAMES 

'And so on to the Arcade Games section, in which, as for the 
Adventure sections, the competition was hotter than the 
Chicken Vindaloo in the Bath Taj Mahal. The speed and 
quality of graphics that many software houses are squeezing 
out of the old word-processing PCW is pretty impressive. 
The nominations tor 1987 Best Arcade Game ate: 
Starglider (Rainbird) - a peculiar version ot that well-known 
game Shoot the Revolving Coat Hanger, featuring wire 
frame (or 'vector') graphics. 

Tau Ceti (CRL) - a compelling mixture of strategy and shoot 
'em up in space 

Head over Heels (Ocean) - a fascinating double act with 
superb 3D graphics and infuriating puzzles 
And the winner is... Head Over Heels! 
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SIMULATIONS 

"Now we turn to the I 987 Best Simulation Game award. 
Simulations are what university researchers call the games 1 
they play. Funding committees are usually very impressed 
when given a presentation on relativists targeting 
mechanics in the hyperspacial continuum, but less wowed 
when this turns out to be a list of high-scores on Space 
Invaders, The nominees for Best Simulation are: 
Steve Davis Snooker (CDS) - You can pot any colour you 
like as long as it's green. 

I Strike Force Harrier (Mirrorsoft) - Learn to pilot a Harrier. 
No matter that you missed the Falklands outing, get in 
training for next time. 

Leaderboard (US Gold) - Golf on the PCW may sound 
strange, but works surprisingly well. 
And Best Simulation of the year is ... Leaderboard!. 





SPECIAL AWARDS 

"To conclude we come to the 8000 Plus Special Awards. 
These are voted on each year in a secret ballot of the entire 
membership of the Academy of 8000 Plus Games 
Reviewers whose Names are Anagrams of Nyto Galanfan: 

• Most Hyped Game: The Living Daylights (Domark). To 
advertise this game Domark went to such lengths as hiring 
Timothy Dalton to make a film tenuously connected to it. The 
film did well, though. 

• Dullest Game: Heathrow Air Traffic Control/Southern 
Belle (Hewson). A great game for train spotters. Now 
officially prescribed by NHS doctors as an insomnia cure. 

• Best Packaged Game: Leather Goddesses of Phobos 
(Infocom). Containing national health glasses and smelly bits 
- a must tor myopics! Reputedly also available in a special 
leather-bound edition. 

• Most Trivial Game: Trivial Pursuit, of course (Domark). In 
which you demonstrate your brain's utter dearth of useless 
facts in an effort to avoid meaningful conversation. 

• Worst Game: PSI-5 Trading Company (US Gold). The 
only thing that is comprehensible is your incomprehension. 

• Overall Grand Master Supreme Best Game of the 
Year: Head Over Heels (Ocean), Say no more," 



Epilogue 

So that was 1987, and what an unforgettable year it has 
been, so unforgettable in fact that after New Year's Eve I 
doubt whether I shall remember any of it. Still, may I take 
this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas, a Happy 
New Year and leave you with this rather pithy saying I 
picked up (along with a few antisocial diseases) during my 
time in Asia: May the warts on your chin be as numerous the 
pimples on your bottom! 



COMPILATIONS 

"Now we come to the category for 1987 Best Games 
Compilation. Compilations are, in general, marketing ploys to 
recycle old games, but are usually good value for money. 
There is an unwritten law of the computer industry which 
states that all compilations must have three and only three 
games on them. Suitably enough, there are three 
nominations for Best Compilation: 
Silicon Dreams (Rainbird) - After a disappointment by not 
winning the Best British Adventure category, it's second time 
lucky for this trio of adventures. 
Distractions (Design Design) - Three arcade games, 
2112AD, On The Run and NEXOR, a 3D arcade adventure 
in which a man with what seems like terminal diarrhoea trots 
desperately across the screen in search of a panacea. 
Classic Collection (Tynesoft) - A trilogy of simple but fun 
golden oldies, Space Invaders, Frogger and PacMan. 

The award of Best compilation of 1987 goes to.. 
Distractions! 




Embarrassed 
note 

it appears thai US Gold have 
actually withdrawn Leaderboard, 
the winner in (tie Simulations 
category, trom sale because ol 
seme bugs that have come to 
light in the scoring system. Oh 
welt, it was still a lun game to 
play even if you old come home 
295 over par. 




Those awards at a glance 



BEST INFOCOM 
ADVENTURE 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos • 
Infocom 

BEST BRITISH 
ADVENTURE 

The Pawn • Rainbird 

BEST ARCADE GAME 

Head Over Heels • Ocean 



BEST SIMULATION 

Leaderboard • US Gold 

BEST COMPILATION 

Distraclions • Design Design 

OVERALL GAME 
OF THE YEAR 

Head Over Heels • Ocean 



• Wore detailed into on all the games mentioned here, 
including which games won't run on the new PCW 9512, 
can be lound in this month's Good Software File towards 
the back of the magazine. 
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If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - our aim 

ts CD make our customers happy ! ! ! 

Prices include VA T and postage - subject to availability 

Telephone for details 9am-9pm 7 days a week 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES (DEPT SE), 

The Farmhouse, Cape I Tobi, Ffairfath, Llandeilo, Dyfed, SAIf 6PR 

Cheques/P.O. spayable to- "W.B.BS'- Tel. (0558) 823782 



Accessories for your AMSTRAD 8256/85 1 2 







PAPER TRAY £10.00 

- two adjustable guides 
replaces the existing lid 
Properly feed in single sheet 
available in different colours 
Full size, easy to use 



Screen Filter £17.95 

- reduces annoying reflections 
and flickering 

- high quality mesh - easy attachable 

- improves contrast 

- unique matching frame 



The new version second disc drive (FD2) for 
PCW 8256 now available 




FD-2 (2nd disc-drive for 8256) 1 1 25.00 
RAM-EXPANSION (for 82S6) £19.50 
COMPLETE UPGRADE £139 00 
for 8256 (FD-2 + RAM) 
PRINTER RIBBON, 2 for £7.50 

Each ribbon 14 metres 

Upgrades have comprehensive installation instructions 



CF2 Disks, cased, box of 10 
CF2 DD Disks, cased, box of 10 



£ 20.00 
£30.00 



NEW MACHINES 

PCW 82S6 £285 + VAT = £127,75 

PCW 8512 £375 + VAT = £431.25 

PCW 95 1 2 £459 + VAT = £527.85 



All prices inc. VAT and P&P, Please enclose cheque with orders and make 
payable to: 

ALFA Electronics Ltd, Maple House - 97 Ewell Road 
Surbiton ■ Surrey KT6 6AH Tel: 1 -390 2588 



DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS 



£39.95 



(incl. VAT} 

An.^tr.nl PCW 
82S6 BSn 9SI2 



Easy to use Financial Management Software 

(Over 1 2,000 users!) 



£39.95 



Small Businesses Doctors 

Company Departments Dentists 

Expense Accounts Lawyers 



(ind.YAT) 
Ami trad PC 
IBM PC etc 



Professionals 
Tradesmen 
Home Accounts 



Writers 

Farmers 

Colleges 



Clubs 
Charities 
Etc. etc! 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS isan easy to use yet powerful accounting system. It will enable you to record and analyseall your financial transactions, so that you know 
exartlywhereyoustandandcanmakesensibleand informed h nanrial decisions. Check bank sta tenants, monitor cash flo w, a nalyse sources of incomeand expenditure, 
make budget Forecasts, prepare financial statements. Keep one step ahead of your bank manager, convince tax or VAT inspectors, avoid nasty surprises! 
M O NE V M AN ACE R P L US i s very much eas ier a nd f aster to use t ha n ordi na ry sy stems . 1 1 ha s several reporti ng, ana lysi ng and graphic faci li t ies no t a vai lable in even 
the most expensive accounting systems. It would take you months of effort with a sophisticated database/ spreadsheet/ graphics package to achieve half of what 
MONEY MANAGER PLUS can. Whether you run a substantia! business or just need to sort out your personal finances, MONEY MANAGER PLUS can help you. 
To run the system you jus t s witch on, load MON EY MAN AG ER P LU S, a nd select a d ata fi le to be loaded from you r d i sc into the system . You ca n then make new entries 
in any order that suits you (or a mend existing entries). You can reconcile entries against bank statements received. You can produce your own statements and reports 
(including graphical charts) with amazing variety and selectivity to answer any questions you might have about your current financial situation. You then save the 
data file for the next time you need to use it. You may have any number of separate data files (or sets of accountslcovering several years, and store several on one disc. 
When required, a 12-month data file can be rolled forward by a month at a time. 



12 months accounts per Hie, 300 entries per month 

Up to 9 user-oelined accounts (banks, cash, credit cards etc) 

Up to SO user-detmed classes of income/expenditure 

Optional reference tup to 6 characters) for each entry 

Your own descriptive text (up to IS characters) tor each entry 

Optional extra label in each entry to allow further selectivity 

Fast and easy data entry - like tilling out a bank statement 

Correct incorrect entries al any time 

Standing orders/standing entries 

Sort entries into date order when required 

Detailed statements tor any range of months 

VA T reports in detail and in VA T return formal 

Monthly reports for each class ot transaction 

Reports showing activity In each account 




Consolidated class group reports 

Account balances month by month 

Bar charts for up to three categories ot entry 

Pie charts tor up to 12 categories ot entry (PC) 

Facility to search through accounts tor lost items 

Total monthly income, expenditure and cash flow 

Account and class totals 

Bank statement reconciliation 

Budget cash flow forecasts 

Automatic creation of data tile back up copies 

Print all reports 

Comprehensive manual 

Two sets ot practice data 

Free telephone support 




for mail order, send a cheque for £39,95, or phone quoting an Access, Visa or American Express card number, and the program will 
be mailed to you within one working day. Please specify model of computer! Mon-Sun BAM- 1 0PM 

Connect Systems 3 Flanchford Road, London W12 9NP. Tel.: 01-743 9792 




THE PAPERLESS FUTURE 



Once in a while, when green 
screens get too much, I 
escape to a North Wales flat 
where my wife forbids computers. 
Amazing how much hard work goes 
inlo bashing a portable typewriter.... 
When dragged away from the 
ancient keyboard, I dutifully tour 
mountains and castles: the most 
boggling scenery tends to lurk in 
estate agents' windows, because 
houses in "remote" parts like 
Snowdonia are absurdly cheap No 
one wants them. 

The computer connection 
emerges when you remember 



Typical 
conversation 

AUTHOR: OK, my new 
mega novel is ready to go, I 
can send it on any standard- 
size disk, 3", 3'/2" or 5Vi", or 
It you've got an electronic 
mail link we can.... 
THRUSTING, GO-AHEAD 
PUBLISHER: Oh God, Just 
post me a manuscript. 



those books about how by 1 984 
we'd all be living in country villages, 
working at keyboards linked to the 
office via modems Norman 
Macrae's eccentric The 2024 
Report described how: "a typical 
telecommuter... keys in figures from 
her terminal in the Isle of Arran to 
Hie computer in Saudi Arabia." 
One hopes the company's 
paying her phone bill. Meanwhile. 
where are these figures that the 
typical worker is typing coming 



from? Is she making them up? Are 
they appearing on another terminal, 
in which case you might ask why 
they're going via Arran at all? 

The Macrae book gets 
progressively sillier, with ICBMs 
made obsolete by "telecommuted 
computer messages" which redirect 
them homeward. (All warmongers 
equip their nukes with radio 
receivers and spare fuel for the 
return trip.) Even the 
straightforward Isle of Arran 
scenario makes you wonder what 
chance there is of "remote" office 
work becoming the rule. Many 
companies would resist 
strenuously: outfits that can't bear 
the idea of people working at their 
own pace, so that if you finish the 
day's chores quickly they insist you 
stick around staring at the wall until 
five o'clock, while workers trying to 
complete a long job while it's fresh 
in their minds get thrown out at five 
to avoid overtime payments. 

I have a candidate for another 
major reason why so few people 
are living in idyllic Snowdonia and 
doing their work via modem. The 
reason is British Telecom. 

Bitch, bitch 

When Arthur C.Clarke finishes an 
SF novel, as all too frequently he 
does, newspapers go Oooh and 
Ahhft at the delivery route: squirted 
by satellite link from the Clarke 
word processor in Sri Lanka to his 
literary agents in New York. Gosh, 
that's science fiction 1 1 must submit 
my next novel that way! 

Satellites are too pricy for mere 



mortals, so we're stuck with the 
phone. Let's see, the bog-standard 
modem transmission rate is 300 
baud, ie. 37>h characters per 
second. My last novel ran to 85,000 
words, the usual range for non- 
blockbusters being 60.000 to 
90,000 words. Say 600,000 
characters. Transmission time to 
the publishers: well over 44 hours 
Rather your phone bill than mine. 

A higher transmission rate is 
possible: 1200 baud, taking 11 + 
hours. Even at night, this is 
ludicrously more expensive than 
posting two kilos of print-out (you 
can reduce this weight by using 
very thin paper, a false economy 
since the publishers will then hang 
it up in the room where very thin 
paper is most in demand)... or even 
a disc. The "industry standard" 
transmission rate of 9600 baud, 
which starts to make the process 
feasible, is too much for British 
Telecom's antiquated phone lines. 

Other snags? Such 
transmissions generally won't allow 
special control characters such as 
in LocoScript files (they must be 
converted to ASCII - bang go all 
those boldface, underline and italic 
codes). And, having experimented 
with short chunks of text, ) can 
guarantee that many nasty things 
will happen to any novel-length 
manuscript as it passes through the 
rumble, flutter, wow, echo and 
reverb facilities of BT s long- 
distance lines. Some 
communications software has built- 




in error checking and keeps re- 
transmitting spoiled text until it 
arrives OK. I've watched clever 
programs send one block (128 
characters) of text 63 times without 
BT letting it arrive unscathed. 

Fools gold 

Next I tried "Telecom Gold" 
electronic mail, which is supposed 
to make things easy and cheap by 
letting you enter text via a reliable 
local phone line (it's transmitted 
cross-country through the PSS 
packet switching system). You 
learn the meaning of patience as 
you load MAIL232. dial up PSS, 
enter special characters which 
aren't in the Telecom Gold 
instructions but are essential before 
this will work at all, and then type a 
13-character code, followed by a 
10-character PSS identifier, after 
which Telecom Gold requires your 
9-character customer identifier, and 
then a password.... 

Despite BT's soaring profits, the 
system stays expensive and naff. 
To punish you for using less phone 
time by loading at higher baud 
rates, they charge you per 
character sent or received. This 
can be a lot of characters when like 
my business partner in Wiltshire 
you can't dial into the cheap PSS 
system except via a noise-ridden 
long-distance line to Reading, and 
most of what you type in consists of 
corrections to previous keystrokes 
which have been garbled. 

It's like this in the Home 
Counties, Silicon Valley UK, where 
you'd expect a high-class phone 
service. There's objective 
confirmation that we've got a 
terrible system: American 
immigrants with a basis tor 
comparison keep saying so, even 
while praising our post office and 
the friendly way our policemen 
aren't always laden with ruddy 
great guns. 

In the USA, many more people 
do manage to work from a home 
terminal as part of a company. In 
Britain, we have British Telecom, 
and if I tried to transmit documents 
from Snowdonia (where last time it 
took me sixteen efforts to gel 
through to London at all), this 
column would probably start: 

Onxe nn ajSMJAHJUhsd wxile. 
whnfgrn screns at 



User-friendliness, BT style 


When you exit from Prestel the 


reports any messages, and 


system tells you if new 


then with an electronic "Har 


electronic messages have 


Har" shuts itself down, leaving 


arrived, and gives you the 


you to enter all those codes 


option of pausing to read them. 


again if you want to read the 


When you leave upmarket 


new stuff. Interesting contrast, 


Telecom Gold, the system 


eh? 
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p&h electronics Ltd 



5 THE PARADE ■ YATELEY 

HAMPSHIRE 

TEL: 0252 877222 



24 HR SALES LIME 
0252 878107 



AMSTRAD SYSTEMS DISCOUNT WITH SERVICE 



PCW 8256 
PCWB512 
PCW9512 
1512 SO MM 
1512 SO CM 
1512 OD MM 
1612 DO CM 

1640 SO MD 
1640 ODMD 
1640 HDMD 
1640 SO CD 
1640 00 CO 
1640 HO CD 



29000 
38500 

47000 
3B5D0 
52OD0 
480 DO 
61500 

47500 
56000 
94000 
61500 
70000 
98000 



4350 
5775 
7050 
5775 
7600 
7200 
9225 

7125 
B400 
12600 
9225 
10500 
14700 



33350 
44275 
54050 
44275 

596X10 
552,00 
70725 

54625 
644.00 
966.00 
70725 
605.00 
1127.00 



1640 ECO 
1640 DO ECO 
1640HOECD 

DMP3015 

LQ3500 

CPC464M 
CPC464C 
CPC 6126 M 
CPC6128C 

SPC12B+2 
SPC 126+3 



750D0 
830D0 
112000 

17333 
30435 

16957 
252.17 
252.17 
339.13 

11739 
16696 



11250 
12450 
16600 

26 07 
4565 

2543 
3763 
37B3 
5087 

1761 
2504 



954.50 
1288.00 

200.00 

350.00 

195,00 
290,00 
290.00 
390.00 

135.00 
132.00 



BOOKS FOR PCW 



Advanced Amslrad Basic (Locom) 
9 Wotdpi 

Amslrad CP/M Plus 



Amslrad 8256851 2 More \ 



irocessing 



Amslrad CommVCPOPCW Ranges 

Amslrad Companion (Mallard) 

Amstiad Word Piocessing/PCW 8256 

An Introduction CP^M Plug on Amstrads 

Gel Started Amslrad PCW B256VBS12 

Inl reducing Amstrad CP/A Asa Lang 

MasteringAmatrad PCW 8256i8512 

Practical Reference Gutde/W-Pro. Amslrad 8256 

Practical Amslrad Word Processing 

Practical Logo on the Amstrad 

Program Your PC Wl (Mallard} 



Soft 971 -OP Program Guide (Dig Res) 
User GukJe to Amstrad PCW 6256/8515 
Using the PCW 8256 



Word Processing Amstrad 8256 (MaciUan) 

Advanced Amslrad Basic 

Amslrad Communications CPCPCW 

Amslrad Companion 

Amslrad PCW8256)8512 More than 

Programming the PCWf 

Step by Step Guide lo Loooscript 

Basic 2 User Guide 

Locomotive Basic 2 lor PCW 

Operating Amstrad CPM 22 

Clarity Guides Amslrad PCW 

Program your PCW (Maila/dJ 2nd Edition 

Programming the Z80 

Z80 Reference Guide 

Z80 Applications 

Z80 Assembly Lang, Subroutines 

Z80 Assembly Lang. Programming 

15 Hour Word processing on the AMS 

Get Sladed Basic + Logo PCW 

Hitchhikers Guide Artificial intelligence AMS 

Pocket Wordstar PCW 

Using Amstrad CP/M Business software 

Lisrog Databases on the Amstrad PCW 

Word Processing on the Amstrad 6256 (Glenlop) 



LEISURE FOR YOUR PCW 



Cyruss Chess II 

Lord of (he Rings 

Fairlight 

Bridga Player 

Leather Goddesses 

Zorkl 

Enchanter 

Witness 

Ballyhoo 

Planetfall 

Hi ichh iters Guide 

Cutthroats 

French Mistress (Tutorial) 

Sorcerer 

The Living Daylights 

Sieve Davis Snooker 

Guild of Thieves 

BLackstar 



El 2.95 

£9.95 

£12,95 

£6.95 

£?.95 

£6.95 

£7.95 

£7.95 

£9.35 

£8.95 

£5.95 

£7.35 

£6.95 

£6.95 

£25.00 

£10.35 

£9.95 

£6.95 

£12.35 

£8.95 

£7.35 

£935 

£6.95 

£4.95 

£9.95 

£9.95 

£3.95 

£6.95 

£7.95 

£19.95 

£12.95 

£15.95 

£19.95 

£19.95 

£4.95 

£5.95 

£6.95 

£7.50 

£6.95 

£8.95 

£6.95 



£K.Crj 
£18.00 
£13.00 
£13.00 

£20.00 
£20.00 

cas.oo 

£20.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£20,00 
£18,00 
£22.00 
£15.00 
£1150 
£22.00 
£13.50 



Spanish Tutor (Tutorial) 


£18.00 


3D Clock Chess 


E1B.0C 


Strike Force Hairier 


£18.00 


Scrabble 


E17jOO 


Heroes of Khan 


E14J30 


Colossus 4 Chess 


£17.00 


Trivial Pursuit 


£19.00 


Silicon Dream 


£18.00 


Leader Board (30 God) 


£18.00 


PS 1-5 Trading Company (Space Adventure) 


£18.00 


Head Over Heete 


E13.0C 


The Fourth Protocol 


£141X1 


lUtxmmrsI 


£20.00 


Si arg liter 


£20.00 


Brian dough* Football Games 


£20.00 


Classic Collection (3 Games) 


£13.00 


PRINTER SPECIALS 


Amstrad DMP31 60 


£200,00 


Amstrad LQ3500 


£350.00 


Panasonic KXP 1081 


£180.00 


PanasoncKXP1082 


£250jOO 


Epson LX 800 


£275,00 


Cannon PW1080A 


£270.00 


Tally MTBOPC+ 


£200.00 


Juki 6000 Daisywheel 


£200 JSQ 


Juki 6100 Daisywheel 


£360.00 


ACCESSORIES UPGRADES 


Copy Holder Thingy (lits to monitor J 


£6.00 


2000 Sheets Listing Paper (P&P £3) 


£14.00 


4000 Labels (1 across) 


E17D0 


Disc Storage Box (holds 30) 


£12,00 


Disc Storage Box (holds 70) 


£15j00 


Mouse Mai by AMX 


£5.00 


Electric Sludio Ligntpen 


£64.00 


Electric Studio Mouse 


£114.00 


Electric Studio Dlgrtrser 


£32.00 


Joystick Controller 


£22.50 


FD2 Second Dsc drive 


£149.00 


F02 and Memory Upgrade 


£170-00 


8256 memory Upgrade 


£25.00 


H 52 £i Centronics Upgrade 


£57jCO 


V21/23 Amstrad Modem 


£95.00 


2 PCW printer Ribbons 


£9.00 


Cover set (3 piece) 


E10JTJ0 


Printer Lead Extension 


£121)0 


Blank 3 inch Discs {10} 


£30.00 


Blank 3 inch Discs DO for 2nd Drive 


£50 DO 


Antiglare Screen 


£24.00 


Parallel Primer Lead 


£121X1 


AMX Mouse MKIH with Desktop 


£73.00 


AMX Mouse MKIll with Stop Press 


£82.00 



22/24 GUILDFORD ROAD 

BAGSHOT • SURREY 
TEL:BAGSHOT 0276 74533 



[3 MiNS JCT 3 M3 ( 

AMSTRAD 

MICRO CENTRES 
TELEPHONE OR VISIT 

FAST PHONE SERVCE— « HOUR DESPATCH ON dEMS IN 

STOCK SUPPLIERS TO SCIENTIFIC AND EDUCATIONAL 

AUTHORITIES 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.EXC.FC/PCW 
\PRrCES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE/ 



MAIL ORDER COUPON 



P&H ELECTRONICS LIMITED 

22/24 GUILDFORD ROAD BAGSHOT SURREY GUI 9 5JN 

Please send me: (or order by letter) 



PCW SOFTWARE 



SAGE 

Popular Accounts £76-00 

Popu lar Accounts Plus £11 500 

Popular Invoicing £55.00 

Popular Payroll £5500 

Popu lar Combo Pack £1 1 5.00 

Super Combo Pack £1 50.00 

Super Combo Pack £150.00 

Dala Base £55.00 

Magic Filer £55.00 

Relieve £54.00 

Chit Chat "Mair £55.00 

Chit Chat View Data £55.00 

Chit Chat Combo £76.00 

Chit Chat with Modem £185.00 

CombowrthModem £225,00 
DIGITAL RESEARCH 

DR Draw £45.00 

OR Graph . E4 5.W 

Pascal/MT+ £45.00 

CB as Is Compiler £45.00 
C AX TON 50FTWARE 

Cardboit £50.00 

Brainstorm £39.00 

Scratchpad Plus £50.00 

Touch W Go £20.00 

Smart Key £39.00 

Condor 1 £86,00 

Time Keeper £4500 
CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

Cambase Database £4500 

Payroll £4500 

Stock/I nvoice/Saies — Integrated £85.00 

SaiesrP urchase/Nominal — Integrated £85.00 

Stockrlnvoioa'Sales/Purohasfl/Mominal £135.00 
Above modules stand alone each £4500 
OTHEHS 

Superclac 2 £40.00 

dBase 2 £89.00 

Daybook £47.00 

Realtime Audio Tutor £9.50 

Prospsll (spelling checker] £24.00 

Dataflow^ ailllow 1 1 1 (maiimerge loooscript) £4 7.00 

Pocket Wordstar Delux (with Spellstar) £55.00 

Rotate (Print Ulilily) £20.00 

TaswordSOOO £19.50 

Tasprinl 8000 £12.50 

Taspell 8000 £14.50 

Pioteirt £75.00 

M ic ro col lection Card F lie Database £46.00 

CST AM PC W to PC F i le Tran slei £46.00 

Newoid £59X0 

Locoscrfcl2 £18,50 

Amor "C P rog ramming Lang uage £46.00 

Hisoft 'C Programming Language £37.50 

Fleet Slreel Editor Plus £60.00 

Fonts and Graph ies PC W £18.00 

AMX Stop Press £46.00 

Mini Office Professionals £27.00 



CrorM MttH fciotont crod I up to El .000. deposit 1 M — Viator crty 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUESrPOSTAL ORDERSPAYABLETO: 

P&H ELECTftOMCS UMITEO 

Or qbQIe your Card Numb** and Expiry PalsptHH UK CARRIAGE COSTA 

— SOFTWARE A BOOKS FREE— SY STEMS. PRINTS RS — £7.00, ACCESSO HIES — £2.00 OVERSEAS ORDERS 

— OVER £1 5.0O S ENT VAT FREE I NCLU Of NG BFPO ORDERS SENT AT UK RATE S PKu* m oka al paymonto 

an Storing. Corn 00* — Booh*. Solfavaro, Any.— E3.00 par liam Systems — £40 00 Oioe Df ivo*. Pj ri I *t — £20. 00 

Name . 



Address 



I enclose cheque/PO for C 

Or please debit my Access/Barclay card/ Visa* (delete as applicable) 

Card Number . 



Expiry Date 



Telephone 



8000 1 88 



LEGAL RIGHTS 



The aims of the Data Protection Act, in force since 
November 1 1 th this year, are as simple as they are 
laudable: if there are any details about you stored on 
computer, you have the right to know what they are, the right 
to change them if they are wrong or misleading, the right to 
complain to the Data Protection Registrar if something's 
amiss, and the right to compensation if you suffer as a result 
of inaccurate information. 

As 8000 Plus readers will know, there's no mystique 
about information concerning you being on computer; what 
sort of information can be stored, and what would be done 
whh it, would be the same as for manually written details in a 
notebook - and the Act does not cover manual records at 
all, which would include nearly all your school and exam 
records, for example. 

What makes computer-stored info sinister is that 
thousands of individuals' records can be transferred en 
masse in seconds to anyone else's computer; wrong or 
potentially damaging information about you can disseminate 
itself very rapidly from a single source. 

Subject to the Act 

As a 'data subject', you have a right to know precisely what 
information is stored about you on computer by any given 
organisation, with certain exceptions. It the organisation with 
your details has registered itself as a 'data user' (not 
registering can be a criminal offence, but even so only 
150,000 of the estimated 250,000 such organisations are at 
present registered) you can find out what they know about 
you as follows: in your local main library there will be the 
Data Protection Register' which lists all the registration 
numbers of data users. You can then look them up on 
microfiche under their number and see what sort of 
information they might hold about you. and to whom this 
information might be passed on. There is also an address to 
write to if you want to have a look at your own records. 

The data user can ask for a fee of up to £10 to supply 
your records (to see all seven categories of your police 
records would cost you £70, for example) and must send 
mem within 40 days. If you are dissatisfied with the results, 
like if the data user refuses to correct wrong information, or if 
you think the data user is hiding something, you can go to 
the county court or - better and cheaper - to the Data 
Protection Registrar. 

Exception proves the rule 

However, some data is exempt and the data users are not 
required to register, so you would have no right to see such 
files even if they held data about you. Data held only for "the 
purposes of word processing", or held purely for payroll and 
accounts, is outside the Act; so is data held by private 
individuals for their own personal or household purposes, or 
anything involving national security. 

For certain other classes of information, you can sue for 
damages if you suffer from it being wrong - unfortunately, 
you have no right to see the information, so you presumably 
wouldn't know until it was too late. Examples are police 
records being used for anti-crime purposes, statistical 
research, or the Inland Revenue's tax records. 

A further point is that the Act covers facts and opinions 
but not intentions - so your employers, for example, wouM 
have to tell you that their files described you as 'lazy, 
unpopular, unreliable', but wouldn't have to disclose their 
intention to 'dismiss this employee it things don't improve'. 



Your obligations 

So you're using your PCW to store data about people - does 
the Act apply to you? Straight payroll and accounts details 
on your employees would not render you liable to register; 



GET IN ON 
THE ACT 

How does the new Data Protection Act 

affect you? 



neither would straight name-and- 
address lists of your club 
members used solely for 
standard mailshots. However, if 
you store any other information, 
or start mailmerging - ie„ using 
Loco Mai I or Protext commands 
like 'if address contains 
"London", print this paragraph' - 
your club would have to register 
as a data user, however 
harmless or boring the 
information is. 

A more comprehensive 
account of the rights of the data 
subjects and the obligations of 
computer users can be found in 
your local library (Data Protection 
Act: Guidelines) or in Data 
Protection: Putting the Record 
Straight by Roger Comwell and 
Marie Staunton, available from 
the National Council for Civil Liberties at 21 Tabard St, 
London SE1 4LA, price £3.95 + 40p postage. Alternatively, a 
leaflet Your Right to see your File is available from the same 
address at £1 inc. postage. For official information write to 
The Data Protection Registrar, Springfield House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 5AX. 




Credit note 

Credit references tiles have 
been subject to r.ght-o'-access 
regulations lex several years 
The tee to see your file is only 
El, and you can see it whether it 
is held on computer or on paper 



Where's Big Brother? 



ably figure on several hundred 
lift* around the country. II yon 
appear ■ ol roll, your council will 

rjtBlfs to various 
janisattous and credit reference 
ouncll house tenants, bc^ 

ivoiie who's had dealings 
-viil be down 

.■lug licence the 0VLC will 

idybt 

•:«n found qi nee. 



Local police force computers may have olher 
information such as parking offences or 
keyhofders ol shops and factories. 

British Gas, British Telecom. (He 
Electricity Board, local authorities, banks, 
credit card companies, book clubs, magulne 
subserlplion departments (yes, we're 
registered!), trades unions, political parties, 
pressure groups... Ihe list is almosl endless. 
Unless you h lousand pounds to 

spare in application werbeable 

to find out what each one of them knows 
about you. 
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ab Intra Software 

WHEN YOU BECAME 

COMPUTER LITERATE 

YOU TAUGHT 

YOURSELF MORE THAN 

YOU REALISE! 

I-Ata Software takes your computer literacy 

into your daily life. 

Tranquillity, Influence, Health, Wealth and 

Success IS your Out-Print. 

Start using your Personal Database, Spread 

Sheet, and Ram - NOW - with your own 

personal Mouse. Make your own Wimp for 

Wealth. Regress your Age to your best years. 

START NOW 
by sending your cheque for £39.50 
which includes VAT and P/P to: 

ROBERTS FRANKLIN ASSOCIATES LTD. 

(founded In 1816) 

Leazes Crescent, St. James's, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 4LN 

S tate w hich Amstrad PCW8256 or Amstrad PCW8512 is in 
^IS^\ use and allow fourteen days for delivery P^M 



^" PC W 8256 8512 PC W j 



SPACE SAVERS 

i 

II 



PRINTER STANDS 

Desk Top or Monitor Mounting — £9.50 * 

Monitor Mounting Tray — £15.00 * 

Transportation Handle— £19.95 ' 

Tray 4 Printer Stand — £19.95 * as a pair. 

Use your PCW to the full 

UPGRADE its MEMORY £18.95 

S256 SECOND DRIVE 

inc. all Tools Required £124.95 * 

CF2 DISCS 

Plastic Cased 

£2.40 each £1 1 .95 for 5 £23.49 for 1 

Send for our FREE CATALOGUE packed with 

UNBEATABLE OFFERS and useful 

HINTS & tips. 

All prices include VAT and P&P — U.K. 

MEAC Designs 

Dept 8p, 5a Harptort Parade, Village Way, Yateley 

Camberley, Surrey, GU1 7 7SB. 
0252 B79005 Anytime 



J^ DESK TOP COMPANIONS "™ 



the/ COONCO co/c/v/n/ u 
Lei iKi itK rKiti IULd 



SERIES 



/ HkdI On jE (PCW and PC versions) £29.95 
A simple to use introductory database. Design your own record card on 
screen in minutes with up to 250 items of information. Storage is disc 
based so it is not limited by the memory. A Help Panel is included for 
new users. Records are kept in constant sorted order and are instantly 
accessible by name or number. Manual or automatic search options and 
facility to re-sort the file. Mailmerges with locoscript and outputs ASCII 
files. Reports and totals. Example uses are mail lists, stock inventories, 
booklists, client information and much more. 

C LERuLuLu iPCVi) £16 95 

A step by step tutorial to gain a full understanding of the LocoScript 
word processor. Many exercises are included to give experience and 
confidence. Users soon gain confidence and even create their own 
personalised manual! 



3 I jPERl I E (PCW) £17.95 

A comprehensive yet easy to learn touch typing course based on the 

famous Pitmans method. It has been designed to teach the correct 

method for the skill of fast, efficient typing. The emphasis is heavily 

placed on rhythm and accuracy rather than testing by speed at an early 

stage. 

U C/DCT CO' r (PCW CPC6128 

~ riKDi LllLL and PC versions) £29.95 
A simple to use spreadsheet yet contains many facilities available on 
much larger systems. Full maths capabilities including average, count, 
max., min. and total. Calculate in both horizontal and vertical directions 
to an accuracy of 14 significant figures. Portions of a sheet may be 
copied, printed, saved or loaded with either automatic relative or 
absolute reference adjustment. Useful for fast and effective cashflows, 
home budgeting, statistics and even stocks and shares. 



Other Software for the Amstrad 

CPC 464/664/6218 

Random Access Database £29.95 

Powerful, versatile, random access database. Finds records in seconds 
not several minutes Multiple print lor ma Is, mn 80 S 40 character tent 
or bones in design Extensive calculations including SIN. LOG. COS. etc. 
Comprehensive search and sort facilities 40 fields per record. 

Instant Access Utilities £29.95 

A full range ol utilities including random access, sector editing, error 
handling, etc. Simple RSX commands interface directly with the resident 
BASIC. A powerful EXEC command allows a BASIC statement to be 
eiecuted (rem within a program to evaluate calculations. 



MINERVA SYSTEMS, 

69 SIDWELL STREET, EXETER, 

DEVON, EX4 6PH. Tel: 0392 37756 
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The otd ones are always the best, and you cant get a 
more traditional game than Adventure' - the good old 
caves and treasure puzzle. Aptly named 
ADVENTURE.LBR. Adventure is a "library' tile which 
contains the CP/M run file ADV.COM plus help and data 
files. It takes up the whole of a A: drive disc so you can see 
there is a large quantity of caverns, passage ways and 
rooms to search through before you get bored. It may not be 
as tunny as some adventures like for example the 
Hitchhikers Guide but even so, this game will keep you busy 
for many a late night! 

For those of you wishing to know just how exhausting the 
festive holiday will turn out to be, why not resort to checking 
out your biorhythms? With BI0.COM you simply type in your 
date of birth, the start date you are interested in, and how 
many days of biorhythm chart you want. The program then 
prints out a chart onto the screen (press TP first it you want 
hard copy as well) telling you the bad news! From my 
example printout you can see that New Year's Eve will be 
my critical day physically! 

So you are unable to pop out for a quick round the local 
golf course eh? Snow too thick on the ground? Never fear 
'cos G0LF.COM is here! Your own armchair 18 hole golf 
course with out having to swing a single club. Enter your 
handicap, your name and what your main golfing difficulty is 
and you're at the first tee. Select your club and you are off 
jp the fairway. See you at the 19th hole! 




Witt fiKwU)! of yiur full in in) Kill you tst? 



Dfcjw, Prink, fitrt « 90 -- 
YtMiVt n Ut trm, IS fttt Iron thi pit. 
No*, ehots# soBf '»utt Muci mule' -* 
Any niMier fro* 1 to 13. 

Hill dont, hut, You lalti it! 

Well, Prink, your scwt tn bolt lm 4, 
(Far us 5.) 

MSiffi f r y l,lB is «■ 

Vou slot a lirdit — prttts gold sting, Irani! 



Okay, frank — 

Van ir» at tt« ttt-oM itint far holt 2, 
Hit lisianct fir this ntli is 446 girds 
It's a tar 4, 

On pv rijkt is trai, 
On your left is trees. 



Knit tluk U ytu tkotse? 



A The tub ol the green wiih G0LF.COM 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 



LIGHT RELIEF 

Frank Peters gets into the festive mood with a few 
Public Domain games 



For our younger viewers 

Those of you with younger children that enjoy finding their 
way out of mazes, how about an inexhaustible supply of 
mazes? MAZE.COM will generate a 2 dimensional maze of 
almost any size that should frustrate any child into hours of 
peaceful bliss! Just try the one printed out here as an 
example! 




Have you wondered just how long it can take to make up 
those squares of jumbled up letters where you then have to 
find the words? An ideal choice for computerisation, and 
someone has already done it. NEWPUZ.COM will ask you 
how many columns your printer has, whether you want the 
solution printed out too. what the width and height of the 
puzzle is to be. how many words it will contain, and after 
prompting for the header text to be printed at the top of the 
paper you enter in all the words you want scrambled up into 
the square of letters. Simplicity itself I 

You can't look at public domain games without that 
cornerstone of BASIC games, STARTREK. You take the role 
of Captain James T. Kirk of the U.S.S. Starship Enterprise 
and boldly go where no man has gone before in the search 
of the dreaded klingons. At your fingertips you have control 
over Phasors. Photon Torpedoes, Defense Shields and 
Communications channels. The onboard computer advises 
you of damage status, energy levels and positional 
information. Unusually for PD programs there is a is a good 
version specifically for the PCW using Mallard BASIC which 
makes good use ot the PCW screen. 



Find th«» hidden mt.is in lh*puxxla: 



NUVLCUDLXE 
ZJ VVDflBREN 
URVGRR.EFDO 
YPETKT TBRB 
AXSTUUBNIN 
FflTPNI I EOrt 
AUrtNRITSUC 
L □ N 5 [ L K ! - I. 
C PECPGNPEU 
8F0ATGRFNC 
1 K R U I A A £ J 
PDTUEPOIHI 
J 7. -I E C R Q N '. 
BJTSMQCISF 
MROSSECORP 
RFQAORIVEK 
GS&OUURLER 
NSUNEMRQGH 
YDEXGAtHXQ 
P I: K V C P V K H Q 






eot*put*r 
icons 



I „.,r ' 1. : 



pi.'ic«s:-. 



control 
fcayboa.rd 



pout, 
wyslwvo. 



A A word puzzle to keep ine kids quiel with courtesy ol NEWPUZ.COM 



Where to go 

There are two ways 10 gel hold ol 
PD Software: either join ihe 
CP/M Users Group. 72 Mill 
Road. Hawley. Darttord. Kent 

DA2 7RZ. Or write win an SAE to 
PD Software, Wmscombe 
House. Beacon fload, 

Crowoorough. East Sussex TN6 
WL (08326 B329S). 

Both outfits work as clubs 
where there is an annual fee plus 
a copying charge pet disc you 
want, so I he PD software isn'l 
totally tree. Alternalnely. if you 
have a modem, get this month's 
programs direct Irom Frank 
Peters' bulletin board on 046! 
700644. 
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* Dai5ywheel Printer 
• 512KRam 
• Paper whits high 

re solution monitor 
• Spellchecker 



London's Largest 
Specialist 
Amstrad Deafer 



AmstradPCW9512 
Wordprocessor inc 
Daisywheel Printer 

£499 



■t VAT 



FABULOUS NEW pcwISp^ 

PHONE FOR DETAILS 9512 



USEDPCW825B 

and PCW 8512 

GUARANTEEDFROM 



£199 



+ VAT 



ADD A DAISYWHEEL 
PRINTER TO YOUR PCW 

Complete Package inc 4%aa% m #% 
Printer Printer Cable, tV£lv| 



Interface, Software. 



+ VAT 



MASSIVE RANGE 
OF PCW SOFTWARE 

AVAILABLE 
OVER THE COUNTER 



Official orders welcomed from PLC's, government and education establishments • Export enquiries welcome. 

Dept. 8000, 53-59 High Street, Croydon, Surrey CR01QD. Tel: 01-681 3022 
Mail Order I Export Hot Line Phone 01-686 6362 pr-a -—- 




ACCOUNTS PACKAGES 



vompaci Ac<ounu 
Cunsofl Full System 
Camsoft Sales 



Camsoft Sloe k C onl rcl 
Cairooft invoking 
Sage Popular 




Compact , — _ 90.00 

Sage , ,.,■■,.■„.,■■,.■- 54.00 

Sandpiper „_....„. .......... ._ 60,00 

5*ge Paysiips(IOOO) 40.00 

Carmolt ,.,„ „., _ „„„_„ 40.00 

MAP „ _,..,. _ 40,00 

.. 43.00 

Compact „ 55.00 

MAP 40.00 

Anagram.. _„. 70.00 



STOCK CONTROL 



DATABASES 



dBase n (Ashton Tate) 

Cardbox 

Cambast — 

Condor I ..._ 

Datajtore 

Locomail „..„ 

Mas«n.l« 9000 
Sage Retrieve .... 



.. 75.00 
44 00 

.. 37.00 
7000 
30.00 
3000 

„ 40.00 

.5100 



THE BUSINESS CENTRE 



Pocket Infosiir .. 



Matchbox 27.00 



WORDPROCESSING 



Tasword 3000 . . . ,. __ 1 9.50 

Taspnnt 9000 (ISO 

Taspell _ 1 4.50 

Protext , ii„i.„i.„i,iii U i . 57,00 

Compict Protext 32.00 

Pocket Wordstar „ M.SO 

Locoscnpt 2 lfl.50 

NewWord II 58.00 

Locospell 30.00 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercak ll 39,00 

Cracker II „ 36.00 

Scratchpad Plus 48.00 



GENERALS UTILITIES 



Companion _ 18.00 

DRDraw__ m _ _ 3t>.00 

DR Graph _.. _ ...„ 36,00 

DR Pascal ,._ _ _ „ 34.00 

DR C Baste Compiler - 36.00 

Electric Studio Light Pen , 63.00 

Electric Studio Mouse „ ^^.. H _ rr „ 1 05.00 

Moduli 2 _ _ 40.00 

Mini Office II ~~^~— 16,00 

Sam „ _ 2S.00 

Rotate - 23.50 

Fleet Street Editor Plus ~ 49.00 

Ni;widtskl'i;fn.iiu'»!i:t , , Ifl.OO 

Newsdesk Int. & Light Pen _ m 55.00 

The Desktop Publisher _,. 27.00 

The Desktop Publisher with Mouse .- 60.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Stop Press with Mouse ,„,„ „ 70.00 

T« Sign ... 25.00 

Master Son ,—— r - nn-n-r- 60,00 

Master Paint Ifl.OO 

Master Son & Master Paint ™ 68.00 

Air Combat Emulator , , , Ifl.OO 

Academy _ m 18.00 

AnruJs or Rome -,„ „ 22.00 

Bridge Player 2000 1 7.00 

Batman ..„..,.._.„.,.„„,.„ „ „ 1 3.00 

Bounder .... ,..„ 1 1.50 

Classic Collection 11.00 

Culusus Bridge 4 „..„. I S.00 

CoJosuss 4 Chess ^,.„..M...^..».„. r ,.„ 15.00 

Cyrus 2 Chess _ .... 15.00 

Distractions „,, ,„-,,„, , ri , , .- , ., ,. 17.50 

FairHght _ 14.00 

Fairlight 2 _..,__ (4.00 

Footbatl Fortunet „„.„„„„, 15,00 

Frank Bruno Boxing ., ., ,., L 17.00 

Forth Protocol -,,- mr ^ uomm.. t . J (7,00 

Graham Gooch Cricket „^ 17.00 

Guild of Thieves .... „ nro ,„,., Jt[11 , J . tu „. 1750 

Mead Over Beets „ 14.50 

Hitchhikera Guide 22,00 

Lcaderboard T . m ] 7.S0 

Lord ol the Rinp _.........-. 24 00 

Lurking Horror _ ., 22.00 

Living Daylights 1 3.00 

The Pawn ...,.._.,..., „.„ Ifl.OO 

PSI 5 Trading Company „ 1 7 SO 

Silicon Dreams M it.. nni .Li..u...i JM .. u ,u „„ 1 7.00 

Strike Force Harder „ 17.50 

StationlaH m „, mmin ., H ,„,„.„„ HM<MHM 22,00 

Steve Davis Snooker ...„ .... 17.50 

Scrabble «™ „„.««.„ 17 00 

Scrabble Deluxe . 22 00 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. POST & PACKING TO UK 



Star Glider „™,.^„ H ... H „ m „„„ 20.00 

Sorcerer „ _.,..„, .20.00 

Trivial Pursuits .....^.. W ..„ H ,_ Ifl.OO 

Toma.hawk „... 16.00 

Tau Ceti II (Academy) T». BM , Wiwn 1 7.50 

3D Clock Chess __ m I7.S0 



EDUCATION 



Touch 'nGo. 
locoscript Tutodal .. 
Un Key Typing Tutor 
Hands On CPfM Pius 
Hands On dBase II 
Hands On Sujsercalc 




1*50 
• 9S 
2195 
19.95 
19.95 
19.95 



Program your PCW . ~ .. 6.95 

Step oy Step Guide to Locoscript 4.95 

Amstrad CFVM PkB 1195 

USiiyg the PCW 8256 9.95 

CJVM N.I-! _ 16.50 

Linderitanding dBnsn II , , 2195 

done II for the lit Tim* user 22.95 

Soul ol CP/M 1 6.S0 

Using CP/M 5.95 

Mastering CP/M I7.9S 



BASIC II Uscn Guide 9,95 



PCW HARDWARE 



PCWS256 .. 

PCWB5 12 

PCW9S 12 

Amstrad R5232/Cenironi« I'F , 
Amstrad FD2 Second Drke _... 

82S6 Memory Upgrade 

PCW Dust Covers ™_» 

10 Blank I CF! Discs . 



PCWJoystkk & Interface 
Lockablc Disc Storage Box . 



325.00 

435 00 

540.00 

50.S0 

... 143.00 

27.00 

9,95 

23.00 

25.50 

9.95 



Comtec S ystems 



Please send me the tallowing Hems: 
Qly ProducJ 



Piloe(kicVAT) 



S8a Wellingborough Road Northampton NN 1 4DN Tel: (0604) 24463/2 1 763 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POST & PACKING, SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE I 
We are fully authorised Amstrad Repair Centre, with 'in house' repair facilities. 
w Phone now for details of our service contracts and repair costs, 

# County Council, Local and Education Authorities. Orders Welcome. 

• Corporate and Export Orders Welcome. 

V Please phone now for fixed price contracts and bulk orders 
TELEX: 265871 MONREF G QUOTING 72: MAG 31 116 
OVERSEAS ORDERS 
Please add the following to your order and make all payments in sterling 

Software. Books. Docs. Leeds ._....„ £2.00 

Printers, Disc Drives £20.00 

Computers , ,„„,„„, . £40.00 



M/CTYPE 1512 06128 fJ86«2 



TOTAL 



Mame Mr/Mrs/Mlu 
Addtee* 



. Tel No. 



Postcode 

I enctosa (please licx) c*)eque'p.°. a, please debit lo myi^^ ^S^, 
u Access a Vta card DJL_J 



I 
I 

Cotntcc Sy ttcitiii 



^^^^PTO^N^I^^^((^4)j44^3/1 1763 i 



Rational Solutions is pleased to announce the launch of 



PC AtLast 



The PC version of their best-selling database program for the 

Amstrad PCW, computers AtLast, also known as 

The Database Manager. 

This database application generator achieved its fame from its 

unique and unrivalled combination of exceptional versatility, speed. 

ease of use and tow low price. But don't take our word for it - listen 

to what the reviewers said: 



"Superb vatue for money and hard to pick holes in" - 8000 Plus 
"Powerful features. . . as clever as the user makes it" 

- Amstrad Professional Computing 
"Many attractive features ... its search features are particularly 
valuable" - Computing With The Amstrad PCW 



Now, at last, PC users can reap the benefits of using AtLast- But that's not all. 
Ah hough the o riginal program was sufficie rrlly vereati ie to r most people , t h e te were 
bound to be some people who wanted more. We listened to them and PC AtLast 
was desig ned to take i nto account ou r use rs recomme nd ali ons f ro m the word go . 



FEATURES 



* Data Capacity and Economy - Can use all the available space on your disc 
up to maximum ot 32, 000 records or 4Mb per file. 10 files per database. 20 Held 
arrays per record, 99 elements per field anay, up to 79 characters per element. 
Records of 2000 characters are handled with ease. 

Unused data space is not saved to disc and therefore use of disc space is opti- 
mised. Typically three timesasmanynamesandaddressescanbekepton a floppy 
as on a fixed formal system. Witt operate happily on a single floppy (360k) or a hard 
disc it you have one 

* Semi - relational - Records can be related between files so thai you can 
switch from one record to a related record in a few key-strokes. 

' Report and screen layouts - Alt screen layouts and report forms are user- 
definable using a built-in mini-word-processor and you can have as many as you 
tike tor each file. Examples are data entry screens, browsing screens, columnar 
Sstings, labels, letters. Any data item (field element) can be positioned anywhere 
and mixed with explanatory text as desired. Simple 'delautr forms are created 



automatically for each Tile. Data can be exported via ASCII Hies in any layout 
desired (e.g. lor mail-merge via virtually any word-processor that has a mail-merge 
ability). Listings can incorporate 'head - and fair sections, with field totals, if 
desired. 

' Data Entry - Dafa can be entered and individual fields edited using full on- 
screen control, passing up or down through fields at wilt. Data entry forms will scroll 
up or down on screen as required. 
All data is validated on entry according to its type. 

An integrated environment means that you can search to see if a record is already 
there, belore adding, editing or deleting it. Index files are automatically updated 
without your even noticing. 

' Indexlng/Sonlng -Up to 5 index files tor any data tile, each ordered on up to 
three levels (data items) with entries up to 30 characters. Uses state-of-the-art "B- 
trees' buffered tor almost instantaneous access. No tedious scninq require d. 
Mixed case fields give true alphabetic ordering -no need to use upper case only. 
Any index can be used for either listing or browsing order or for searching lor 
individual records. 

' Selecting - Selection conditions can be imposed on any field or combination 
of fields when browsing or listing using Equal To, Not Equal To, Before, Equal or 
Before. After, Equal or After, Contains (substring) or Does Not Contain. 

' Field Types -A versa tile range ot '9 Held types is available. Types include date 
(0-9999 AD), time (HH:MM:SS), automatic serial numbers and pre-defined lists. 

* Data Security - Any file can be protected from editing, adding to or deleting 
or any combination of these. 

* Data Re-organisation - Data definitions can be edited without having to re- 
type data. In most cases, this is handled automatically. 

' Manual - Comprehensive manual with lull reference text and introductory 
tutorial lor the beginner. 

* Menus - Menu-driven throughout, mostly requiring single key responses for 
ease ot use. No programming lanquage to learn. 

Only £39.95 inc VAT from all good dealers or order 
direct (no postage charge for UK or Europe) From: 

RATIONAL SOLUTIONS LTD 

9 Rosehill Road, London SW18 2NY Tel: 01-874 6244 




DIALUP 




"DIALUP 
Personal is 
an excellent 
package, 
easy to use, 
perfect for 
the first 
time user" 



DIALUP Personal is an easy to use comms package, with all the 

right features for the serious user. 

It's menu driven and simple to send prepared letters, documents. 

spreadsheets etc. \bu can save Prestel screens to disc and build 

up your own frame directory, or capture text to a file for editing 

in a WP package. 

For the technically minded DIALUP offers 

• XMODEM and KERMIT file transfer protocols 

• Telesoftware Download 

• EPAD 

You con access Telecom Gold, Prestel. Microlink, Micronet and 
other popular services and Bulletin Boards. 
DIALUP Personal is only £89.95 (inc VAT) and can be used with 
a wide range of moderns, 

Please send me 

D DIALUP software (or E899S One VAT) plus £2 95 p&p 

D DtALUP with a WSdQOQ modem tor £259.95 (inc VAT ) plus £5.50 pScp 

O Modem lb Ntao coble lot £11 SO (inc VAT) 

□ Further details ot DIALUP Personal 

h&ame 




Phone. 



TELECOM GOLD 



DIALUP Micro n IBM PC/ X T/AT and compal ibies O Amstroa PC W 
Pt RSON M. r] BBC B B+. Master 128 O BBC Master Compac t O IW Nimbus 

i enclose o cheque Tot £ payable to PMS Communications Ltd 

Alternatively telephone ACCESS details to us an 021-W3 7688 

PMS Communications Ltd. Nattoik House. Smallbrook Queenswoy. Birmingham BSdLJ 




dnivia 
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LISTINGS PLUS 



INDEX MAKER 

Note every reference in this month's BASIC listings and impress publishers. 











Book Indexer 




What is an Index? 

An index is the bit yDu put at the end of your book 
If you really had important things to say and that 
making it up as you went along. It is the place whe 
interesting words like <Aardvark> and <Zeebidee) (j 
which isn't very interesting but with an extra 'e' 
interesting) , 

It also allows gerbil lovers to ignore the 
books about Lianas and Hamsters and only read the e 
{gerbils! . For as everyone knows * gerbils 1 is a won 
by definition Instrinlsically funny. 

Lianas are all right and hamsters are only 
boring but every time I hear the word Gerbil, Jerbi 
desert rodent of the subfaolly Cerblllnae. A crentu 
Intrinlslcally funny, A useful word to use In coapu 
have to laugh. 

In fact Italy's the long winter evening I've 
repeating intrinsically funny words like "gerbil", 
"database" until the tears rolled down my cheeks. 




When you eventually do manage to complete your 500,000 
word in-depth study on 'Locomotives and Rolling Stock on 
the Great Mull of Kintyre Railway 1901-1923' and are 
sending it round publishers, what will impress them more 
than a full and thorough index with every reference and entry 
noted with the correct page number? 

While creating an index is usually a long and painstaking 
exercise it is also the very thing that the PCW is just made 
for. Here is a program which takes most, if not all of the pain 
out of creating an index. 

The idea is that when you're polishing up your final draft 
of your thesis in LocoScript you go through the text 
surrounding any word or phrase that you want to appear in 
the index with curly brackets | and \. For example if you 
write the phrase "The most imposing edifice of the many 
fine examples of Victorian railway architecture was 
{Bellochantuy Station)" the program will extract the words 
Bellochantuy Station for the index along with the correct 
page number. 

Running the indexer 

The first step from LocoScript file to index is to convert your 
masterpiece into an "ASCII file' which BASIC can read. Do 
this with (f 1] in LocoScript 2 of [f7] in LocoScript 1 and use 
the 'Page Image' option. Make sure that the resulting ASCII 
file is in Group of your LocoScript disc - the leftmost 
group. 








Restart the PCW ([SHIFT]+[EXTRA]+[EXIT]) to load 
CP/M and then load BASIC. Type in and save the program 
(as described in the 'How to type in a listing' box). Run the 
program, and when it asks for the 'Text File Name' put your 
LocoScript disc in the drive and type in the name that you 
gave the ASCII file (don't include any spaces in the name 
even though Loco's disc manager directory may imply there 
should be). 

You are now asked for the page you are starting at. If 
your document is all in a single file then you should reply l, 
If you really have a 500.000 word thesis you will presumably 
be storing it in several different files which you will have to 
index separately. If you know that your second chapter file 
constitutes pages 13 to 20 of your book, then when indexing 
that file type 1 3 as the first page number 

The program then opens the file and runs through each 
line looking for is and is. Anvthina between the brackets is 


Aardvark Page 45 
Bellochantuy Station Page 47 
Bluffers Guide to Gerbil Breeding Page 47 
Gematria Page 46 
gerbils Page 45 
Industrial strength compost Page 46 
Liana kidneys Page 46 
Sine Ardua and Astra Page 47 
South Pacific Page 47 
The Meaning of Life Page 46 
Zeebidee Page 45 


written to a special temporary file. Once this is complete 
(and it can take a while with a big file) the indexer then starts 
to sort the index into order. 

You will be asked to think of the name of a file to hold the 
final index in. 

Getting at your index 

When the indexing process is finished, you will have a new 
file in Group of your LocoScript disc with the name you 
chose for the index. To view this all you need to do, while 
still within BASIC, is to enter type filename (where 
filename is the name you have chosen) and it will be listed 
out on screen. 

To use this in LocoScript just 'Create' a new file and then 
use the Insert text' command to load it into LocoScript. 
There may be a bit of sorting out to do to get it neat and tidy 
but this should not take long. 
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LISTINGS PLUS 



i 

lind Ihe ASCII input lile lo be indexed — ( , 



codes to print lor clearing me screen — 10 clt=CHH* (27) +" B" +CHES <27>+"H" 
20 lndex=0: word=0 
30 PRIHT cl* 

40 IHPUT "Text File Name"; text* 

50 IF FIHDS<text*>="- THEH PRIHT "File not found 
60 IHPUT "What page are you starting at" ; page* 
70 PRIHT CIS: PRIHT "Checking file" 
80 OPEH "I".l. texts 
90 DPEH "D",2, "m:temp" 

100 WHILE HOT EOF <1>:LIHE IHPUT #1, line* 
110 len%=LEH<line*) 
120 FOR x=l TO len% 

let*=MIDS<line*, x, 1) 

IF let*=">" THEH index=0: PRIHT #2 TAB<fl0> 



GOTO 40 



open a temporary wort file TEMP on drive M — 
read a line of the inpul file — 



look at each character in ihe line — ) 

check lor ( ot ) and Slore any marked words I 
in the lile M: TEMP "1 

check lot a new page — 



130 
140 



150 IF index=l THEH PRIHT #2 let*; 



Page" page* 



160 IF let*="{" THEI lndex=l 
170 IF let$=CHRS<12) THEH page*=page%+l 
ISO HEXT 
190 VEHD 
close Ihe input hies — 200 CLOSE 1 : CLOSE 2:PRIHT cl* 

210 PRIHT "lumber of words in index is " word* 
220 IHPUT "Bame for sorted index" ; index* 

230 PRIHT "sorting 

get ready lo sort the indei into order — | 240 DIM line*C1000> 

250 OPEH "I", l,"m: temp" : OPEH "O", 2, index* 
260 WHILE HOT BOF<l) 

270 maxline=niaxline+l: LI HE IHPUT #1, line* (maxline > 
280 WEHD 

290 FOR 1=2 TO maxline 

300 PRIHT CHRS<13> ; "line" ; 1;"/"; maxline; 
310 FOR J=i TO 1 STEP -1 
H320 IF UPPER*<lineS<j))>OPPERS<llne*Cj~l>> THEH 350 
330 SWAP lineiCj), line*<j-l> 
340 HEXT J 
350 HEXT i 

360 FOR i=l TO maxline 
370 PRIHT #2,llne*(i) 
380 HEXT 
Ctose Ihe liles and erase the lemporary work lile — 390 CLOSE: ERA m:temp 

400 KND 



see Issue 12 (September 1987) lor how Ihis 
sorting routine works 



KF1 

0{C2 
63FD 

mi 

1KB 

CCE7 

oeie 

06EF 
IOSS 

%a 

0719 

wor-d*=word*+ 1 19£B 

OCOB 

mo 
occt 

0339 
0323 

<m 
\m 

1171 
0897 
01C3 
OD65 
O70F 
121F 
0322 
081 1 
OOM 

viu 

IDS) 
0909 
03SE 

03SF 
080A 
06BC 

tm 
oen 

em 



The last thing to do of course is remove the curly 
brackets from your original LocoScript file. This is relatively 
simple using [EXCH] to replacing curly brackets with 
nothing. However hold off doing this until you are certain you 
have completed your final draft. If. for instance, you want to 
add another 20 pages in the middle of your book then if the 
Index markers are in the file still all you need to do is run the 
program again to get a fully corrected version. 

If your book is in chapters indexed separately, so you 
end up with halt a dozen mini-indexes which you wish to 
merge, there is no problem Merge all the index files 
together (either using CP/M"s PIP, or in LocoScript by 
repeatedly using 'Insert text' and making a simple text ASCII 
file of the result). In CP/M copy your combined index file 
onto the M drive and call it TEMP - then load the index 
program and type run 220. This runs only the sorting part of 
the program - from line 220 - and sorts your rough 
combined index into a new sorted one. 

Don't like the way it works? 

It may be that you use curly brackets a lot in your text and 
they are inconvenient as an indexing marker - you can 
choose your own markers by altering lines 140 and 160. 
Replace the close-curly in 140 by the character you want to 



end an index entry, and the open-curly in 160 by the 
character chosen to start an entry. 

The program knows what page number it is on by 
keeping a note in the variable page | . LocoScript puts a 
special symbol in at the end of each page (ASCII character 
1 2) and every time it meets this character it just bumps up 
the page count by one. 

This makes it more difficult if you are using another word 
processor but you can get round it by yourself putting a 
special character at the end of each page - obviously 
something you would never use in your normal text (say for 
instance |j and then change line 170 to read, in this case. 
IF letS="@" THEN page%=page%+l. 

Possible problems 

If you try to write the index file back to your LocoScript disc 
directly you may get an disc full' error message. This is 
because LocoScript has filled the disc with Limbo files. 
which presumably you don't want any more. Go back into 
LocoScript and erase all your Limbo files (use the Options 
menu to do 'Show Limbo files' the erase them normally). 
Now there will be enough room for BASIC to put the index 
file on the disc, so run the indexer again. 
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the mistakes you make and also timing how quickly (or 


^^_ 


" '^W m _M_ 


slowly) you complete the exercise. Then in a rather heartless 


\ 


/ping Tutor 


manner it insists on telling you these usually depressing 


■ 


details. You can then go back and try again or enter another 


m 


' ■ i*»^y 


sentence to practise. The sentence can be up to 255 




by J.T. Brien 


characters (including spaces) so there is plenty of scope to 
make mistakes. 

For the novice programmer, one point to note is the 'DEF 








FN,..' definition in line 10 which allows you to place text 






The one thing every prospective computer expert must come 


where you want on the screen - this is explained further in 






to terms with is finding their way around the PCW key-board 


TipOffs this month. This is a simple version which just 






You may not need to be a touch typist to be a successful 


chooses which line you want (line 140 uses it to make the 






computer buff but it does waste a lot of time if you can't type 


text be printed on row 18 of the screen for instance). 






at a reasonable speed. 


Line 80 is the line where the program sets the PCW clock 






This is where our latest typing tutor is so worthwhile. It 


to zero, to allow it to time the exercise. The loop in lines 90 






encourages both speed and accuracy in only 26 lines of 


to 1 20 compares your typing with the target sentence. 






BASIC. The idea is that you type in the sentence that you 


adding one to the mistake count m' for each wrong press. 






want to practise {Now is the time for all good men.. etc) and 


The clock is read in line 1 30 at the end of the exercise. Line 






then you have to type it again as quickly and as accurately 


200 is a particularly cunning way of saying "if the user typed 






as possible. 


"D", go to line 40; if "Q" was typed, go to line 220; if "A" was 






The cursor moves over the text again this time noting all 


typed go to line 70. 


10 


DEF FH1S (y)=CHRS(27)+"Y"+CHR$(y +31 > +CHRS (31) OCDB 


20 


DEF FBt(X>=IBT(x»10/16) 


07A1 


30 clsS= CHRS(27)+"E''+CHR*(27)+"H" 


07S0 


40 ] 


PRIST clsS: PRIST FH1$ (10) . , "Type In the line 


1 you want to practise?" IA73 


50 ] 


PRIST FB1$(15). 


0543 


60 


LIBE IBPUT"" ,ex$ 


0SE7 


70 c=0 : m=0 


0216 


80 PRINT FB1S(15), : POKE 645041,0 


0965 


90 WHILE c<LEB(exS) 


0618 


100 


GOSOB 230 


03E4 


110 


IF a$ =MIDS(ext, (c+1) , 1) THEE c=c+l:PRIBT a 


l»{ ELSE m-m+1 HDD 


120 


WEBD 


0315 


130 


sees *= FBt (PEEK (64504! )) 


0801 


140 


PRIST FB1S (18), m" mistakes in " sees" seconds " 1193 


150 


PRIST FB1S (22),, "D to practise a different sentence" U8S 


160 


PRIST FS1S (23),,"Q to quit" 


09C3 


170 


PRIST FSlt (24),, "A for another tining" 


0E28 


180 


GOSOB 230 


03F1 


190 


aS=OPPER*(at) 


03Efl 


200 


OB ISSTRCDQA-.aDGOTO 40,220,70 


0973 


210 


GOTO 180 


039E 


220 


EBB 


SHE 


230 


aS=IBKEY$ 


03115 


240 


WHILE aS ="" 


040E 


250 


aS^IBKEYS: WESD 


0537 


360 


RETURB 


03BE 



Good programs needed!!! 



We are looking for well written programs of up 
to 50 or so lines which we can print in the 8000 
Plus listings pages each month. 01 course, 
since we want short listings as well as long, 
the longer ones will have to be really speciall 

If you can program you could earn hard 
cash and instant tame by having your program 
printed in 8000 Plus. Give instructions on an 
accompanying sheet tor using the program, 
and if there are any useful modifications that 
readers can make by simple edits to 
customise the program, mention those too. 

To submit a listing you must supply: 



1. A printout of the listing; 

2. A disc on which it is saved; 

3. A stamped, addressed padded bag for 
its return; 

4. An explanation of what it does and how 
to use It; 

5. A signed statement confirming that the 
program Is your own work and hasn't been 
submitted to anybody else. 

Send your listings to Listings, 8000 Plus, 
4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ. Please allow up 
to 40 days for return of your disc - the listings 
are assessed in a batch once a month. 
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MENU-MATE^ 



Never forget another com- 
mand with Menu-mate® 
Templates to remind you. 
Save time and end frustra- 
tion because commands 
and simple instructions are 
at your fingertips for quick 
and easy reference. 

Richman Software's Menu- 
Mate® is easier to use than 
books or reference cards, the 
facts are complete, properly 
organised to help you and 
available at a glance. 



THE FACTS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 




The first in a range of key- 
board templates for popular 
micros and software. 

PATENT APPLIED 



Select options instantly, by- 



pass the menus. 

Why press six keys when two 

will do the same job? 

See the exact appearance of 



your letter as you type it ... no 
more guesswork, 

Throw away the manual! 



Menu-Mate s -* gives simple in- 
structions on cutting, copying 
and pasting blocks and phrases 
for instant reference. 



Never lose work because it 
wasn't saved. Menu-Mate® 
acts as a constant reminder 



and shows you howl 

Shows special features of 
Locoscript almost unknown. 



h of Amrtrtd pk 



Menu-Mate® is precision cut 
to fit the PCW Keyboard ex- 
actly. This allows stability 
and easy removal. 

Special introductory price of 
£6.99 + p&p includes free 

Locoscript guide. 

Generous discounts available 
for bulk purchase. 

Call for quantity discounts or 
quotations on custom made 
templates to meet your spe- 
cial needs. 

ORDER NOW ON THE FORM 
BELOW AND KEEP THE JOY 
IN YOUR JOYCE! 



->%- 



Please make Chq/P r O, payable to: 
Richman Software, FREEPOST, Harlow 
Essex CM20 I BR Tel: (0279) 25401 

Please Send Menu -Maters ai £6 99 

+ £1.25 p&p to: 



Name: 



Address: 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 COMPATIBLE 



Overseas add C4.00 p&p payable in Sterling 
Allow 21 days delivery 

Major credit cards accepted 
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Since last month's main feature was on Artificial Intelligence 
it seems an ideal time to carry a fine example of the subject 
- a totally infallible Decision Maker, The difference is you 
don't need any fancy programming languages for this one - 
all you need is 13 lines of BASIC and a trusting nature. 

It works on the basis that if you have a difficult problem 
with a lot factors influencing it, you can work out the answer 
mathematically. What you have to do when you run the 
program is type in the number of options you have to choose 
from, and it then asks you to describe each option. Don't 
forget to press [RETURN] after each line you input. 

The program asks you how many 
factors influence each option and you have 
to list them. These factors' are essentially 
statements which are assumed to be true, 
eg. 1 like tea". Then you have to give 
'weighting' to each factor between -1 and 
1 0. If the factor is a positive advantage you 
give it a plus figure, if it is a disadvantage 
you give it a minus figure. 



So suppose you are trying to work out whether to have 
some tea or not: the factor "I like tea" would have quite a 
strong positive influence on y.our choice, maybe +8. 
However, the factor "I like Perrier Water'' has a negative 
influence, maybe -8. A rating of zero would mean, "This 
factor is totally unimportant.'' 

The program works out the mathematics and then prints 
out its suggestion. 

The biggest practical advantage of this kind of program is 
that it forces you to think analytically about the problem and 
to break it down into its component parts. For this alone it 
must be worth your while typing it in. Of course whether you 
accept the Decision Maker's advice is another matter... 8000 
Plus is not responsible for anyone going bankrupt because 
the Decision Maker made a wrong decision etc. etc. 



I suggest thai you Have a cup of coffee 
Ok 



Rate influence factors have on the decision to Have a cup of coffee fro» -10 to U 

1 It IS refreshing? ta 

2 It is i stiftuuitt? +? 

3 It it habit fortius' -&■ 



10 DIX fS<50>:c=l:cl$=CHRS(27)+"E"4CHE$<27)+"H":PRIIT clS; "DECISIOI MAKER" r PRIST 

20 IIPUT "How many options are there to decide f rom" ;a: DIK oS(a), o(a) 

30 PRIIT: PRIST" lame them: ": FOR x=l TO a: PHUT , x; : IIPUT dS(x> : o(x)=0: IEIT x 

40 FOR x=l TO a:PRIIT clS;"How many factors influence the decision to ■; 0$<x) ; : IIPUT b 

50 PRIIT: PRIBT "lame them:": FOR y=l TO b:PRIIT , y; : IIPUT f$<y):IEXT y 

60 PRUT cl$; 

70 PRIIT "Rate influence factors have on the decision to ";a$<x);" fro« -10 to 10" 

80 PRIIT: FOR y=l TO b 

90 PRIIT ,y;fS<y>; 

100 IIPUT r:IF r<-10 OR r>10 THEM PRIIT CHR*<27>+" A"+CHK*(27)+"A":GOT0 90 

110 o<x>=o(x)+r:IEIT y:IEIT x 

120 FOR x=l TO (a-l):IF o(cXa<x+l> THEI c=x+l 

130 IEXT x: PRIIT clS;"I suggest that you ";o*(c):EID 



1889 
19E0 

ioec 

2157 

\m 

0160 
102A 
0800 
056C 
18FF 
OBSA 

□Fsa 

I33A 



How to type in a listing 



The first thing to do is to load Mallard BASIC. Turn on 
your PCW and put the copy of the CP/M master disc in 
drive A. 

When the A> prompt appears type basic and 
press [RETURN]. After a few seconds a message 
about Mallard BASIC will appear on the screen, ending 
with the prompt "Ok". 

Type in each line carefully, starting with the line 
number and ending with [RETURN]. The four figure 
number codes on the extreme right of each line 
should not be typed - this is for checking purposes as 
described in the Checker program listing printed in 
issues 10 and 14. 

Be careful not to mix up capital i, lower case 1 
and the digit l. capital o with (he digit 0, colons and 
semicolons, commas and full stops. 

You should always save any listing to disc before 



running ft. to do this type save "program" - you can 
choose any name you lie up to eight letters in place 
ol PROGRAM. 

When you've finished, type list [RETURN] and 
the whole program will appear on the screen. Check it, 
and if any lines are wrong correct them with the 'line 
editor'. 

For example, if there is a mistake in line TOO type 
edit loo [RETURN]. Use the arrow keys and the 
delete key to correct the line, and press [RETURN] 
when finished. You can delete a whole line by typing 
its number and then [RETURN]. 

To run the program, simply type BON [RETURN]... 

Bull ITs more than likely that no matter how 
meticulously you typed in the listing it won't work first 
time. You may get an error message such as 'Syntax 
error in 100'. The line number given in any error 



message may not be exactly where the error Is, It Is 
simply where the program got stuck. You may have to 
look around for the mistake. 

You can list out the program to the printer (use 
llist) and check it against the magazine copy. 

When you find the mistake use the line editor as 
described to correct it, re-run the program and keep 
going until you have got it working. Don't forget to 
save the final working version to disc! 

To leave BASIC and get back to CP.M type system 
[RETURN]. 

To run the program another day, start up BASIC in 
the same way, put in the disc with the saved program 
and type run t rogrw (giving the name you saved it 
under in place of PHOGRAM, of course). 
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( PCW Hardware "^M f Desktop Publishing ^ 



£ 




INTERNATIONAL 



PCW Discs 



Amsoft CF2 per 10 £23.95 

Artisoft CF2 per S £12.95 

Maxwell CF2 per 10 £22.95 

Maxwell CF2 per 5 £12,49 



/"" 



Storage 



AMS10L £12.95 

holds 2 1 CF2 in lib. cases 



PROTO BOX » t 6.95 

holds 10 CF2 ex. lib. cases 



J iv V 



PCW82S6 (inc locoscript 2) ... £31000 

*PCW9SI2 £479.00 

♦PC 1 5 1 2 SD Mono + 20M b . £599.00 
* PC I M0 SD Col. + 20Mb .... £949.00 

CPS8256;65 1 2 interface £ 59,95 

Serial Cable £ 1 295 

Parallel Cable _ £ 12.95 

FD2 Second Drive PCW £142.95 

Memory Upgrade Kit £ 24.95 

PCW Work Station £1 1 3.95 



Fleet Street Editor + ,, 


. £49.95 


Newsdesk InternationAt -,— 


£J7.95 


Desktop Publisher 


. £2195 


Desktop Pub. + mouse 


. £67.96 




. £13.80 


E. Studio font module 


, £18.40 




£58.95 


95 1 2 software phone for 


prices 



Graphics 

PR Draw £ 39.00 

DR Graph £ 39.00 

E. Studio light pen £ 64.40 

E. Studio mouse £t06.S6 

AMX mouse + desktop £71.95 

Signwriter PCW £ 39.96 

Extra fonts for above £ 5.75 

9512 software phone for prices 



StarNLIODMP I20CPS ... £229.85 
(Whth report recommended buy) 
Star NX 1 S wide carriage ... £349.00 
Micro P. MP36 daisywhecl . £258.75 
Micro P. MP40daisywheel , £379.50 
Parallel lead 2m £ I2.9S 



Ma i/merge 

An essential tool for anybody 
involved in direct mailshots 



Amsoft Locomail £29.95 

Dataflow/Mailftow III £39.96 

Flexilabel £27.95 



Paper 



II x9.2S6OGSM2O0Oshects 
1 1 X 9.15 70 GSM 7000 sheets 

A4 70GSM 2000 sheen 

A190GSM 1 000 sheets 

I I X 1 4.5 60G5M 1000 sheets 

1 000 Labels I across web 

2000 Labels 7 across web 

* p i j .M or music ruled 



(14 95* 

£16.95* 

£20.95 

tlVH 

£20.95* 

£ 5.99 

£ B.49 



fr 



Books 



The AmstradCP/M plus £11.95 

Int. Ams. CP/M Assembly Lan. „ £ 9.95 
Practical Amstrad VWprocess ... £ 7.95 

Amstrad Communications £ 8.95 

Program your PCW 2nd Ed £ 6.9S 

Mastering the Amstrad PCW ... £ 8,95 

Using dBase II £ 1 9.95 

Users Guide to dBase II £13.95 



Pocket Wordstar PCW £ 7.50 

Get Started BASIOLogo £ S.9S 

Supercalc prompt 2nd ed £ 9,95 

Introduction to Pascal £17.95 

Desktop Publishing £ 6.95 

Programming the tBO £19.95 

Using Databases PCW £ B.95 



Over 1 500 Titles for computers and software, phone for prices 



_-' 



RUGBY MICRO SPARES 

36a ABBEY STREET, 
RUGBY WARWICKSHIRE 
ENGLAND CV21 3LH 



0788 69344 



Dust Covers 

Keep the dust at bay with 

this cotton piped PVC set 

at the low price of 

£9.95 



; a 



Wbrdprocessfiig 

Amor Protect £47.95 

Amor Pocket Prote»t £34,95 

Pocket Wordstar £35.65 

Pocket Wordstar Deluxe £56.66 

Ncwwond 2 _ £59.80 

TaswordSOOO £1895 

Amor Prospell £22.95 

Amsoft Locospeil £29 95 

Taspell 8000 _ £ 1 2.85 

Supertype — — . £1 8.49 

Tasprint BO0O £1 1.95 

Locoscript 2 £19. 49 

95 I 2 software phone Icr prices 



J j. v 



Database 



"> 



Misterfile 8000 £39.90 

Database man (At Last) £22.95 

Caxton Card box £44.59 

Delta 1. 25 £74 24 

dBase tl £85.95 

Plan It £19.95 

95 1 2 software phone for prices 



r 



Miscellaneous 



Amor BCPL £32,95 

Arnor Maxam II £39,96 

Amor C £39.96 

PCW Ribbons black fabric .... £ 3.95 
PCW Ribbons black carbon , £ 5.50 
PCW ribbons coloured £ 4.95 



"\ 



Bespoke Stationery 

Sage statements 250 £12.95 

500 £23.95 

1000 £39.95 

Sage wage slips 250 ............. £14.38 

500 £27.95 

1000 £49.95 

Stationery available for Compact, 

Camsoft. M;ip or to your own 
design. 



J 



PCW Software 



Leather Goddesses .. 

Mooumlst ..._ .__. 

Tomahawk , — 

Hitchhikers Guide 



Hitchhikers OH Book 

Star Glider 

Flirlijfil -, 

5t"ke Force Harrwr 

Colossus Bridge 4 -... 

Colossus Cheii4 

Steve [3avi#s Snooker — _... 

Head Over Heth 

Heathrow Controller _ 

Leaderboard Golf ...- 



£19.94 

£19 9$ 

£IS.9S 

£19% 

£ 6,« 

£I9.M 

£11.91 

..._- £15.96 

£ I 1.91 

£11.95 

£H.9S 

1 1 2 95 

£16.91 



Spreadsheets 

Multiplan £57.50 

Supercalc 2 £39.96 

Cracker 2 with graph £39.20 

Caxton Scratchpad £44.95 

Rotate (sideways print) £18 95 

9512 software phone for prices 



Communications 

Sage Chit Chat Combo. £209.99 

(inc modem) 
Sage Chit Chat Email £162.49 

(inc modem) 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £ 79.20 

Sage Chit Chat Email £ S5.99 

Sage Chit Chat VData £ 55.99 

Miracle WS4000 modem .... £1 79.40 
Pace Linnet modem £147.95 

9S 1 2 Comms phone for prices 



Accounts 

Camsoft Int. Acc.SISPN £1 1 1.34 

Camsoft Int. Acc.SPN t 74,12 

Camsoft Invoicing £ 37,95 

Camsoft Sales Ledger £ 37.95 

Camsoft Purch Ledger £ 37.95 

Camsoft Norn. Ledger £ 37.95 

Camsoft Stock Control £ 37 95 

Camsolt Payroll £ 37.95 

Compact Accounts £148.46 

Compact Accounts Plus ,...,. £ 1 65.62 

Map Int. Accounts £ 104.99 

Sage Super Combo £161.99 

Sage Accounts Plus £104.99 

Sage Combo (payroll) £104.99 

Sage Popular Accounts £ 74.95 

Sage Payroll £ 54.59 

Advanced Money Manager . £ 22.95 
Adv. Money Manager Plus .. £ 29.79 



TELEX NO. 312242 MIDTLX G 



We accept Official Purchase Orders from Government and Educational Establishments. 
All discs usually dispatched SAME DAY by 4pm. Place your order using your Credit Card. 
Prices and Delivery subject to availability. All prices inc. VAT and Delivery 



E3 




/^ 



MIDAS SOFTWARE 



^ 



53, BUSH HALL ROAD. BILLERICAV, ESSEN CM 12 OPU 

-.- - T0245J 46 1 946 

FREE 20 Page Colour Catalogue includes software for IBM PC & Compatible machines 



PCW Software | 



FINANCIAL MODELLING; 
SUPERCALC 2 £37.95 

CRACKER 2 £37.95 

SCRATCHPAD PLUS £37.50 

WORD PROCESSING : 



ACCOUNTS/PAYROLL: 

CAMSOFT (from £49 95| 

CAMSOFT INTEGRATED PSIL £1 [9.95 

MAP (from £19.00| 

MAP INTEGRATED ACCOUNTS £1 19.95 

SAGE (from £69.99) 



NEWWORD 2 
POCKET WORDSTAR 


£51.75 

£29.95 


SAGE ACCOUNTS/PAYROLL 


£115.00 


LOCOMAIL or 








LOCOSPEU 


£29.95 


TRAINING, 




MICRO COLLECTION 




TOUCH 'N' GO 


£19.95 


rw/Pracessing. database. 

Spreadsheet &. labelling) 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 
DAISY DISC IPriras Locoscript 

documents on Brother Daisy 

Wheel Primers) 


£37.95 

£18.95 

£11.50 


IAN KEY Typing Crash Course 

IAN KEY 2 Fingers Conversion 
AUDIO TUTORIALS (Supercate, 

Locoscripr., Newword of 

CPM f, Basic) 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO 


£19.95 
£19.95 

£7.95 


PROTECT 


£59.95 


LOCOSCRIPT 


E4.45 


imuntj: 








BRAINSTORM 


£40.25 


DATABASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS: 


ROTATE 
SMAHTKEY 


£19.95 
£29.95 


CAMBASE 2 

CARDBOX 


£42.45 
£47.99 


FLEXILABEL 


£23.00 


CONDOR 1 


£79.99 


GRAPHICS: 




dRASE II 


£79.95 


DR DRAW 


£37.95 


SAGE RETRIEVE 


£57.50 


DR GRAPH 


£37.95 


DELTA 1 .25 


£79.99 


COMMUNICATIONS: 




GAMES: 




LNALUP 


£84.95 


3D CLOCK CHESS 


£1 2,65 


CHIT CHAT 'E-Mail' 4. Viewdata' 


£89.95 


BRIDGE PLAYER 2000 


£15.95 



r 



\&T'JJZ'T'. 



c 



DISCS 



J 



*\ 



10 3"CF2DISCS 

1 £23.0(0 

THE DESK TOP PUBLISHER 



£19.95 I 



POCKtTT WORDSTAR DELUXE 



£39.95 



J 



SPELLSTAR (For Pocket WordStar) 

I £9.95 I 



c 



PCW 9512 



J 



£545 until 31/12/87 

PIUS £50 FREE 

SOFTWARE VOUCHER 



^ 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 



d vantag e 



(EPI) Faueonberg Lodge * St Georges Road • Cheltenham * GL50 3DT 

Tel: 0242 222307 

OUR PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND VAT 



The Advantage policy:- 

* All advertised items are normally in stock 

* We aim to despatch all orders by the next working day 

* We refund payment if you are not satisfied for any reason 

Order by post or telephone. We accept Sterling cheques. Access & Visa* Please 
send a SAE with all enquiries. Remember to state which computer you are 

using. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES FOR PCW AND CPC 



Members may deduct £2 off each item below. Overseas 
please add Ci per compiler 

* MIX C COMPILE ft Full Kemigran- Ritchie implementation with tutorial £29.95 

* MIX C SPLrr SCREEN EDITOR Useful companion to MIX C and any compiler £19.95 

+ MIX ASM UTILITY Integrate M-80 Assembler into your C program £8.9S 

* MIX EXAMPLES - All the tutorial source code ryped in ready to compile „ £8.95 

* NEVADA COBOL - One step compile and nm. ANSI- 1 974 standard. Full manual £19.95 

* NEVADA PASCAL - Floating point, sequential and random indexed file I/O £19.95 

* NEVADA FORTRAN - Random I/O. ANSIX3.9-I9W Fortran IV. With trace debugging £29.95 

* HIS0FT C - Popular compiler with GSX graphics library and EDBO editor _ £36.95 

* PASCAL 80 - An extensive implementation of JensenWirih with EDBO editor £36.95 

* FORTH -Fast compact compiler with GSX graphics and screen editor £19.95 

* ZBASIC - Advanced and powerful BASIC compiler with debugging support £59.95 

* DEVPAC 80 V2 - The latest assembly language development tool from Hisoft £36.95 

* KNIFE PLUS - Disc sector editor, damaged disc recovery. Drvie A or B + 951 2 £18.95 



DISC SOFTWARE FOR PCW & CPC 



The best from the Public Domain, tailored for Amstrad computers and fully documented by 
Advantage. Each disc has menu selection and sortect directory. Members may deduct £1 off the 
price. Overseas please add £ I . 



APPLICATIONS 



•TEXT EDJTOR Easy to use full screen editor with automatic word-wrap, page breaks, printer 
control. Generates ASCII files - ideal for compiler source code „ „ £7,00 

* DATABASE A relational database suitable for storing simple data and producing reports and 
forms letters from the data. Free format query language with macros and commands. Features 
on-line help. Disc also contains an Inventory Database ~.. £7,00 

* FIXED ASSETS LOG Record up to 3S0 items and their value. Useful for home inventory, 
insurance, stock taking control. Includes forms management and sort routine £7.00 

* VIDEO CLERK Keep track of your video collection with this powerful database system. 
Features 4 sort options and forms management plus extensive documentation mmmm £7.00 

* STD CODE BOOK All the UK codes in numeric order with corresponding exchanges. ... £7.00 

* PCW DESKMASTER Desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, memo-writer, card file data- 
base. Disc includes label printer, home accounts, mortgage calculator, weather forecaster, 
unerase for drive M, window generator £7,00 

* PCW GRAPHfCS User -designed graphics drawing program, screen font designer + ready-to- 
use font sets. Biomorph -fascinating graphic demo of natural selection £7.00 

* COMMUNICATIONS UKModem? for CPC and PCW, Kermit, Mcx and utilities £7.QQ 



• COMPLEAT UTILITIES - Newsweep - one-key erase copy rename print 
SUPERZAP disc editor - edit by sector or file; UNERASE erased files: Disckii A - multi-choice 
disc formatter, offers 1 78k data format for PCW and 5.25" second drive formatting: Read/write 
PCW discs on CPC; Screen Dump: Pass word, Easy lister and more £7,00 

• TEXT PROCESSING Sideways - Prints text, eg Spreadsheet on its side; Sort any ASCII list 
into alphabetical order: Word Count WSCIean - removes higher order bits; Calendar 
Generator; Simple Spelling Checker with starter dictionary and editor; Scoring card generator; 
Banner printers. Typewriter Emulator. , £7.00 

• DISC ORGANISATION - Catalog your disc colletion and produce printed index: Library 
utilities for archiving and saving die space; File dating system; Squeae and Unsqueeze file 
compression for saving up to 40% disc space. „ „™ £7,00 

*CP/M V2.2 SELECTION - For CPC464 users. File Manager: Compare; Find; Disc Sector 
Editor: Key Definer: Bad Sector Eliminator; Grep; Full Screen Text Editor Easy Lister; File 
Transfer Utility; Uneras files and many more „ , „ £7.00 



PROGRAMMING 



•THE 280 PROGRAMMER - Z80 Assembler/Disassembler, ZflO Debugger, Z80 Library, 8080 
Disassembler. ZSOto 8080 translator and associated utilities, u „, £7-00 

•THE C PROGRAMMER - The Small C Compiler by Mike Benson. Includes source code and 
25k of documentation. Produces executable .COM files , £7.00 

* C TOOLBOX - An assortment of C source programs, with their compiled versions, written 
for a variety of C compilers. £7,00 

• FORTH, STOIC &C Interpreter -For experimenters using these languages £7.00 



PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE 



* GAMES COMPENDIUM - Chess. Othello. Mastermind, Snake. Spellit, Awari. Life. Gorf. Polish 
Pong, Maie, Btorhvxhms. Word Search Pucle Maker. TicTacTo £7,00 

■* ADVENTURES - The famous Colossal Cave Adventure plus two new games £7.00 

♦ AMUSEMENTS & DIVERSIONS - 29 games for PCW BASIC. Startrck, Whidword, Under. 
3D Noughts and Crosses, Merchant,. Othello, Hangman, Basball, Civil War. American Football. 
Maie, Nim. Horse Races. Blackjack, Spies, Craiy-8 & many more £7.00 



TIPOFFS 



TIP-OFFS 

More cool tips than an ocean full of icebergs... 

Titanic problems in Loco Script or some other favourite package? Sink them with TipOffs, the 
pages with hidden depths. The coolest contributions each month win £30 and a twist of 
lemon. As it's Christmas we're feeling generous and giving two top tip prizes - breaking the 
ice this time are Wiltshire denizen C P Edwards with his essential advice for all users of The 
Desktop Publisher, and Avon lady Rose Bilany for her ingenious way to get headline styles 
from LocoScript. 



DTPers do it sideways 



One facility lacking in the Desktop 
Publisher is the ability to rotate 
graphics. However, it can be done. 

1. Enter 'Edit Graphics' and load in 
the window containing the image to 
be rotated. 

2. Select 'Cut' from the tools menu 
and create a file of the part of the 
graphic to be rotated. 

3. Abort the edit and then enter 
'Edit Font' selecting any font. 

4. Using the 'Paste' option tit your 
image over an even number of 
letters. 

5. Use the 'Save As' option from 
the file menu to create what is in 
effect a new font, then exit from the 



edit font mode. 

6. Using a previously created 
window in the 'Edit Graphics' mode 
load in your new font via the text 
style menu then select Text' from 
the tools menu, 

7. Move the cursor onto the page 
and set the size and position of the 
text letter. By pressing the keys for 
the letters covered by your drawing 
you will be able to recreate it. 

8. By using the Text style' menu 
UP, DOWN, or LEFT options can 
be used to paste in the drawing 
upside down or sideways. 

C P Edwards 
Cole me, Wilts 




Easy Protext italics 



One of the few areas in which 
Protext is more awkward to use 
than LocoScript is the printer 
control codes: to get italic, for 
example, you have to press 
[ALTjX-l both to switch it on and off, 
making it easy to forget somewhere 
and make your entire document 
come out in italic. 

But there is a neat way round 
this. Assign to the letter I the 
phrase T24TIT246TT24TIT247T by 
typing at the Protext 'a>' prompt 

KEY I T24TlT246TT24TlT247T 

(To get the T symbol, type [EXTRA] 
and semicolon.) What this in tact 
does is to set up the 1 key so that 
when you press [EXTHA]+I Protext 
inserts an italic code, moves one 
word backwards and inserts 
another italic code, then moves a 
word forwards again In effect, it is 
putting italic on and off codes either 
side of the last word you have 
typed, leaving the cursor in the right 
place to carry on typing normally. If 
you put this command in a file 
called EXFILE on your Protext 
startup disc then it'll be done 
automatically for you whenever you 
start up. 

So, after typing a word, press 
[EXTRA]+I and the word will be 
italicised, and you don't have to 
worry about turning codes off. 
Obviously the same routine can be 
used for bold (substituting B for I in 
the key command) and underlining 
(U for I) etc. 

An alternative to assigning the 
phrases to letter keys, where you 
need to press [EXTRA] plus a key, 



is to use the function keys. 

In Protext, [(5] automatically 
returns the contents of phrase 
assigned to key W, and [f7] of 
phrase X. so by storing the above 
codes for italics under W rather 
than I, and bold under X rather than 
B, you can italicise or embolden a 
word by one key press, respectively 
[f5] or [f7] - even faster than 
LocoScript! 
Ian Goodhart 
Stan more, Middlesex 



Editing RPED 



Many people tike to redefine their 
function keys with a SETKEYS file 
to produce the commands they use 
regularly at a stroke. Unfortunately 
the text editor RPED uses the 
same function keys, so that if you 
run SETKEYS you cant then use 
RPED, as the f-keys are now 
redefined. 

However RPED can be made to 
use the 1, 2, and 3 keys instead. 

First make a listable copy of 
RPED as in this month's Desert 
Island Tipoff number 8. Load RPED 
and use EDIT to change line 13 so 
that: 

chrS(261 becomes "i" 
chrs(17) becomes "2" 
CHRS{19) becomes "3" 

Then change line 1 6 so that 
"f5" becomes "3" 
"f3" becomes "2" 
"fl" becomes "l" 

Save the new program as 
"RPED2" - it works exactly the 
same as RPED but using 1 , 2 and 
3 instead of the function keys. 
Richard Hood 
Chessington, Surrey 



Saving grace 



When typing in BASIC listings, or 
developing a program, many runs 
and re-runs are often necessary 
before all the typing and 
programming errors are fixed - and 
if you forget to save the corrected 
versions, it can be infuriating to 
have to type out the corrections 
again, A time-saving trick is to 
make the program automatically 
save itself so you don't have to 
remember to do it. Suppose the 
program you are working on is 
called SAMBAS, then make its first 
line read: 

1 SAVE "SAM.BAS 

or whatever the name of the 
program is. As you develop the 
program (or gradually weed out the 
bugs), every time the program is 
run, the latest version will be saved. 
You can edit out the line from the 
final version. 
J D Briggs 
Scawthorpe, Doncaster 
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LocoScript address book 



Dashing characters 



One method for storing frequently 
used addresses in LocoScript is to 
set up a special group named 
■Address' on your start-o) day disc 
and create a TEMPLATE.STD in 
that group. You should then type in 
your fist of names and addresses 
into this template lite with an 'end of 
page" indicator ([ALT]+[RETURN]) 
at the end of each address. 

The clever thing is that all 
TEMPLATE.STD files on your start- 
of-day disc are automatically 
copied onto the M drive each time 
LocoScript starts up. So, by having 
all your addresses in a 
TEMPLATE.STD the address file 
will always be available in Ihe M 
drive. Since the addresses are one 
to a page, they will have their own 
separate page numbers. For your 



own convenience you can keep an 
index on page 1 and print out a 
sheet with all the page numbers, 
then use the [PAGE] key or Go to 
page' command in LocoScript 2 to 
get to the one you want. 

To print an address on an 
envelope you can just select the 
TEMPLATE.STD from the 
Address' group in M drive. Press P 
for Print and select 'Print some 
pages' then choose the page 
number of the required address 
from the menu. Alternatively you 
can edit it, find the address, copy 
the address to a phrase, 'abandon 
edit', and then moving back to your 
document, just paste it in at the 
appropriate place. 
G L Warner 
Pluckley, Kent 



Bigger LocoScript headlines 



ff you think that LocoScript's 
maximum letter thickness of 
double 10-piteh bold isn't eye- 
catching enough for your 
LocoScripted newsletter 
headlines, you can go much 
further. 

The trick is to use zero line 
spacing to overprint the same bold 
headline two or more times on top 
of itsell. By putting a space of 
different pitch in front of each line, 
each line is slightly displaced from 
each other, resulting in a very thick 
bold effect. 

For example, 

(+Pitchl5) (+L50) 
(+Bold) (,+PitchlGDlTHE 



TITLE (RETURN] 
(+Pitchl7) (+PitehlOD)THE 
TITLE {-Bold) (-Pitch) (-LS) 
will print out the exciting headline 
THE TITLE' in 10 pitch double 
width 'superbold' type. 

If you want a superbold 
headline centred properly when 
using LocoScript's Centre 
command, you should put a 
matching extra space of 1 7-pitch at 
the end of each line. 

By displacing two non-bold 
headlines far apart you can get 
some other interesting effects too, 
like a stencilled or outline effect. 
Rose Bilany 
Bath 
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To show that anything LocoScript 
can do. Pretext can do loo. here's 
the equivalent to the making a long 
dash (as opposed to a hyphen) in 
LocoScript 1 , which was done by 
storing (+Pitch10D)-( -Pitch) as a 
phrase. 

The trick is to redefine one of 
the spare ASCII codes (say 186) to 
produce a single-width dash. You 
can then define a phrase (say 
[EXTRA]+D) to be two of these one 
after the other. 

First include the following two 
commands in your EXFILE file (so 



[RETURN] to save it as PCW.PTR, 
as the screen prompt suggests, to 
To return to PROTEXT choose 
option from the menu. Make sure 
than your modified PCW.PTR file is 
saved on your startup disc as well 
as the M drive, or you could lose 
your changes when you turn off. 

Though this sounds 
complicated, the result is simple - 
just press [EXTRAJ+D and your 
long dash appears It looks good or 
screen as well as on printout. 

The above system is for the 
8000 series dot matrix printer, of 
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that they are always executed 
whenever Protext starts): 
key d TieeTTieeT 

SYMBOL 186 255 
The SYMBOL command redefines 
the screen appearance of the 
character produced tor the ASCII 
code 186. However, you also have 
to alter the printer version of 
character 186, which you do with 
the SETPRINT utility: 

At Pretext's a> prompt, type 
SETPRINT, select option 4 for Set 
character translations', press [TAB], 
move the cursor over 1 86, press 
[ENTER], and type: 
27 76 12 16 16 16 16 16 16 
16 16 16 16 16 16 

(yes, twelve 16s!) 

Then press [STOP] twice to get 
back to the main menu and select 
option 7 to save the changes in 
your printer driver. Press 



course, but it is also possible to 
achieve the same effect with the 
9512. 

Use exactly the same KEY and 
SYMBOL commands, but when you 
come to the SETPRINT part set up 
character 1 86 to be 
27 68 95 27 85 

which does a haft- line space up, an 
underscore character, then a half- 
line space down again 
P J Hendricks 
London 



Page boy 



A quick way to force LocoScript to 
end a page at a certain point 
without going through the 'page' 
menus is to hit [ALT]+ [RETURN]. 
James Roskeli 
Poulton-le-Fylde. Lancashire 



DESERT ISLAND TIPOFFS 




You are marooned on a desert 
Island with your PCW. Some 
programming will help pass the 
time; you are allowed the BASIC 
manual and the complete works 
of Ian Sinclair - but what eight 
tips would you take with you? 
For recent BASIC converts, eight 
old favourites. 

1. Randomer number 

If you use a program with random 
numbers in, you will find to your 
dismay that the sequence of 
numbers produced by x=rnd ( 1 ) is 
always the same every time you 
run the program. However, by 
including the command randomize 
(peek (6540^ ) } before it you will 
seed the random number generator 
with a number from the seconds 
counter of the computer's clock, 
making your sequence one of sixty 
possibilities. They're still only 
pseudo-random numbers, but a tot 
less predictable! 

2. Renumbering lines 

When writing listings it is common 
practice to label each line as a 
multiple of ten, meaning if you have 
to insert a few lines later on then 
you can, by adding 3t to 36 
between 30 and 40, (or example. 
The only problem is that it looks 
untidy, and you would have no 



space to squeeze in an extra few 
lines between 33 and 34 say, so it's 
better to renumber ail the lines to 
multiples of ten again. 

Fortunately the simple 
command renum will do this for you 
in a split second, conveniently 
renumbering all the lines mentioned 
in GOTOs and GOSUBs correctly 
as well. By renumbering and saving 
constantly you will always have 
neatly numbered versions of your 
program on disc. 

3. Instant printing 

One of the most commonly used 
commands in BASIC is the PRINT 
command. To save yourself typing 
this out over and over again, there 
is in fact a standard abbreviation - 
a simple question mark. 

Whenever you type a ? in a 
command, BASIC understands that 
to mean 'PRINT, Try typing in the 
program line 10 ? "Hello",-. 
When you type LIST, you will see 
that BASIC has converted it to say 
10 PRINT "Hello"; 

4. Know your place 

Often in a listing it's nice to be able 
to position text on the screen where 
you want it without erasing anything 
already on there. You can do this 
as follows. Suppose you want to 
print something in the 34th column 





" 




: - ::i:::::::1;:::: :::S:::::::::f::::: 


.:; 1 


l 1 :. 1 4 5 


..,.s 


■•.... 1 . = 1 4 S 


, ,,s 


4 1 i 3 4 S... 


,.c 


• . ",.,.;. ...a. .. .3 ... .. *.. s 


...,6 


5 1, , I.. ... 3 4 S 


. ,,s 


?. .,! 3 3 4 S.. .. 


., 6 


S ! . ... : .. . 3 4 5...-, 


.. ,6 


3 I .3,, ,. 4 5.. .. 


6 


...1 (1 i»indo« »ith its top l*ft 5-... 

!1 1 JisikJ corner at row iw. 5 — 


....£ 


....$ 


\l t colsm 2», of height 6 5 

,1 (rcwi) 3>w width 30 (colsans) E 

11 • c 


..,.6 

,...S 

....6 

.6 


:1 1. | = ■ ■ ■ • 

IS 1 E 


16 ! 1 3 4 S 


i 


!7 . 1 1., . ...3 -4 5.. . 


6 


IS 1 . 2 5 ...4 5 


'.'.'M 


! a . 1 1 3 4 S... . 


....« 


M ] i 4 ' 


....£ 


i . .'.i... .'..'.," ' '. 4 .,;.,§ 


,£ 


I .-. .4 3 


'. ". '. 1 


\ 


! ! ......2 . ...3 4 5 

1 ! ... 2 3.. .4 S 

1 1 •■ 4 ,S .. 

: 1. ! 4 S 


'....I 

... R 

,.fi 

....6 


A 


HI HEflH mM mill 

dividing your screen into taxi windows the window in tie middle was created by Itie 


DJ 


command PRINT CHRS (21 1 +"X"+CHRS 1421 +CHHS ( 52] +CHRS (43) +CHR$ (61) .The 




output of all PRINT commands will be restricted 10 this area. 





and 19th row of the screen; first 
you need to add 32 to each figure 
(don't ask why!), getting 66 and 51 , 
Now the BASIC command 

PRINT CHRS (27)+"?" 
+CHRS(66)+CHR$(51); 
"Projected profit is "; 
will print Projected profit is' at 
column 34, row 19 as you wanted. 

If you have a lot of these 
commands in a program, you can 
save yourself some typing by 
defining a 'function' to do it for you. 
Put somewhere fairly early in your 
program - say line number 1 - the 
commands 

10 DEF FNat$(row!,column%) = 
CHR$ (27) +"Y"+CHR$ (32+row%) 
+CHR$ (32+eolumnl) 
and then at any subsequent time 
you can position the text where you 
want by commands such as 

PRINT FNatS (6, 3); "Projected 
loss is "; 

which in this case, prints the text in 
row 6 and column 3. 

5. Unprotecting files 

If you want to get at a "protected" 
file (one that says improper 
argument' when you try to list it and 
won't let you edit it. RPED for 
example) you can easiiy do so as 
follows. 

Load BASIC in the normal way 
(or type mew if already in BASIC) 
and save the (obviously empty) 
current program with save 
"dummy", a (the 'A' saves the listing 
in ASCII file format). Then jjdad 
"rped" or whatever your protected 
program is. Type merge "dummy" 
and then save "rped" (or another 
name if you want to keep the 
original). Because the file 
DUMMY.BAS was unprotected, the 
merging operation has made 
BASIC forget that RPED was itself 
protected, so you have just saved a 
new, unprotected but otherwise 
identical version of the program. 

You can now LIST it, LLIST it, 
edit it etc, to your heart's content. 



6. Creating text 
windows 

You can select a small area of 
screen and restrict all printing to 
that area with an 'escape code' 
command. This leaves all the text 
on the screen outside that area 
unaffected. A possible use for this 
is if you are writing a program 
where you want to print messages 
while it runs on a couple of lines of 
the screen while leaving the rest of 
the main display unchanged. 

To create a window with the top 
left hand corner at row r, column c, 



of height h tines and width w 
columns, give this command: 

PRINT CHR$(27)+"X" 
+CHR$ {r+32} +CHRS (c+32) 
+CHR$ f.h+31) +CHRS (w+31) 
From now on any PRINT 
commands will only use the window 
area, and any screen scrolling that 
goes on will only happen in that 
window too. This window will apply 
to ail printing until you define a new 
window. 

You can set up a 'function' as in 
tip 4: 

DEF FNwindowS ( row* , column%, 
height*, width%) =CHR$ (27) +"X" 
+CHRS (row%+32) +CHRS {column%+ 
32)+CHRS(heightU31) 
+CHRS(width%+31) 
and then you can set up a window 
any time with commands like 

PRINT FNwindowS (1,5, 3,7); 

which gives a window three lines 
deep by seven columns wide, the 
top-left corner being in row 1. 
column 5. (Remember that 
numbering starts from zero - the 
very top left of the screen is row 
zero, column zero). 

To get back to the ordinary full 
screen, the command would be 

PRINT FNwindowS (0,0,31,90); 
assuming you have set up the 
window function as described. 

7. Copy cat 

Often when writing a BASIC 
program you have a number of 
identical, or nearly identical, lines. 
You can effectively copy one line to 
another by using BASIC'S EDIT 
command Say you need a line 480 
which is identical to line 270. Just 
type edit 270, move the cursor 
back with the arrow keys, change 
the line number to 430, and press 
[RETURN]. You now have two 
identical lines numbered 270 and 
480. If 480 is to be slightly different, 
you can then edit it as normal (by 
edit 480) to its desired form. 

8. Short key cuts 

There are a number of handy key 
presses to remember in BASIC. 
The [f5] key will pause a program 
as it is being listed on screen, and 
[f3| resumes the listing. 

The 'cursor left' key copies the 
previous line. While editing a line, 
the [FIND] key jumps to the next 
occurrence of the next letter you 
type - eg. [FIND]-a jumps to the 
next letter 'a'. [FIND][FINO] is a 
quick way to get to the end of a 
line. 

[CUT][CUT| will cut everything 
between the cursor and the end of 
the line. 
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POOHWTNNPR 

THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswumer is a sophisucaied Pools 
pTediction ajd. It comes complete with the largest database 
available 22000 matches ovei ID years. 

• PREDICTS No* jusl SCOREDRAWS. bul AWAYS, HOMES 
and NO SCORES. 

• SUCCESSFUL SELEC oi^^fe that PoolEWiimer perfonns 
sigmtf icantly bertei than chance. 

• ADAPTABLE Probabilities are c/wen on every fixture - 
choose as many selections as you need for your bet. The 
precise prediction formula can be set by ihe user you can 
develop and test your own uiuque method. 

• SIMPLE DATA ENTRT All team names are ui the program. Simply type in the reference 
numbers tram the screen. Or use RXGEN to produce fixture list automat ically (see below). 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE All English and Scottish League teams are supported, 
and also ihe non-league sides often used on pools coupons. 

• PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data u* you have a printer. 
PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive} 
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„..j^ n __ a ■■ j j* AT LAST: No more struggling for hours to get the 
T Y|Jp W X IfH fix*"** Un into the computer FtXCEN has been 
lAwUll Vi/U programmed with all English and Scottish League 
Hbmires for 1987/B. Simply type in the dale, and the full fixture hsi is generated 
in seconds. Fully compatible with Poolswinnei. Yearly updates available. 
POOLS WINNER with FIX GEN £16.50 (for both) 




C0VRSEWINNER 



V3 



NOT JUST A TIPSTER 
PROGRAM. Coursewinner 
V3 can be used by experts 
THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM and occasional punters alike 

You can develop and test your own unique winning system by adjusting the 
analysts formula, of use the program in simple mode. Coursewinner V3 uses 
statistical analysis of major factors including past form, speed ratings, course 
statistics, prize money, weight, going, trainer and jockey form etc, etc. It 
outputs most likely winners, good long odds bets, forecasts, tncasis etc. The 
database includes vital course statistics for all British courses. You can update 
the database never goes out of date. FULL PRINTER SUPPORT. 

PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive) Lncludti Hal AND National Hunt 



AU PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOB AMSTRAD CFCs. AMSTRAD PCWs. PCI5IS.A all IBM 
Id] BBC*, All 5PECTRUMS, COMMODORE 6V 1 28. 

SuppLiad on lape (automatic conv«nrtti ie disc) - «sc8fH PCW and PC \ 5 1 2 (on disc - add tl.OD} 



GB 



Send CheoTJes/POs for return of post service to 



phone S4 hrs ^ >j- ■ \y ^ (t ■ , phone 24 his 

37 COUNCILLOR LANE, CHEADLE. CHESHIRE SK8 2HX, S 06 1-428 7425 




Accounts 

ON YOUR AMSTRAD 
PCW 8256 & PCW 8512 

Designed by a small business - 

for the small business ... 

SALES - PURCHASES - CASH BOOK - PETTY CASH 

Full range of printed reports and VAT extraction. 

So easy to use - you will be running in minutes !!! 

NO COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED 

NO HUGE MANUALS TO WADE THROUGH 

Full on screen instructions at all times. 

Reduce hours of accounts to just a few minutes ... 

Telephone: (0442) 66588 for further information or post a cheque: 

for r^nr MPG SOFTWARE, 49 Kingsland Rd, 

only ^"' ~<3 to: Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 





Create an Ha ih.e this uuith 

MeuJSdesK International and 

COMPLEMENT. 

CQKPLErlF-rlT is software WilflriH fry uM <mth ctfCtf ic StWfia's HeUSQESK [H T f fflfl T ] tfiAL, fesktOp PifliiShlrg arc! | 
tST SraoMca paEfcagpa. This edUdrt la using material trui the disc, brhtcti a yours for on5n„. 

' Uhofc da yau geE fur em money r Usll_ """ *- |C " - 

► Jt containa some neu Font? ^ncXKJi-ng Rrt Deco and Art Hguucwh end two new idess.^— Testyre Fonts (uihieti J 
act. lite type-in fills (or larger oat E array and Bo."dera (kite of snip-art that aaaeffble to make professional 
oorc^s for gour wgffs x adverts >■ 

Teatur* Ponta art large. 30v3£ pixel patterna that cm E* usuf to fill are#a with textures other than the 55 
Mailable In the DTP pachew, Tiwre are torse on the pise, Surfaces <0rtck, Stone. Tiles, Land, etc.), Cartography 
(Dunes., Harsh, Junto* Back. etc* and Patterns tfiahacdle. Drops. Cubic, Lkraw, etc, J with nun ror you to «K 

wots if (fMHti 

Tae tordexs canarsc of Corner) {if rt I rn|tt), Horizontals, verticals, ind.urrJuai Elwents and, ror the Art Deco 
and Art rtouueay kit*> various Eaos (aoain horizontal and vertical}, By «se*0lino,tW sectws of snip-art you can 
rapidly gi w your artwork or page an 'edo* ' above the rest. 

The tfsc also contains a Locncriot file of hints and tips, gained throotfi 
much use of the package., as mill aa clear instructiona on how to use the 
Tertwe Fonts and Borders, 

The diac <nwludlng fiecord*d De'llwry postage in WO is ootaifiab^ from 

Dragonply 
[Designs 

59, The ShruBlaws, Horsrord, 
Horiich J t^rrQlk.NBl03EL. 





WORD PROCESSING 



Loconuil II . 
Locospell II . 
Locoscript II 



28.95 

28.95 

„ 17.95 

Pretext ...„. 4S.95 

Pocket Protext 29.95 

Prospell 21.95 

Tasword ..,„.,„. , 1 7.95 

Tssspell 1 1.95 

Tisprint 8000 „ 1 1 .95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



The Desktop Publisher „ 2195 

Master Scan + Master Paint , , „ 67,95 

The Desktop Publisher Mouse S9.9S 

Newsdesk International .., ■.■■„■■■■■..,,■.„■.! 34,95 

Fleet Street Editor Plus , 47.95 

AMX Stop Press 37.95 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse .„„ 74.95 

AMX Stop Press 8 Software 64.95 

AMX Mouse & Interface only 37.95 



DATABASES 



Database Manager 21.95 

Masteriile 8000 37.95 

Carnbase „...„, , 35.95 

Cardbox „, 42.95 



Condor . 

Nucleus 
Plan It 



Datastore 
dBase II 



Dataflow 3/Maitflow 3 . 

Sage Magic Filer 

Sage Retrieve , ., 

Delta 



SPREADSHEETS 



69.95 
74.95 
17.95 
29.95 
77.95 
37.95 
50.95 
50.95 
69.95 



Supercalc II . 
Scratch Pad . 



AMSTRAD PCW 
SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Camsoft 

Integrated Accounts , ..,.,„„.,„, , 109.95 

Integrated Sales „ 69.95 

Modules - each >.,..,.„„.„„.., 36.95 

Compact 

Accou r>ts „ 1 44.95 

Payroll 74.95 

Financial Report ., 38.95 

Other Modules -each „ 53.95 

Sage 

Super Combo 149.95 

Accountant Plus 1 04.95 

Popular Combo ...,„.. , 104.95 

Popular Accounts , 73.95 

Invoicing ....„.„, 52-95 

Payroll 52.95 

If you don't see it - ASK! 



IMPORTANT 

When comparing prices 

please remember that 

ALL OUR PRICES 

INCLUDE 
VAT & CARRIAGE 



EDUCATIONAL 



All School Software Titles 12.95 

Better Spelling (Age 9 - Adult) 

Magic Maths „ (Age 4-8) 

Maths Mania ........,.,....,„.„ , (Age 8- 12) 

Physics! , (Age 12- 16) 

Better Maths I , (Age 12-16) 

Biology I (Age 12-16) 

Chemistry I , , (Age 12-16) 



ENTERTAINMENT 



Fairlight , 1 1 ,95 

Starglider (8.95 

Pawn , 17.95 

Batman 1 1.95 

Strike Force Harrier , , 14.95 

Sorcerer „ 1 9.95 

Hitch Hikers Guide 18.95 

Enchanter 18.95 

Deadline 1 8.95 

Ballyhoo , 18.95 

Tomahawk 1 4.95 

Distractions 14.95 

Brian Clugh's F/Ball Fortunes 1195 

Moon m ist 1 8.95 

Leather Godesses of Phobos ., , 18,95 

3-D Clock Chess , „, I3.9S 

Bridge Player 2000 13.95 



COMMUNICATIONS 



35.95 
43.95 



Diafup , 67.9S 

Sage Chit-Chat E Mail , 53.95 

with Modem , 159.95 

Sage Chit-Chat Vtewoata ,„..„....,.„....,.......,....., 53.95 

with Modem 159,95 

Sage Chit-Chat Combo 74.95 

with Modem .,.,..., 199.95 



E3 



COPY COMM SOFTWARE 

FREEPOST, Cupar, Fife KY 1 5 4BR 

TELEPHONE (0334) S6309 (24 hour - 7 days) TELEX - 76284 FAX (0334) 56306 




A FREE TEXT DATABASE FOR THE PCW 



Transform Your Taxtfilra Into a Vatuabla 
Databaaa of Praa Text Information 



FT-DB b a unique program that raade textfito 
>na" placet marked Kay Phruet into a oamprahai 



with your favourite Wttrcfcroonsor 
disk index ol aM file*. Than you... 



* Search tha inde*. A Kay Phrase can appear in two alphabetic location*, 

* View any indexed textfib al ths entry — on screen or print it. 
1 Export pari of a file lor inclusion in another document 

* List the oomptoe index to printer — cataloguing tha entire diak, 

* Move between index and text at wM. 

Simple and aftectlv*^ S000 Phx 

'Works at lightning speed'... Amstrad Professional Computing 

FT=DB coata C29.95 dlract from Encyclasofl, 4 Haytialds Grova, 
Audfem, Crawa CW3 OLB — or call 0270 B1 1 868 tor a tad sheet. 

You nwd never be loot for word at 



CADMASTER 



THE ULTIMATE GRAPHICS PACK 

SUPERB GRAPHICS SOFTWARE 

PLUS 

A QUALITY LIGHT PEN 

Discover the exciling world of creating your own graphics on screen 
AT LAST IT'S HERE 

TROJAN'S CADMASTER PACK FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW 




II foi all PCW OWJ1BJ 



— this pack includes all (hat is requited tor use al a very reasonable price 
LOOK AT THE OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 



^LvWiA FESTIVE TEMDISC ^*a* 

Double sided CHRISTMAS Edition including 1888 Calendar, Diary, bordered 

labels etc. Instant Templates, formal and social letterheads, family tree, 

invoices, Hotel Menu, shipping, vertical lined lists etc. 

Reviewers describe TempDisc as "Excellent ...ingenious ... instructive ... 
clever." 

£14.95 

PLEASE STATE FOR LOCOSCRIPT "1" OR "2" 
"2" Includes these Christmas Characters 

mi & 14 ;fls *; <S> *2 JS» 

School & TeacherAdminTempdisc £16.95 
Send for Ml product list 

THURSTON BROWN ASSOCIATES 

FREEPOST 

EXMOUTH DEVON EX8 2YZ 



r'.' 7 Lin* ihJtkntiHj. 



« Draw LINES. 

Bonded Lixi*jr, fltjyii. 
Boa. Triouylr. Circlm, 
Oiipj*, CuJm. ftinr, 

ir TEXT. 

6J ti**l Plata OF Inwu 

TJJU itlTDEICjil 90 . 180* H 

270" 

trCOPY. 
61 tiivk Kmoi tiimipiuj iji 
X □. T di!»cljQn ><r w birth 
4lT*e4MrUl Pin in ■■■ Iowanv 
CnpiM ran h* produced 

5G Hpamt* till patl«m* 

rj'ji lh* lnv«[i« Jot: *.ir-i - 
12 in all Vop* may al*a 
pt*doc» Tout own. fc* 
•In. CADkAST£fi T - 

FJJ ii "r Md«*#d DT4H n 
riKillor how ramplai. thv 



ZOHH 

Zmidi mt*ci«d Qr*g ie X4 . 

KE KB ni X12 

TnuQiulicalioei Orsgvwl tIM 
jm-.io> 14 ih-Ciwu rj| bujllom 
>lt dE inHn whil* y«J »dH 
lha "Zixim " unao* 



-ERASE 
EiDia to* km slam dua-MB. 

SctMfi Con d*a b* rl«T»d 

tt> GlHIl « fllDfll lit Q 



"GRID. 
Draw a Grid al aity nc* on 
ICEMflL Gnd llmi can b* 

DMW*d on KT*Mi Ic 

T*quir*d wtdllu m 
baruLaolal ni viThcail Oiid 

■nan. fee djOW tfl ctAf al Kb* 



k) FREEHAND DRAW 

Draw FrtthijiKl. on IQH1 
M.u tJtaphuei ajed >m1 an 
il-twhi tsibh kh 



ir I. I i r-l ■■;;:-. |«| -■- ;| vit 
IpMd In 1 ui'. lypa d wai 



•ic*p1 lea Ifuil LJipiU All 



CufnplvlalY ccinlrcplJod bj 
Lighitptjrq iuf on th* *tt»k 



OJVLF 

£29.95 



I iii-ifi *n- ihi *\ui\* ■ 



HonECdltD] 01 Vtl'laiTjl 

NotHKll. « SmaU pnnl-aul 
Full at Port ScT««r5 - any 

Pan Scf *tn «w b> 
ttpiodjcvd to nnj pari o| 
tn* papwr In th* prtdtt 



1111° 

irn.<>«= 






^^ 



Thi* powerful PROGRAM + a QUALJTY LIGHT PEN and an INSTRUCTION 
BOOKLET 8 in one reasonably priced package. 

Easy to use by all age* for creating colourful pictures or technical drawings. 
Full back-up service from the manufacturers. 



TROJAN 



TfOjan Products, 166, Deilwyn. Dunvanl, Swansea SA2 7PF. Tel: (0792) 205491 




ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 

HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED (8000) 

23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG 



Continuous Stationery 



Dust Covers 

CPC 6128 2pce Set = £7.501 

PCW 8256/8512 3pce set 

= £8.95 
PCW 9512 3pce Set = £9.95 1 



Strong water- resistant, 

anti-static nylon 

CJrey with Royal Blue piping 



11 "60 GSM Micro-Perf all edges 

lruert-* » prev or white) 

(coloured -Cream. Blue, grey «> 
Labels 3.5" x 13" (1 across) 

Sels 4.0^ X 1-5; (1 across 
1 abels 4.0" x 1.5* (2 across) 
Labels 2.75" x 13" (3 across) 



250 

£5.25 
£7.25 



500 

£4,95 
£8.75 
£13.50 

£2.95 
£3.25 
£3.75 
2,75 



1000 

£8.95 

£14.94 

£25.50 

4.95 
£5.50 
£6.50 
£4.50 



2000 
£14.95 



9.50 
£10.50 
11.95 
£8.50 



70 5 -£«.95, 10 = £24.95 

AMSOFT3"d 1S ksl = £2.70,^„, 



Rfobons 



NOEXTRASTO PAY 




Credit Card 

Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 



PCW 8512/8256 Black 

NEW PCW 85 12/8256 Carbon 

PCW 8512/8256 Colours 

PCW 9512 Black 

*NEW PCW 9512 Colours 

DMP 4000 Black 

DMP 2000/3000 Black 

•NEW DMP 2000/3000 Colours 

* Colours Available are:- 
Red, Blue, Green, Brown, 
Orange, Purple. 



£3.95 
£5.50 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£6.95 
£2.95 
£3.95 
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These pages provide a guide to the best software around 
for the Amstrad PCW. Published in three monthly parts, 
this time it's the turn of Spreadsheets. Games and 
Graphics. We've tested every piece of software we could, 
to give you enough information to decide which program 
is the one tor you. Except where indicated, all programs 
should run on both 6000s and the 9512. 



The selection isn t comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we think is the best of that 
currently available. As well as a brief summary of what 
they do. there are the main Plus and Minus points for each 
program - Pluses have a D by them. Minuses a . Those 
we think are particularly noteworthy have a corner flash - 
have fun window shopping! 



SPREADSHEETS 



If a database replaces an address book, then a 
spreadsheet replaces the back of an old 
envelope. It is really an electronic piece of paper 
which allows you to jot down numbers, juggle 
them around and analyse the cost benefits of a 
situation. Vital for businesses, spreadsheets can 
be useful to home users too: if you want a bank 
loan you will find that showing your bank 
manager a spreadsheet printout of your living 
expenses answers a lot of questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid of rows and 
columns. This grid forms a screenful of cells 
identified by their column and row numbers, e.g. 
A3, K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page easier to 
read, or a formula telling the spreadsheet to 
work out a number using values from elsewhere. 
The power of spreadsheets is in this last 
category, formulae. You can make a cell's value 
depend on the value of cells above it, or to the 
left of it. and this value is then automatically 
updated if you make any changes to the other 
cells. 

So how do you choose between the various 
spreadsheets? One difference is sheet size. i.e. 
the number of cells you are allowed to work with. 
You'll need a few hundred for home use, and 
1 000 or more for business use. Another area is 
the range of formulae that you can use - all 
spreadsheets allow simple column and row 
totalling, but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with ail software, 
think very carefully what you will need before 
choosing. 



Scratchpad Plus 

E59.99 • Caxlon -01-2519494 



if you want a traditional spreadsheet. Scratchpad Plus has 
most of the features you could want and more. Using "virtual 
memory' means you can have a huge data area, and the 
screen can be divided tnto windows to view different parts at the 
same time. Many of the commands dear a remarkable similarity 
to the big business spreadsheet Lotus 1-2-3. 
PLUSES i MINUSES 

Virtual memory means you can have large spreadsheets 

Multiple windows mean you can see all the parts you want ai 

once 

Good control over formatting 

Vast range ot calculations possible 
R Documentation sorely needs an index 
* Screen prompts are cryptic, you need the manual to hand 
$ No provision lor automatic execution from files 
I No graphical output facilities 



Cracker 2 t^-hih' w "~i-p 

£49.00 ■ Software Tech Newstar • 0277 220573 



A spreadsheet designed with advanced calculating power firmly 
in mind, including statistical functions. The screen layout is 
totally defined by the user, and ceH value calculations can 
almost be (tit programs, e,g DO., WHILE. It might prove too 
complex if all you want is simple spreadsheet operations. The 
screen messages are very helpful though. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

Can cope with very complex lomnulae 

■ Flexible screen format defined by The user 

I On-screen prompts are very clear 
Graphs/charts can be automatically produced 

# Documentation is large, but obscure and contusing 

* You've got to do a lot ol work just to get started 
» Very complex for quick, simple applications 

» Needs some programming skills to get the most out of n 
s Free workspace is on the small side (1 7K) although memory 
is used efficiently 



SuperCalc 2 

£49.95 ■ Arnsoft Sorcim • 091-567 3395 



The best selling spreadsheet, officially endorsed by Amstrad. 
SuperCalc 2 is broadly simitar to Scratchpad Plus, and at least 
as effective, but it has a smaller workspace and ts less flexible 
about the allowed spreadsheet dimensions. One big bonus is 
that you can store sequences of commands in files for repetitive 
calculations. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

Excellent manual - sections for beginners and experts. 

Sequences of commands can be stored and later run 

"Data Interchanger" allows you to transfer spreadsheet data 

to other applications 

Comprehensive range of calculation functions available 

Screen can be split into 2 windows 
* Spreadsheet is limned by memory size 
m No graphical output facilities 



First Cafe 

£29.95 • Minerva Systems ■ 0392 37756 



Touted as a quick and simple to use program far the beginner. 
this is nevertheless quite a powerful spreadsheet with a targe 
capacity, the ability to replicate formulae, export etc. Realty it's 
not vastly more user-friendly than the rest but a good value 
package afi the same. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A lot of program lor the money 

Good tutorials with demo files 

Simple to use but reasonably sophisticated 
* Not much easier to use than more powerful packages 



Rotate 

£24.95 ■ Proteus Computing • 01-748 2302 



Rotate is a simple utility program to print Out text tiles rotated 
through 90 degrees on the paper. This gives you mora columns 
per page which wilt be needed (or some programs, like large 
spreadsheets. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

Simple menu -driven program does |usi what ii says 

Choice of four print fonts, which can be used to print 

unrotated files too 
* The quality is nothing like NLQ (e.g. the ordinary "high 

quality" print opiion) 
m Only prints piam text, no subscripts, underlining etc. 
h No specific support for non- Amstrad printers 



74 8000 PLUS 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



SPREADSHEETS • GRAPHICS 



Job Estimating • Product Costing 

£19.95 each ■ Comix Software • 0462 682989 



Serb these programs aim to provide help to small businesses 
by keeping track of costs. You break down the job/product you 
&$ doing into small unils and specify the cost of each basic 
component The programs then analyse your profit margins ana 
tin produce printed quotes to convince customers you are 
svpett value. 
PLUSES « MINUSES 

1 Well written manual aimed ai businessmen not programmers 
: Simple and robust to use 

: Changes in material cost instantly reflected in all Quotes 
: Job Estimating page headers make a neat way of doing on- 
the-spot quotes 

* Gan'i add new components to a description after rt has been 
setup 

h Cost of one component can't be dependent on another 

* Inflexible design of printed quotes might be inconvenient 
» Generally only suited to smallish businesses 



Landscape 

£19,95 ■ Systembuild • Q778 344388 



Tte is a utility to print out ASCII tiles rotated on Ihe printer 

page, so as to make lull use of the extra page width. It provides 

page dimensions ot up 10 255x96 characters, in a fairly 

condensed typeface. Runs as a BASIC program. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

■:. Readable, condensed draft quality typeface 

C! Simple and etfeciive to use 

K it's an undesirable hassle to have to run ihe program from 

BASIC 
■ It's simple, but really needs more than its 200 words ol 

documentation. 



Pocket CalcStar |^J££y 

£39.95 ■ Davis Rubin Associates - 0386 841181 



A tarty traditional spreadsheet but with a few surprising 
features, tt's not particularly targe or fast, but is attractively 
priced and has at! the basic functions. Can form pad of an 
integrated system with the other Pocket products A safe buy 
for the first- time user, and the documentation is up to the usual 
high MicroPro standards. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
I ] Good range of mathematical calculation functions. 

□ Good documentation - sections lor beginners and reference. 

□ You can preset a course ol cells to visit, lor form filling. 

U Can be integrated with other Pocket products, eg ReportStar 
# Screen size is very small - at most 15 spreadsheet rows, 

and normally only 10. 
a Mo auto- recalculate facility 



Multiplan 

£69.99 ■ Microsoft NewStar • 0277 220573 



A well established package with ail the features you would 
expect ot a reasonable spreadsheet — it just lacks that 
something extra that recommends some of the newer ones. No 
support tor command reading from files, or for "virtual memory". 
Adequate, but there are better for the money. And the manual 
can kill at twenty paces! 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

□ Functions easily entered by menu selection 

□ Full range of featu res and fu notions 

] On-screen help text is available as you go 
::; Sheets can be interlinked and data transferred between them 
as You need a computer science degree to read ihe manual 
& Ho support for automatic execution 
k Workspace is limited by CP/M memory space 
m Printer output a bit cumbersome 



Video Digitiser 

£99,95 • Electric Studio • 0462 420222 



A black box which plugs onto the expansion pod at the back of 
the PCW. into which you put a video camera or video recorder, 
it will then 'digitise' the picture it receives and display tt on tfte 
screen. You can tine tune the thresholds for ideal contrast, and 
print it out to the PCW printer. Pictures can be saved and 
edited with the Electric Studio light pen or mouse. Nice, but 
expensive by the time you've bought a Sight pen/mouse too. 
PLUSES* MINUSES 
I ] Automatically picks a good contrast level for the display 

□ Can store pictures for the Light Pen or Mouse to work on 
later 

□ Simple to set up 

D Range of different operating styles for high quality 
D Can print out on a full A4 page 

* Can't lake simple TV signals - video only 

* Manual doesnl tell you how to manually tune the thresholds 



VIDI PCW 

£99.95 ■ Rombo Productions • 0506 39046 



A very similar package to Ihe Etectho Studio digitiser: not much 

to choose between the two so it depends on the other packages 

you have as to which is one to buy. Rombo's worts with the 

Fleet Street Editor. Electric Studios with Newsdesk 

International. Can make small changes to your digitised picture 

pixel by pixel, though its fiddly, and can insed text in a variety 

ol tools and sizes. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

I I Text can be inserted from within the program 

G 16 levels ot shading 

u Can print images to screen in defined order and time apart - 

great tor presentations 
□ Facility tor pixel by pixel changes 
s Unhelpful manual 



GRAPHICS 



You can use a graphics package to create and 
store diagrams and drawings on disc, to be 
amended, adjusted or printed out at will. There 
are three main types of graphics package: art, 
technical drawing and graph plotting programs. 
In art packages the emphasis is on designs and 
pictures, with freehand drawing facilities, a 
selection of pretty text fonts and a variety of 
patterns to fill areas with. Technical drawing 
packages concentrate on shapes, such as 
squares and polygons, lines and labels. Finally 
graph plotters will take your data and turn them 
into bar charts, pie charts and so on. 9512 
owners will have to buy a dot matrix printer to do 
all this, of course. 



DR Draw 

£49.95 ■ Digital Research ■ 0635 35304 



This is a drawing utility, which allows you to compose designs 

trom circles, polygons, tines and a wide variety of shadings and 

styles of text, tt's very cumbersome to use unless you also 

have a light pen or a mouse, and overall not very fnendty. Not 

really to be recommended unless you're ready for some hard 

work. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

i: When pushed, it can produce very neai diagrams, even on 

Ihe standard PCW printer 
□ Good, professional manual (although no mention ol Amstrad 

specifics) 
* You need CP/M expertise to gel it installed and going 
» Painfully slow screen handling 
x Difficult to use by keyboard alone - you must buy a lightpen 

or mouse 



DR Graph 

£49.95 > Digital Research • 0635 35304 



A rather specialised package, specifically tor presenting 
complex data in graph form. Can produce tine graphs, bar 
Chans, piecharts, scatter plots, text, and compositions of any 
mvture of these. Very flexible, and easily operated by menus, 
but rsalty needs a graph plotter to do it justice. 



PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

P Can read data from certain spreadsheets (e.g.SuperCaJc) 

i i Extensive annotation and text placing as possible 

1 i Good manual [although no mention of Amstrad specifics) 

I I Supports a colour graph plotter as an output device 

s You need CP;M expertise to gel it installed and going 

s There is no way of Joining points by a smoothed curve 



Master Paint 

£19.95 • Database Software- 0525 878888. 



A WIMP environment graphics package { windows, icons , 

menus, and pointer} which will run with Kempston, AMX or 

Electric Studio mice. Usual facilities for drawing curved or 

striahgt fines, polygons, boxes, circles and ellipses, and a host 

of 'fill' patters. 'Undo' function and eraser facility, plus the ability 

to zoom in on a pan" of the picture and make pixel-by pixel 

changes. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

a WIMP environment makes it easy to use 

U Zoom Function lets you fine-tune your pictures 

n Good range of effects 

li Undo and erase facilities 

ss Text fonts are boring 

■ Can't move large blocks with the copy function 



Art with Lightpen or Mouse |22£2rll 
£79.95 or £129.95 • Electric Studio * 0462 420222 



Ostensibly you are buying a piece of hardware — a light pen, or 
a mouse, thai can be used with many PCW graphics programs, 
like OR Draw. In practice, its main use is with the software that 
comes with it, a very good picture drawing package Vou can 
freehand draw, get airbrush effects, create polygons and 
circles, and move blocks ot pixels Great tun. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
i Light pen hardware is a simple module that slots onto the 

back of the PCW 
Q You can draw by freehand pen control or with cursor keys for 

accuracy 
ci Menu selections are easy to understand 
a Full range of functions for area filling, shading and spraying 
□ Blocks ot pixels can be moved and copied 
& You would need to Know your way around CP M to use the 

lightpen itselt with other graphics programs 
;s Items on the screen are purely pixels, not distinct elements 

like in DR Draw or Microdraft 
* No positioning ot items by numeric co-ordinates for accuracy. 



Master Scan 

£69.95 • Database Software- 0525 878888. 



A device which dps on to your printer head and scans pictures, 

sending the digitised result to disc You can then use the 

pictures in desktop publications or in other graphics packages, 

such as Master Paint Great lor newlsetter production but the 

claims tor Master Scan as a low-cost lax machine are rather 

grandiose - the quality ot scanned text is poor Onl:y works wilt) 

ihe 8000 series printers, so no good tor 9512 owners. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

1 1 Simple method ol getting good digitised graphics 

O Suitable for all desktop publishing programs 

a Contrast control uselul 

s Quality of scanned text is bad - no good tor lanes 

» Problems wuh illustrations containing lois of grey 



Graphics Operating System 

£69.95 • Mirrorsoft • 01-377 4645 



This is a library of machine code routines for programmers to 

use. It is essentially the guts behind Fleet Street Editor Plus. 

and provides you with a set of routines to draw menus, read a 

mouse, fill areas and so on. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

G Good range ol general purpose graphics functions 

u Routines can be called form most programing languages 

□ Functions to drive mice and menus are provided 

n 'Fill' command can be undone 

Q Consistently designed and documented calling mechanisms 

& Manual is weak on tutorial content 

& Only leaves you wiih t7k of workspace in BASIC 

s Fiir command is slow 

& Lots of PEEKS and FOKEs make it tongwinded 

& Priced for company programmers not home users 



Graphics and Everything 

£19.95 - CP Software ■ 099382 3463 



Great for 
hackers! 



The full title ts All you ever wanteo to Know aooui grapnrcs. me 

universe and everything on PCW 8256/8512 ... but were afraid 

to ask. ' Phew. A wide range of little programs to do graphic 

things on the PCW tike smooth scrolling, defining windows. 

moving sprites around. The programs are written in assembler, 

with the source code provided if you want to see how to 

program them tor yourself. Great for programmers. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

u WKte range ol useful functions 

I J Code can be used from BASIC, machine code, or any 

language 
□ The assembler source code is supplied 
( 3 Inexpensive 
g Good manual 

s A bit to-rig-winded lo use from BASIC 
$ No way of loading just ihe routines you want 



8000 PLUS 75 



Irentwood Office 



UPPLIES 

Stationery Printing Photocopy/ Fan Services Computer Products 
t£ 9A HIGH STREET, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM1 d 4SA 

TEL: (OS77) 384099 ^BT 



HARDWARE 

PCW8256 £343.85 

PCW8512 458.85 

NEW PCW 9512 573,85 

PC 1512 Computers P.OA 

PC 1640 Computers P.OA. 

(£20 SOFTWARE of MAINTENANCE 

ALLOWANCE MTH ABOVE COMPUTERS) 

ON-SITE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS 

PCW 8256 4140 

PCW 8512 51.75 

PCW 9512 .....56.35 

PCW SOFTWARE 

NEW Locoscript 2 19.95 

NEW Locospell 2 3995 

Fleet Street Editor 65.00 

Supercalc 2 45.00 

Locomail/ Locospell 1 35.00 

Pretext 72. 50 

dBase II 94.50 

Sage Popular Accounts 97.50 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus . . 147.50 

Cash Trader t Analyser 147.50 

Newsdesk International 48,50 

Cardbox 53,50 

DR Graph 47.50 

DRDraw 47.50 

Tasword 8000 24.50 

TasprimBOOO 14.75 

Tas Sign 28.50 

Super Writer 48,50 

Magic Filer 67.50 

Database Manager (At last) 27.50 



3D Clock Chess 13.95 

Colossus Chess 1 3,95 

Bridge Player 1 6.95 

Trivial Pursuit 18.50 

Air Combat Emulator 18.95 

Colossus Bridge 4.0 1 5.50 

Fairlight2 14.50 

Living Daylights 14.50 

Very Big Cave Adventure 14,50 

Scrabble DeLux 24.50 

Leaderboard , 1 9,50 

Sea Stalker .....22.50 

Strike Force Harrier 19.50 

Star Glider 23,50 

Steve Davis Snooker 14.50 

PCW Business & Games list available on 

request, (Please write enclosing S-A.E) 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - 

ALL ATDiSCOam PRICES 



SUNDRIES 

PCW 8256 1 Metre Ribbons 4.75 

PCW 8256 2 Metre Ribbons 6.25 

PCW 8256 Rim Ribbons 6.75 

PCW Joystick Interface 1 3.95 

Amstrad RS232 Interface 65.00 

PCW 8256 Printer Ext. Lead 1 0.95 

PCW 8256 Dust Covers 9.95 

PCW 951 2 Dust Covers 12.50 

AMX Mouse/Art 66.50 

AMX Mouse/Stop Press 76,50 

Mouse Mat 4.95 

Electric Studio Light Pen 75.00 

Amstrad CF2 Discs (per 10) . , 27,50 



We also stock:- Listing Paper: (Micro Pert) 60 gsm 1 1 x 9 , fe/70. 80 5 90 gsm A4, 

Computer Printer Labels and General Stationery AS at competitive prices. 
Personal callers ■ Please telephone for availability. Access and Visa accepted. 

Postage & Packing: Computers: P.OA. All other priced items£l 
Pnces inclusive o( VAT. Offers end 3 1 st JANUARY i 988 



GOODE SOFTWARE PRESENTS 

* * QUASAR II * * 

THE STATISTICAL PACKAGE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW RANGE 

This package is fully integrated with the Amstrad printer and allows the user to 
choose draft, condensed or high quality output. 

1 . DATA EDITOR (Uses full screen editor or line editor) 

2. ALPHABETIC/NUMERIC SORTER (ascending or descending order) 

3. REGRESSION ANALYSIS (up to 10 way). Ordinary Least Squares or 
instrumental Variables with andwilhout an intercept. Twelve diagnostic 
statistics are also calculated. 

4. MATRIX ARITHMETIC. Inversion, subtraction, addition, multiplication 
ff asportation, eigenvalues (up to order 10) 

5. UNEAR PROGRAMMING and TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMMING. 

6. PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER ANY PERIOD, CROSS 
TABULATION (6 way). 

7 DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS (ISdiffefent) and PERCENTILES 

8. FREQUENCY TABLES, HISTOGRAMS, SCATTERGRAMS (Hi-res) 
AMD BAR CHARTS 

9. CORRELATION, MOMENT AND COVAR I ANCE MATRICES (up to 
orderS). 

10. STATISTICAL TESTS parametrio/nonparamelic (22 different) Analysis of 

variance one and two way. t test. Chi-squared test, Kruskal-Wallis test Mann- 

Whitney test, Runs test, sign test, Median test, Friedman test Wald- 

Wollowitz test. 

Homogeneity of variance test, Trend test, Kolmogorov-Smtmov tests 

Distribution fitting (binominal, Poisson and Norma!) 

Correlation (Pearson, Spearman, Kendall. Simple). 
1 1 MATHEMATICAL UTILITIES. Solution of simultaneous equations and 

Ouatraric equation solver. 
1 2.DATA TRANSFORMATIONS Single and Double file (1 B different) 
13.SPECIAL UTILITIES (Backup, Merge. Insert, delete and Create) 
1 4. FOR EC AST Six forecast equations and 4 extrapolation methods. Fully 

comprehensive 70 page manual with worked examples. 

QUASAR is used by numerous Bribsh Universities. Colleges and Hospitals 
for research, as wail as by people in Spain, Portugal, Sweden Malta 
Nigeria. Netherlands and Holland. 

Putting Your Amstrad lo work July 1 9B7. 'It is invaluable for those 
who are interes ted in or need to use sta tistical packages. " 

STOP PRESS Amstrad PC ft IBM compatible computers. New product 
Polaris now available giving all options of Quasar II Ring tor details. 

Ideal for Scientific Analysis, Education, Management or Business 

Studies etc. £22.95 (all inclusive) Cheques P.Ola 

GOODE SOFTWARE, Dept 8P1, 22 Uandough St, Cathays 



CARDIFF. SOUTH WALES, CF2 4AW 



Tel 0222 42443 



MONEY FROM YOUR AMSTRAD 



Got a PCW! Or just thinking of buying one? Either way you can't go 
wrong, the PCW is the perfect small business computer. Did you realize, 
though, just how many ways there are of making money with one? I don't 
mean running your own business, but carrying out simple tasks for other 
people. Tasks which are well paid. 

Experienced user or beginner, we can show you how to make real money. 
full or part time, providing straightforward computer services. No 
programming, no hard selling, no hassling, and you operate at home. 
Companies spend more every year on computer sevices. Don't miss your 
oportunity in this exciting and growing field! 

Write or phone for tree details of this complete business plan 
specifically for the Amstrad PCW owner. 

POINT ONE PUBLISHING 

BOX 30, ST BEES, CUMBRIA CA27 0BN 

Tel: 0946 822 242 



MIXC 

SUPERPACK: COMPILER + EDITOR + ASM ♦ EXAMPLES 



COMPILER 29.95 

EOrTOR 19.95 

MIX ASM S.95 

EXAMPLES 8.95 

49.95 




NEW 



EASIGRAPH GSX graphics library 



9.95 



"Now you can take advantage of the powerful graphics capability of your PCW 

with our new MIX C G S X graphics i n terface. E AS IG RA PH is si mple to use and is 

provided with C source code which makes it an ideal learning aid for she 

beginner. 

Prices include postage + VAT 

ANALYTICAL ENGINES LTD 

PO BOX 35, EASTLEIGH HAMPSHIRE SOS 5WU 
TEL: (0703) 262099 



ANOTHER CARD INDEX FILE? 

DO YOU NEED A RELIABLE AND EASY TO USE CARD INDEX SYSTEM? 
- for only £24,95 - 

REPETITIVE DA TA TO ENTER' C-FILE lets you save and paste-m over 1 00 standard phrase* (each up 
to 70 characters) with each file. 

NEED TO UPDATE YOU ft RECORDS! 1M and exchange' will run through the file arid do the job in one 
£0. (either automatically, or confirm each exchange). 

WANT TO PRI NT SELECTIVE LISTS? C-FILE can Hit from-to ■key. 1 : it can check up to 10 items for 
'greater or leu than' or 'equal or not equal to': you can we 'find' ami just list records containing a certain 
word or phrase Or you can use a combination of the aoove. taking up to three different fields into 

account. 

C-FIL£ aHows date manipulation: automatic totalling of numeric information; alphabetisation (up to 3 1 
characters) from keys in any field: automatic or manual selection from anywhere in fields: and much more. 

CFILE uses a simple menu driven operating lyttem; it comes with comprehensive instructions and 
example files There h even a program to produce your own disc labels. And FREE postal support Is 
always available. 

Wnre or phone for fwrtner cfetaifs, or send a cneoue to: 

CS Software (E I) ■ 4 Trevanna Road • Kingsbrldge • Devon • TQ7 I ET 
Phone Kingsbridge (0548) 6394 



Terrific Utilities for the Amstrad PCWs 
from BRADWAY SOFTWARE 



Lena Head Plus (PCW8256,8512) E1 7S0 

Create business & personal stationary, letterheads, labels, posters, etc. using powerful on- 
screen graphics and over 10 different character foms. Select the required ouipui format & 
prim all the copies you need 1 

LsPrfnt (PCWa256,oS12) £t950 

Print LoooScripi l documents on any daisywheel. maintaining ALL Locoscript fealures. 

More powerful ihan loeosenpt 2. 

WorrJFlrtder (PC W8256,oV951 2 CPCS1 2S PC 1 51 2 B BC) £1350 

At last — rescue lor itie crossword £ word game enthusiast! Instant access to 24000 
unique words (not derivatives), names & anagrams. Add /our own words to the dictionary. 

For further details please send for a lull catalogue. To order, please add 50p UK and 
Europe. £2. 00 worldwide airmail P& P per program. 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P) 
33 CONALAN AVENUE, SHEFFIELD, S17 4PG 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GRAPHICS • GAMES 



Great fun! 



ExBasic 

£11.45 ■ Nabitchi Computing ■ 051-708 8775 



A utility program which augments Mallard BASIC'S commands, 
allowing you to use quite sophisticated graphics functions. You 
can draw or erase Unas, circles Of OOts, save and toad 
$Cf$$nfut$ of data, pause, beep ...ait with commands tike 
PRINT U ,DRAW. "J00;2QQ;. - no machine code or POKBs! 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

All lunchons done by simple BASIC PRINT staternemts 
Mo machine code knowledge needed 

I Good range of simple drawing commands available 
P Can save and load images once you've got them right 

: Very cheap! 
» Not quits last enough lor proper animations/games programs 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

Elements can be positioned very accurately 

Good, comprehensive manual (but refers to CPC keyboard') 

Supports ouiput on proper graphic plotters 
I Mistakes very difficult to undo 
« Rotation facilities weak, and you cant rotate text at alf 
1 Menu structure can be very involved 
s Printing any format other than A4 landscape' is impossible 



Distractions 

£19,95 • Design Design ■ 8000s only 



Good value! 



For specialists! 



Uicrodraft 

£79.95 • Timatic Systems Ltd -0329 236727 



This package is essentially an efectronic drafting board. Lines. 
circles, polygons, tent and so on can be accurately placed on a 
page, and (hen scaled and rotated en masse. Overall a 
powerful package, comprehensively designed. A tot of higgles 
though, tike not being able to rotate text, not being able to undo 
mistakes at ail easily, and hassle with print formats. 



Grafpad with Powercad 

£149.50 • Graf sales • 0923 43942 



A system allowing both treehand and technical design via a 
special pen. This works from a 'digitising tablet' which takes 
over the functions ol the keyboard and fits into the expansion 
port at the back of the PCW. Wide range of teatores including 
object move, ability to define symbols tor future use end 
sophisticated zoom feature for fine adjustments. Its potential is 
enormous though at the price may be limited to specialist 
drawing office applications. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

Combines besi ol freehand and technical drawing facilities 
n Zoom feature allows drawing in of Sine details 
ij Accurate 

i. i Sophisticated, professional package 
« Expensive - nol really meant for the private user 



Three futuristic arcade -type 
games in one combine to 
form a basic but good 
value disc. Available from 
2, South Block. Riverside 
Way. Sawbridgewenh. 



GRAPHICS ■■■■* 

ADDICT1VENESS I ■ ■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■ ■ ■ 
VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



Fairlight 

£14.95 • The Edge (01-831 1801) • All PCWs 



Fine 3-D graphic adventure 
with simitar screen display 
to Batman, You explore a 
castle prison, battle with 
numerous enemies and 
solve puzzles. 



GRAPHICS ■■»■ 

ADDICTIVENESS ■ ■ ■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■ ■ ■ ■ | 
VALUE VERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ I 



Sinister but fun! 



The Fourth Protocol 

£15.99 • Ariolasoft (01-386 3411) ■ All PCWs 



GAMES 



An icon-driven adventure 
that works superbly well- 
Stop the Russians from 
setting oft a nuclear device 

in the UK. Three excellent 
games on the one disc. 



ATMOSPHEHE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUE VERDICT 



IMS 
IMS 
■ ■ 



The entertainment software available divides 
into two main categories: 

"Adventures" are the most common on the 
PCW, These are games controlled by typed 
keyboard commands The programs describe a 
scenario and you, the player have to respond by 
typing things like: gef snwdor po//srr orb with 
velvet cloth. They vary greatly in their ability to 
recognise and respond to your instructions, and 
at best seem unbelievably intelligent. Some 
include pictures of the various game locations, 
but these play little part in actual game- play. 
We rate these by Atmosphere, Interaction, 
Challenge and Value. 

In "Arcade games", an animated character is 
moved onscreen by direct keyboard (or joystick) 
control. You press a key for 'Left' and the 
character goes left or shoots something. We 
rate these by Graphics, Addictiveness, Lasting 
Appeal and Value. 



Brian Clough's Football Fortunes 
£17.95 • CDS (0302 21134) ■ All PCWs 



A cross between Monopoly 

and Football Manager, q a aphics 

combining board and PCW. ADDICTIVENESS 

Go tor league and Cup LASTING APPEAL 

success - but keep the VALUE VERDICT 
bank manager happy too* 



18$$ 
I ■ ■ 
!■■« 



Gnome Ranger 

£14.95 • Level 9 (0344 487S97) • All PCWs 



Idiosyncratic but enjoyable 
game where you tallow the 
intrepid gnome Ingrid 
Bottomlow through 
a fairy tale landscape full 
of compelling puzzles. 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUE VERDICT 



I 

I s 

III 

IB 



Bridge Player 2000 

€19.95 • CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 1 1 Graham Gooch's Test Cricket 

£1 9.95 ■ Audiogenic (0734 303663) • All PCWs 



A few of the bids it makes 
seem a little strange, but 
as bridge programs on 
computers go this is pretty 
good. Claims nol tc cheat, 
even though it deals! 



GRAPHICS 
ADOICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



!■■■ 

last 
i ■ ■ 

IBSbs; 



A good cricket match 
simulation with animated 
graphics. You cen select 
your own teams, control 
the speed of bowling and 
striking. For cricket fans. 



GRAPHICS ■ I 

ADDICTIVENESS ■ I 
LASTING APPEAL ■ I 
VALUE VERDICT ■ I 



■ ■ 
■ 

■ :i 



Batman 

£14.95 • Ocean (061-832 6633) • 8000s only 



Great fun 



3-D animated graphics as 
you guide Batman around 
Gotham City, looking for 
hidden pads ol the 
Satcratt. Good range of 
hazards, and even a rune' 



3D Clock Chess 

£15.95 ■ CP Software {099382 3463) • All PCWs I Guardian and Blagger 

■ £14.95 ■ Alligata (0742 755796) ■ 8000s only 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



The 30 refers to a three 

dimensional display of a 
chess clock on the screen. 
Pretty, but a bit of a 
gimmick. You can set 
time limits for moves. 



GRAPHICS ■■■! 

ADDICTIVENESS ■■■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■■■! 
VALUE VERDICT ■■■: 



A two-game package giving 
the lighter side of game 
playing. Blagger is a 
platform burglar game, 
while Guardian is a 
classic space shoor-'em-up. 



GRAPHICS IIIII 

ADDICT IVENESS ■■■<<« 

LASTING APPEAL list! 

VALUE VERDICT ■■■::- 



Blackstar 

£14.95 ■ CRL (01-533 2918) • All PCWs 



Sophisticated 



Colossus Chess 4.0 i ■ Q Md f Tr , ieves 

£15.93 • CDS Software (0302 21134) ■ All PCWs 1 1 ^ , MnbM ,„,.„„ mg) , A|| pcWs 



A traditional tent adventure 
with targe playing area. 
You explore Castle 
Blackstar and its 
mysterious caverns 
m search of a power orb. 



ATMOSPHERE ■■■■ 

INTERACTION ■■&$& 

CHALLENGE ■ ■ ■ ■ 

VALUE VERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ . 



i' - j "-"" ' 

Full ot bounce! 



A very strong chess game 
which manages to use the 
time which you spend 
thinking to plan its strategy. 
Bags of features, including 
blindfold games. 



Bounder 

£13.95 • Gremlin (0742 753423) ■ 8000s only 



GRAPHICS ■ ■ ■ » t 

ADDICTIVENESS ■■■!::<::: 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ 

VALUE VERDICT ■■■»:£ 



Great graphics! 



To join the select Guild of 
Thieves in Kerovnta, you 
first have to show your 
worth by fleecing an island 
of all its treasures. An 
excellent adventure! 



ATMOSPHERE ■■! 

INTERACTION ■■! 

CHALLENGE ■■■ 

VALUE VERDICT ■■! 



■ 
■ v 



Cyrus II Chess 

£15.95 ■ Amsoft [091-567 3395) • All PCWs 



Superlative! 



Head Over Heels 

£14.95 ■ Ocean (061-832 6633) ■ 8000s only 



A graphics bouncing-ball 
game. You have to direct 
the ball over a treacherous 
network of squares & 
Hexagons. Persevere - 
or use the cheat mode' 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



Chess game with a 
stunningly detailed 3-0 
display. The play is quite 
strong, with several handy 
features like allowing you 
to lake back a move. 



GRAPHICS ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ 
VALUEVERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ : 



A superlative, compulsive 
3D arcade adventure where 
you control either Head or 
Heels, Escape Irom Castle 
Blacktoofh and tree the 
Empire's enslaved planets. 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



8000 PLUS 77 




THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GAMES 



Heathrow ATC'Southern Belle 
£16.95 -Hewson- All PCWs 



Ftealislic simulations - one 
as Ins Traffic Controller of 
trie airport, the other on the 
footplate ol a steam train. 
From 56b Milton Trading 
Estate, Abingdon, Oxford 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



I 

* si 



Lurking Horror 

£24,95 • Activision [01-431 11012992) • All PCWs 



Something nasty ts lurking 

down in the bowels olthe ATMOSPHERE ■ ■ ■ ■ 

George Edwards Institute INTERACTION ■ ■ ■ ■ 

ol Teohnoiogy - find it before CHALLENGE ■ ■ ■ 

it finds you> Another high VALUEVERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ 
standard game from Infocom. 



Steve Davis Snooker 

£14.95 ■ CDS (0302 21134)- All PCWs 



Surprisingly realistic 
simulation of both pool 
and snooker games Allows 
lor spin, side, strength of 
shot. Good value, despite 
all the balls being greens! 



GRAPHICS lll«I 

ADDICTIVE NESS ■■■»» 
LASTING APPEAL ■■■ 
VALUE VERDICT ■■■»« 



Hilarious! Superb! 



Hitch-Hikers' Guide 

£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101 2992) ■ All PCWs 



In many people's minds, the 

best adventure program ever ATMOSPHERE 

written.. Based on Douglas \ NT E R ACT 1 M 

Adams ' series, it ts tngemous, CH AL LEN G E 

hilarious and mind-boggling, VALUE VERDICT 
A musV 



Hollywood Hijinx 

£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 



A good skit on Hollywood 
and its conventions. Find 
ten treasures hidden in 
Aunt Hildegarde's beautiful 
mansion Might not suit 
the British palate. 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



Leaderboard JS3E3SM\ 

£19.99 • US Gold (021-356 3388) • Withdrawn 



A good golf simulation - 
your shots can be affected 
by the wind and the slope 
and the screen shows 
your view of the hale from 
where the ball has landed. 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



Leather Goddesses of Phobos rifiil'fifj 

£24.95 ■ Activision {01 -431 1101 2992) ■ All PCWs 



Lascivious, licentious and 
lewd - definitely not lor 
feminists! An excellent 
adventure game, spooling 
both sci-ti and Soho With 
3D scratch 'n 'sniff card! 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUEVERDICT 



Hobbit'S Hobby} 



Lord of the Rings 

£19.95 • Melbourne Ho, (01-377 8411) ■ All PCWs 



Excellent adaptation ol the 
Tolkien classic. You take 
the rote of Frodo or one of 
his group, and rove through 
Middle Earth meeting 
batrogs. ores, wargs and alt. 



ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ 

INTERACTION ■ ■ ■ ■ * 

CHALLENGE ■ ■ ■ ■ 

VALUE VERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 




78 8000 PLUS 



Moonmist 

£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101 2992) ■ All PCWs 



An American Tourist's 
dream, set in a genuine 
haunted castle in 
Cornwall. A game which 
is strong on atmosphere 
and immensely playable 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUEVERDICT 



■ ■■IS 



Sophisticated! 



The Pawn 

£24.95 ■ Rainbird (01-240 8838) "• All PCWs 



An excellent adventure 

with 30 supert) screen ATMOSPHERE 

illustrations, zany characters INTERACTION 

and a host of baffling CHALLENGE 

putties. Sure to keep VALUE VERDICT 
you entranced tor hours. 



Plays a mean game 



Scrabble 

£19.95 • Virgin Leisure (01-727 8070) ■ 8000s only 



Excellent impiementation 

of the famous game, 1 GRAPHICS II 

to 4 people can play She ADD ICTI VENE S5 ■ I 

computer, which knows LASTING APPEAL ■ I 

a fair few obscure words VALUE VERDICT ■ I 
Good graphical display. 



Silicon Dreams 

£19.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 



A trilogy of intriguing 
adventure games. You are 
secret agent Kim Kimbeney 
saving Snowball 9 from 
almost certain doom 1 
With a humorous novella. 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUE VERDICT 



!■■■ 

!■■■« 



■ ■■■ : 



Sorceror 

£24.95 i Activision (01-431 1101 2992) ■ All PCWs 



Enter the world of 

necromancy and sorcery 
courtesy of infocom. You 
have to find out the correct 
spells which wilt locate 
Belboz, your missing master. 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUE VERDICT 



Multi-faceted! 



Starglider 

£24.95 ■ Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 



A sophisticated srtoot- 
em-up with 30 vector 
graphics and a dose at 
strategy too. Your task is 
to save Novenia, helped by 
a complex playing guide. 



GRAPHICS 
ADDICTIVENESS 
LASTING APPEAL 
VALUE VERDICT 



Stationfall 

£24.95 ■ Activision (01 431 1101 2992) ■ All PCWs 



Sequel to Ptanetfaii. You 
explore a space statton 
with your chums Floyd and 
the philosophical robot Plato. 
A great sci-fi adventure, a 
mix of S001 and Star Trek! 



ATMOSPHERE ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

INTERACTION ■ • ■ ■ 

CHALLENGE ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

VALUE VERDICT ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 



Strike Force Harrier 

£19.95 ■ Mirrorsoft. (01-377 4645) • All PCWs 



A combat simulation of a 
Hawker Harrier, designed 
in conjunction with British 
Aerospace. Highly detailed, 
and you'll need a few 
hours with the manual. 



GRAPHICS ■ ■ ■ ■ I 

ADDICTIVENESS ■ ■ ■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■■■»:: 
VALUE VERDICT ■ ■ ■ m « 



Action arui adventure 



Tau Ceti 

£19.95 • CRL (01-533 2918) • All PCWs 



A superb game 
combining graphics, 
adventure, brainpower 
and shoot- em-up. 
Your task is to sabotage 
Tau Ceti Ill's main reactor. 



GRAPHICS ■■■■;> 

ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■■ 

VALUEVERDICT ■■■■■ 



[Dynamic! 



Tomahawk 

£1 9.95 • Digital Int. (0276 684959) • 8000s only 



A sophisticated Apache 
helicopter flight simulator. 
Impressive cockpit view 
graphics as you engage in 
combat missions ■ can be 
used with a joystick too. 



B 



GRAPHICS ■ 

ADDICTIVENESS ■ ■ ■ 
LASTING APPEAL ■ ■ ■ ■ 
VALUEVERDICT ■■■■ 



Trivial Pursuit 

£19,95 • Domark (01-947 5624) ■ 8000s only 



A computer version of 
the yuppie board game, 
new questions, good 
graphics and even tunes' 
Even so, you might 
prefer the board version. 



GRAPHICS ■■■■■ 

ADDICTIVENESS ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■£$&$ 

VALUE VERDICT ft ■ ■ ■ 



Very Big Cave Adventure MMilMi 
£14.95 • CRL (01-533 2918) ■ All PCWs 



An adventure spoof with 
plenty of corny jokes, 
like the credulous bull 
who guards a gully - 
the Cully Bull. Nice break 
from serious adventuring. 



ATMOSPHERE 
INTERACTION 
CHALLENGE 
VALUE VERDICT 



■ ■ ■ 

■ ■■■ : 

>■■ ■ 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues with WORD 
PROCESSORS, (inc. spell checkers and mail 
mergers) DESKTOP PUBLISHERS, 
UTILITIES and ACCOUNTS; PAYROLLS The 
month alter will cover DATABASES. 
EDUCATIONAL and PROGRAMMING 
software, and after that it's back to this 
month's topics. 

We intend to keep publishing the three 
parts of the guide in rotation, updating it each 
month to include all new products. If you 
would like to see other sections ot the guide, 
back issues of 8000 Plus are available from 
our Somerton address at £1 .75 each. 

Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant errors or omissions, please let us 
know. We want to maintain it as the 
authoritative guide to PCW software. 



Have a go at PCW programming with: 



FREEC 



a public domain floating point smalt C compiler lor ths Aimtrad PCW range for Just D4.00. 
(PC oompatbte and CPC versions available too}. 

We abo have: 
INTEGER C — oflera many more C faclMlee at the ex perms of floating poN nurrtwi 
FORTH-S1 — full Implementation 
PASCAL — The JHT version ol Pascal 

COBOL — the popular business programming language • Mrong on file handling 
XUSP — symbolic language lor At programming 
PISTOL— an experimental language based on Ideas taken from Forth 
BE — supertj machine code debugger — run-time monitor, assembler, disassembler 
EXPORT 86 — Our own Export System Builder reviewed In 8000* December 87 

and many more public domain programs for PC We. all at E4.0Q each. Send an IBp stamp 

tot our catalogues. Wapubksh catalogues for Amstrad CPCa anil PCs as wet as PCWs so 

phase state which machine you have. 

POSTAGE — phase add 50p tot the first disk and top pee disk thereafter. 



PROSPEC Shareware, 
PO Box 28, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1PH 



PROFESSIONAL BUILDERS 
ESTIMATING SYSTEM 

Automatically calculates neat printouts of costs, 
material quantities, and times. Incredibly easy to use. 
Superfast intelligent input routines save hours of 
estimating time. Specially designed for the smaller firm. 
No data to install — ready to go. 



For factsheet and 
sample printout ring 
(0387) 88612 Tony Moseley or 
(0387) 54547 John Donnelly 
Any time 



PCW Version 



I ©©IFIWiaEIg 




ROBOTICS * PLANT MONITEEBING CONTROL * 
SECURITY DATA LOGGING * CENTRAL HEATING ' ETC 



Whether you are an industrial engineer, eledronics hobbyist, student or home user, this 
Parallel I'O Interface enatates all AMSTRAD PCW users to develop microprocessor control 
applications An excellent educational tool. Ibis hardware is very easy ro program in 
MALLARD BASIC and a number ol other Languages The 32 VO lines provided can be 
futher enhanced by a range of add-on modules Ready 10 use — fits onto PCWs expansion 
connector. 30 page manual and a disc containing sample programs are included 



PARALLEL I/O INTERFACE £55.95 



I'O Test Module 

8 channel A to D Module 



£39.95 

£39.95 



Breakout Module 
O to A Modulo 



El 3.95 
E29.95 



{ 10% reduction on module prices it purchased with Interface} 

All prices include postage and packing 
SAE/phone for more details — Send cheque/PO with order to:- 



SM ENGINEERING 

Telephone 0323-768262 



'St Georges' Lion Hill Stone Cross 
Pevensey East Sussex BN245ED 




FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING 

Trial Offer: £1 per ribbon 

Post used cassette(s) with payment to: 

ALADDINK (Dept 80), 4 Hurkur Crescent, 

Eyemouth, Berwickshire, TD14 BAP 

Tel: 08907 50965 



FREE SOFTWARE WITH EVERY COMPUTER 



rciSI2dr^t)iacfc«¥thl2"mtirxi™ritci+iuSGoidaam«+W6«it»Bl(f IM58.S5 

rciSi2^discdri™»thajlcumcr>[gr*<USGoldjsmss + Mtei|}itrfly EW1.3S 

PC 1W 4^6 diKSiivewltil? mono mo**,-* US OsM ganes - Midget Aciiy ES73.S5 

PCI SI 2 doubto disc drive wilh cdour monitor + *US GoM WK + Mdjel Abily E74&.35 
n Mb Mntol be Ha cr Card lOJmaoed ana Wad to tie above compulas only £375. 00 «ti 

PCW «l222dsc base wad proceseciwii Dw^esl pint* + iim abbot* £573.35 

PCW J2S6 <Hc based wcri d processor** monitor ax) priiSBr + i tee ribtant £34195 

PCW 5256 wlhmefnaygpjrjoe and second fee drive lied + 1 seertoa* £45*55 

CFC 464 astern based repute with peefltaeeri 17 gnu** fe^ £199.95 

CFC 464 astern based K«ifjut9wilhc^soeen1 7 r^e^ CW.9S 

CPC 61S8 disc based compuler wih o-een saeai 6 ganest jccysii* p** ties £199.95 
CPC 61 25 disc based comouur wlh colour screen 6 games + |cya* pack tee £599.95 

BMP 8000 over 1 CO typeface comUnalons hduoirwNLCJ * our ntaon r»t* kit tee £1 59.00 

CMP 3160 wl operate *ifi Amstrad PC « any IBM PC * our rfcbon lennk kit free £229 85 

QMP4Offll5 - canlaae2OOchreaalt-NLQsp^50chr$p*seco^ E401.3S 

103500 24 phdotmalflx prints + 4 rfctans free £401.35 

PRICE ON APPLICATION FOR PCI 640 



NEW LOW PRICE 

MAXELL AM SO FT 3' DISCS 
IC C'2 3' disc suitable fa 1 61 said 

drive only £24 .95 
5CF2 3' cicc suitable lot lets 2nd 

drive ortv£1 3.50 



CONTINUOUS PAPER AND DISC LABELS 
2000shee»i1ii9.560gm £14.96 1 000 address labtfel aoross csoo 



!KKJ*eeBiii9.S.«ogm £1736 

2000*eeBA4-7<>gni £21.95 

1000tfeeIsA4-70offl £11.95 

tOOOaieeWA4.aggm £14 95 



500 address labels 1 across £4.95 

tODsendad dec labels £1.86 

100 loppy dec labels £3.00 

100 cassette labels £3.00 



1 K5C STORAGE BOXES 

AMS 20L hddt 20 1 3* dtus * tales tl 2.95 
D0 1 00L tntds 1 00 1 51 V decs £10.96 

AMS 20. holds 40 < 31/2 - discs E12.96 
103*aparedi5etoK6s P.50 



PCW STARTER PACK 

1 CF2 3' discs — 1 AMS 201 storage bw 

— 2000 sheen paper 1 PCW ribbon — 1 00 70 1 70 

itsc labels - 1 maWuM Uriah f4° 05 



PCW GAMES 
DETAIL OF GOODS 
Academy 
A.maisol Rcme 
Brian Dough Fcocbal 
Ctfisss Chess 4 
C*xs« Bridge 
S Gooeh Test Crldul 
Mud out Heets 
HltANkets Glide 
Hotn.«idHi 
Leademoad 
Leafcr Goddess 
Piaierial 
Soabbte 
Sorcerer 
Sut aider 



SWAFE 

HOUSE 

CRL 

PSS 

CDS 

CDS 

CDS 

Audiogenic 

Ocean 

tifocom 



US Odd 

hrewm 
tifccom 



P. ftP 
19.95 
19,95 
17.95 
1595 
15.95 
1996 
14.95 
24.99 
2499 
19.99 
24.99 
24.99 



Rahbrd 

Sbvo Davis Snookedsc CDS 
SI le Face Harrier Meorsoft 

loiuhant Dioital ht 

T.-ivijl Genie Edit Domarfc 

Wisntnngw 



Leisure Genius 19.95 
24.99 
24.95 
14.96 
19.95 
19.96 
1936 
2439 



0UB imUTIES 

f*** AMX Mctee wih Desktep Program 

1 7.96 AMX Mouse *ih Desktop Pubisha 

1 7.96 Ma9« Scan Pack wist paint 

16.16 DeskTop Pubtsher 

14.36 CPS8256 Par/Set Mertace 

14.36 

17.96 

13.46 

22.49 

22.49 

17.99 

22.49 

22.49 

17.96 

22.49 

22.46 

13.46 

17.96 

17.96 

17.96 

22.49 



Locosoiptll 
MaacnTer 
ktassrfle B000 

ESS 

Tasatit 
Tas-Slo/i 
Tasspel 
Tas*od80C0 

Tampjsc 



Two finger Touch Typiig 

ACE program * Joyiick » Interface 
Qaphres the universe 6 Evetytiing 





OUR 


RBP 


PUCE 


7995 


71,35 


7996 


7135 


79S5 


71.95 


2935 


2695 


67ES 


61.06 


3995 


35.95 


3995 


35.95 


1935 


17.95 


6995 


62.95 


4936 


44.95 


639 


5.30 


2435 


2246 


1495 


13.45 


2936 


26.95 


1650 


14.65 


2495 


2295 


1135 


10.75 


430 


3.97 


2435 


22.45 


2935 


26.95 


1935 


1736 



Send for our catalogue ct over three thousand tiths for Amstrad CPC— PCW— PC, 

Commodore, Spectrum. AtanVAtari $T, BBC, MSX, Electron Apple Senas2—Af)ph 

Macintosh computers all at discount prices. 

Aft prices inckjde VAT post & packing UK only. Export orders welcome. 
Comtofl Appokttsd Amstrad Business Computer Dealer 
Coldstream Computer Centre, 48 Duke St, Coldstream, Berwickshire TTJ1 2 4LF 
Sftan open Man/Sal 9.X-11.00 t.00-i.nTei'W0297924lirt a osrserviciiiiri0e902SSt 




THE BBD 
DUST COVER 
COLLECTION 



•DUST- 
COVERS 



Tailored in nylon fabric that has been treated with an anti-static 
inhibitor. Attractively finished with contrasting piping. 

Can be washed and ironed. 



PCW 8256/ 85 1 2 £ll.95 



3 piece set in soft grey. Monitor and printer piped in green. 
AMSTRAD PCW hot foil printed on keyboard. 



PC 1 512/ 1640 



£9.00 



2 piece set in ivory coloured nylon. Monitor piped in maroon. 

AMSTRAD PC hot foil printed on keyboard cover. 

Please state whether colour, or mono screen. 



PCW 95 1 2 



£13,95 



3 piece set in ivory. Monitor and printer piped in red. 
Amstrad PCW hot foil printed on keyboard cover. 



PRINTER COVERS TO MATCH 



A range of covers for over 200 printers to match any of the above 

covers e.g. Amstrad 2000, 3000, 3 1 60 and 4000, Brother, Canon. 

Citizen, Epson, Mannesmann. Star, Ricoh, Smith-Corona, etc. 

Prices from £5.00 

Please make cheques payable to: 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Standish Centre, Cross Street 
Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ 
Telephone: 0257 422968 Ex t.32 
Fax: 0257 423909 WTW : 

DEA LER ENQUIRIES WEI COME i *"*" * 

Available in ihe Southern Hcnwphcrelrom TECH-SOfT. 324 Stirling Highway 
Clare moni (,010. Weil Ausiral.a Tel I OT I 385 I BBS 



ACCESS VISA 
HOTLINE 



n 0458 7401 1 



ORDER FORM No. 16 



Use this form to order either a subscription 
or special offers by ticking the items you 
require. All special offer goods are sent by 
1st class post, normally within five days of 
receipt of order. But please allow 28 days 
in case of temporary shortages 

Name 



Address 



Post code 



□ SUBSCRIPTION £17.95 

(Inc free gift pacts ) 

If you are an existing subscriber wishing to 
extend your subscription, please tick here: J 

LIBOOO PLUS GIFT PACK £8.95 

(Existing subscribers only) 

□ THINGI (left of screen) £5.95 
UTHINGI (right of screen) £5.95 

... Pkt(s) DISK LABELS £1 .00 ea 

(Enter number required) 

□ DUST COVERS 8256/8512 £10.95 

□ DUST COVERS 9512 £1 1 .95 

□ BINDER £4.95 

Q 3 HIGHLIGHTER PENS £1.50 

J SCRABBLE £12.95 

J BASIC MANUAL (+ pens) £9.95 

TOP SIX GAMES 
LITHE PAWN £19.95 
"J HEAD OVER HEELS £9.95 

□ HITCHHIKERS £19.95 
LI STATIONFALL £19.95 
LI LEADERBOARD £19.95 

□ STARGLIDER £19.95 



BACK ISSUES 

J Issue 5 £1 .50 
D Issues £1.50 
LI Issue 10 £1.75 
LI Issue 12 £1.75 
□ Issue 1 A £1.75 



J issue 7 £1 .50 
LI Issue 9 £1.75 
LI Issue 11 £1.75 
Q Issue 13 £1.75 




COMPUTER 
SCRABBLE 

Only £12.95- save E7!» 

■ Anyone who enjoys playing with words will 
find it hard to resist this superb version of the 
classic word-game. 

■ Scrabble on the PCW, supplied by Leisure 
Genius, presents you with a unique challenge: Can 
you beat your word processor at word processing? 

■ Be warned. The program, backed up by a huge built- 
in dictionary, plays a very mean game, ft knows all the 
rules and will use every trick in the book to build up mind- 
boggling scores. 

■ The full Scrabble board is displayed on the screen with all 
the squares in their usual places. More than one player can I 
on the computer simultaneously, and you can set the program's 
level from super-fast to super-smart. There are other options, 
including the facility to see the computer trying out various words. 

■ The program also checks your words against its dictionary and will query any it doesn't 
recognise - but yes. you can overrule it. Much friendlier than a human opponent in that regard. 

■ It's just as well, because you'll need all the help you can get if you're to beat the machine, 

■ A fantastic program at an amazing bargain price 



PAYMENT DETAILS 
Value of total order 

(min order £2.00) 




Payment is by (please circle) 
Cheque ■ PO * Access * Visa 

Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 
Your credit card number is 



Expiry date 



Send this form plus payment to 

SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 PLUS 

SOMERTON • SOMERSET - TA1 1 7PY 

(valid until Jan 31st. 1988) 



8000 PLUS 
BACK ISSUES 

We have limited quantities of the back issues listed below. 
The prices include a nominal 25p postage. All issues 
contain excellent TipOff sections and a selection of BASIC 
listings, plus the other regulars. Don't miss the chance to 
expand your collection. 

Issues 1-4. SOLD OUTI 

Issue 5. £1 .50 Printer survey, Reviews of Pretext, Trivial Pursuit, Strike 
Force Harrier. Business letters layout. SETSIO and DEVICE 
commands explained. 
Issue 6 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 7 £1 .50 Spreadsheets special. LocoScript troubleshooting. 
Reviews of Cavalier accounts, Persona) Tax Planner, Stockmarke! 
packages. Adrian Mole. 

Issue 8 £1.50 LocoScript 2 in depth review. Comms packages 
compared. AMX Desktop reviewed, plus Stargltder, Southern Belle, 
Steve Davis Snooker, File Manager. 
Issue 9 £1 .75 Free packet of disc labels. Fleet St Editor Plus. 
Expanding your memory. Using LocoMail. CPM's SID utility. Reviews 
of Head Over Heels, home finance programs. Accounts made easy. 
Issue 10 £1 .75 Graphics packages compared. £10 database. 
More on LocoMail. LocoScript templates. Hotshot reviewed. 
Teach yourself Logo. 
Issue 11 £1.75 How to recover lost disc data. Installing a 
second drive. The SUBMIT command. Reviews of 
Desktop Publisher, Red Boxes, Leaderboard. 
Issue 12 £1.75 Databases compared. Using 
Jetsam. Getting into LocoScript 2. Index to first 12 
ssues. Reviews of Arnor's C, Bridge programs. 
Issue 13 £1.75 Linking to portables. PIP 
revealed. Genealogy software. Protext and 
Hitch-hiker's tips. Anagram accounts. 
Datastore. Fleet Street Editor fonts. 
Issue 14 £1,75 Full review of the 
PCW 951 2. Connecting to a 
synthesizer. LocoScript 2 
wallchart. Reviews of 
Pools winner, low-cost 
business software, 
battery backups. 



OFFICIAL 
BASIC MANUAL 

Only £9.95 -with 

FREE pack of highlighter pens! 

Your PCW syslem disc includes Mallard BASIC, the excellent 
version of the programming language BASIC written by 
Locomotive Software, The only trouble is there's no proper 
documentation for it with the machine (unless you were a very 
early purchaser of the 8256). 

But now you can develop your programming ability with the aid 
of the latest version of the official Locomotive manual, an 
excellent, well- presented book running to over 400 pages. 

It covers all commands available in Mallard BASIC in full detail, 
backed up with numerous examples and sample listings. Any 
differences relevant to the different PCW modeis are pointed out 
in the text. The new version also includes a much expanded 
tutorial section intended to teach BASIC programming tram 
scratch. There is also full coverage given to the GSX graphics 
commands and the Jetsam file storage system. 



If you want to use 
your PCW for more 
than just word- 
processing, this book 
can open the door. 

Oh, and because 
there will be numerous 
bits you'll want to return 
to quickly, we're 
throwing in a free set of 
8000 Plus highlighter 
pens so that you can 
mark key passages! An 
excellent buy. 





GAMES SPECIAL 

Save £5 on each of the year's Top Six PCW 
entertainment programs! 



■ HEAD OVER HEELS 

The incredibly-animated program from 
Ocean in which you control TWO 
separate characters, using their different 
abilities to solve some mind-bending 
puzzles. Huge playing area and 
probably the best graphics on the PCW. 
Plus totally absorbing gameplay. 
Only £9.95! (RRP £14.95) 



HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 

The hilarious adventure from Infocom 

based on the Douglas Adams book. 

Combines ingenious puzzles with the 

wackiest humour of any computer 

game. Solve it inside two months and 

you're a genius. 

Only E19.95! (RRP £24.95) 



■ STATIONFALL 

Another outstanding Infocom game from 
Steve Meretzky, co-author of Hitch- 
hiker's. You have to rescue a space 
station from impending doom. Excellent 
atmosphere, great humour. The superb 
packaging includes detailed game maps. 
Only £19.95! (RRPE24.95) 



■ LEADERBOARD 

This is the famous golfing simulation 

which brings the challenge of a round 

of championship golf onto your 

computer. Numerous variables have 

to be taken into account as you plan 

each shot. Excellent graphics add to 

the atmosphere. 

Only £14.95! (RRP £19.99) 



— ' 






■ THE PAWN 

Rainbird's graphic adventure 

game set in a mysterious kingdom 

of ice towers, golden palaces and 

dangerous forests. The game 

combines gorgeous pictures with 

effective text descriptions and 

strong character interaction. 

Only £19.95! (RRP £24.95) 




■ STARGLIDER 

Don't like adventures? How about a 
shoot-'em-up? The famous Starglider 
from Rainbird features fast 3D 
graphics, plenty of excitement and a 
strong strategy element. The price 
includes a mini-novel to set the scene! 
Only £19.95! (RRP £24.95) 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just fill in the order form on the left of this page. Or use our 
Access Visa hotline on 0456 7401 1 . 





MAGAZINE BINDERS 

Store up to 12 issues for just £4.95 

8000 Pius, we humbly suggest, is a magazine worth collecting. Our 
sturdy, custom-built binders provide the best way of keeping your copies 
tidy, in good condition and instantly available. Each one is designed to 
hold 1 2 copies of8000 Pius and preserve them for posterity - and easy 
future reference. 

Individual magazines are held in place by one of 12 wires. And the 
binders look good too. They're coloured a rich green with the magazine 
logo printed in blocked Newvap Gold on the spine and front. Buy one 
and watch your 8000 Plus collection grow into a comrehensive library ot 
PCW info. 




8000 PLUS DISC 
LABELS 

Packet of 20 for £1, (when ordered with 
another product) 

One of the most annoying things about 3" discs is that they aren't 
normally supplied with spare labels. That's why we designed our own 
{and gave away over 300.000 with the June issue of 8000 plus). 

If you want some spares, we have them in packets of 20. 4 different 
colours, 5 of each colour. They're £1 a packet, provided you order 
something else at the same time, (You could simply buy an extra 
packet!) » 

A neat way ot keeping » rfp^ your discs organised. 




8000 PLUS DUST 
COVERS 

3-piece set for 8256/8512 only £10.95 
3-piece set for 9512 only £11.95 



Let's face it, computers don't like dust. Over a period of time it can 
make them very ill indeed: keyboards stick, disk drives become less 
reliable, printer mechanisms dog up. 

A set of dust covers for the three parts of your system provides 
a neat solution. And there's the added bonus of smartening 
the hardware's appearance when it's not in use. 

The specially-commissioned 8000 Plus covers are made 
from high-quality, anti-static nylon fabric. The sets for the 
8000 series machines are coloured a soft grey with smart 
red piping for the monitor and printer covers. For the 
951 2. the covers are ivory piped with brown. Both sets 
include the 8000 Plus logo printed on the keyboard 
cover. 

It all adds up to a good argument for a cover up. 



provides 
ling up ^^^^J 

tde J|^H 




Only £5.95 -save £2! 



What's white, dangles paper next to your computer screen, 
and costs two pounds less than in the shops? Yes, a 
Thingi bought through 8000 Plus. 

This remarkable computer accessory - an idea 
so simple it's ingenious - could dramatically 
ease your hours at the keyboard. It's 
basically a cleverly-shaped piece of 
plastic that attaches via Velcro to the 
top of your micro. But with a Thingi 
on your PCW you can have 
documents, letters or program 
listings clipped right next 
to the screen in perfect 
reading posit ion. Any task 
involving copying off paper is 
thereby made much easier 
and faster. In fact, the coloured 
clip supplied is sturdy enough to 
support an issue of 8000 Plus 
open, say. at the Listings section. 

The Thingi comes in two versions one for positioning to the left of 
screen, the other to the right - the Velcro attachment allows easy 
readjustment or temporary removal. 

A sensible, cost-effective add-on tor your PCW, 




the 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just turn back one page and 
Ml in the order form. Or use 
our Access. Visa hoi line on 
0458 74011. 




I 
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HIGHLIGHTER 
PENS 

Three for £1 .50 

Anyone who uses computers a lot, can make 
use of highlighter pens. For marking the 
important lines in a document or printout or 
program listing. For ensuring a key sentence in 
a manual isn't forgotten. Or just for highlighting 
the main points in an 8000 Plus article. 
We're offering a set of three different -co loured 
8000 Plus-stamped pens in a clear plastic 
wallet for just £1.50. They're high-quality and 
long -lasting. A good way of focussing attention 
on things that matter. 




Subscribe to 
the leading 
Amstrad PCW 
magazine 
and we'll send 
you free 
goods worth 
over £12! 



THE 8000 PLUS GIFT PACK 

■ THREE blank Amstrad 3-inch disks (suitable for 
any PCW, drive A or B). 

■ TWO packets of colour-coded disk labels (40 in 
total). 

I ONE set of three highlighter pens. 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just turn back one page and fill in the order form. Or use our 
Access Visa hotline on 0458 74011. 



INTERESTING FACT. 8000 Plus has one of the highest 
percentages of postal subscribers of any magazine in Ihe UK. 
Most PCW users would appear to be incredibly enthusiastic about 
their machines and rely on the magazine for a regular source of 
tips, reviews and general advice. It's the only way of keeping 
properly in touch with the bubbling, constantly-changing PCW 
scene. 

Paying £17.95 for a year's subscription won't save you much on 
newsstand prices. But it does mean you'll get a copy every month 
delivered hot off the press direct to your door. No more frustrating 
searches through newsagents who've already sold out. 

The current success of the magazine means we're also able to 
offer new subscribers a special gift-pack containing goods worth 
£12.47 at recommended retail prices. 

NOW have we persuaded you...? 

Subscribe already? 

It you'd like a gift pack, but already have a subscription to 8000 Plus, you 
an buy the pack at a special discount price of £8.95. Just lick the relevant 
» on the form. (This offer Is open only to existing subscribers). 



HEAD COACH v3 



Ai Coda Softwara we believe we have created the most challenging and realistic 
computet simulation of American Foolbali that is currently available. "HEAD COACH v3" is 

a direct simulation of the National Football League and offers you Ihe opportunity to coach 
a team in the world's toughest league. Here are some of Ihe features. 

■ Playbook featuring over 40 offensive and defensive plays 

■ Full roster of players 

■ Database of all N.F.L terms 

• Pre season/regular season/playoffs and s jperbowf 

• Ability to change your team during a match 

■ Injuries and training camp 

• Rookie players and the college draft 

But dont just take our word lor it. lead whai previous satisfied customers have said: 

■ "absolutely amazed by the realism"— J.H. Twickenham 

■ "Excellent"— S.H. Northants 

• "I am now addicted to the game"— B.C. Lines 

• "Superb" — N.E, Essex 

• "Software and presentation are excellent'— D,F. Bushey 

The Database of players and information on all teams which makes 
"HEAD COACH v3" so realistic, can easily be altered by the user 
if and when necessary to keep the game fully up to date. However, 
as a service to all new CODA SOFTWARE customers, we are 
offering regular information updates FREE OF CHARGE 

AMSTRAD PCW DISK £15.95 BBC BLASTER DISK E13.95 
AMSTRAD PC1512/IBM COMPATIBLE VERSION READY EARLY 88 

Available by Mail Order {alt orders despatched within 24 hours) or 
please phone us if you require more details. 



f\r\ A DEPT. 8000. 

sJUn 4 ST. SIMONS AVENUE LONDON SWtS 6DU. 

SOFTWARE TELEPHONE 01-789-9551 



LOW PRICED SOFTWARE SPECIALLLY 
WRITTEN FOR THE PCWs 



EXPRESS LABELLER 

Self contained, easy and fast to use. 
Many useful features, it's all you need: El 1.95 

TAXIBASE 

Private Hire/Taxi operators' mini-database that replaces those 

searches through back diaries for quotation material etc. Selective 

searches: £9.50 

LEARNING BASIC? 

For those struggling with Jetsam: demo programs that are tutorial 

and useful, with manual: £9.50 

AH prices include VAT & Postage — Sfate which PCW 



MCS — 49 Cogate Road — Paddock Wood — 

Kent — TN12 6UD 

Tel: Paddock Wood {089 283} 3056 
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I Instant Display Lettering by Computer 



£49.95 



« signs Hike this) printed across or down the page 
» Sharp characters, any stee - the bigger ttie better! 
• Create your own logos, symbols, fonts 
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LABELWRITER 



ftf 



£15 



• Multiple loenticaf labels, any size, any number across 
« Uses all the printer's type-styles 
■ Serial numbers, logos too! 



PAPERBASE De Luxe: ^^t^tr 



C57.50 

All available from the publisher: 

WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44 Roan Street. London SEW 9JT 
(01) 858 2699 



• Stores, ftnas. and styles references 

• Flexible storage in portable sequential files 
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FUch irtl VAT + o&ii 



OX5TAT lor suthflcs 

HSTO for histograms 
FH£Q for word counts 
INQEXER 



DISCOUNT 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 



CONTINUOUS PAPER 



Price per thousand sheets 
1 1 x9.5 50gsm Economy £5-35+ P&P 

11x9.5 60gsm Listing E5-95 + P& P 

1 1 x9.5 70gsm Microperfed E7-95+ P&P 
\ 1 x9.585gsm Letter Quality Z9-95+ P&P 
A4 Equiv85gsm Letter Quality £10-95+ P5P 



• SPECIAL OFFER • £ 



Word- Processor Starter Pack 
1000 Draft Quality 
+ 500 Letter Quality 



Pack Price 



£10 



25 

-P4P 



Loose leaf A4 
Correspondence Quality 

Paper (white); 

PC95 

^w per 500 sheets 

Also Colours: Deep Blue, 
Pale Blue, Gold, Green. 

irey, Honey, Maize. 

'range. Pink, Sunlight: 
P795 

&i per 500 s heel 5+ P&P 

Slate Colour 



ADDRESS LABELS 



3Vi'x two imes deep) 
2 across labels 



per 1000 



£3 



75 

hP&P 



Small orders welcomed - 
' minimum 500 sheets. 
Other sizes/styles, 
printed continuous paper, 
NCR sets 



• AUTUMN DISK OFFER • 



PCW Ribbons 



b*t each 



3" CF2 AMSOFT 
Disks 5 lor 



£12 



25 



5W DATAFLOW Brand 
Universal Disks 
• Professional Grade • Suits 
ALL Drives • Tested to 96 TPI 
Both Sides • Guaranteed 
Error Free. 



10for£23' 95 

E5 9S 



10 for 
25 for 
50 for 
100 for 



£13 9S 
£24 9S 
£47 9S 



UseourFREEPOSTfor 
orders - No stamp 
needed. CHEQUE/PO 
WITH ORDERS PLEASE 
Please add £2 p&p if 
order includes paper/ 
labels. 



0* 



ALL DISKS SENT POST FREE FV^ 

PHONE US 0202 682087 T ■*■ 

CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES 



Hardsoft • international 

la The Square, Sawbridgeworth, Herts 

0279 726488/406 



LEASE AN AMSTRAD PC 1 640 

ODMD + EPSON PRINTER + WORDPROCESSOR + SPREADSHEET FOR 

UNDER £7.00 PER WEEK 

We offer all the Amstrad machines, various printers and software for sale, 
lease purchase or lease-rental. Short term hire available, 

PCW 8256 - £289 +VAT 
PCW 85 12- £389+ VAT 
PCW95l2-£484+VAT 

ALL WITH FREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WORTH £75 

So ft wire a/so available acupco 'A norms! prices 

* NATIONWIDE NEXT DAY DELIVERY * CONSUMABLES * FREE TAX & 

FINANCIAL GUIDANCE * CONTINUOUS STATIONERY * 

* 24 hr MAINTENANCE * 



Dept 8K, FREEPOST, 

Poole, Dorset, BH151 BR 



DIAMOND DATA-BASE 

• Up to 5 search levels 
■ 20 fields per record 

• 30 characters per field 

• Menu driven 

• Versatile and easy to use 

ONLY £14.95 inc p&p 
HOWARD COMPUTER SERVICES 

32, HOLMER DOWN 
WOOLWELL 
PLYMOUTH 

PL6 7QW (0752> 790250 
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POSTSCRIPT 

A seasonal sprinkling of sentiments scanned, sorted and solved 
by a serene Ed. 



Old tyme virtues 

lam not in the habit of writing 
letters to magazines, especially 
when, like yours, they are doing a 
good job without my two bits worth, 
but won't anyone put in a good 
word for dear old Loco Script 1 ? For 
all that we have been bombarded 
recently with letters and articles 
extolling the virtues of LocoScript 2. 
I remain to be convinced. May 1 
please explain? 

You see, in spite of the fact that 
I was an early buyer of LocoScript 
2, as indeed I was of a PCW8256 
back in the prehistoric days of mid- 
1985, this letter is still coming 
courtesy of Locoscript 1. The point 
is simply this: I have found 
LocoScript 2 to be far less of an 
improvement than it was cracked 
up to be. 

I don't particularly like its new 
style print, I am irritated at the loss 
of memory in its M drive and I am 
too much of a Yorkshireman to 
spend £25 for a bit of extra memory 
- 100k was about right for me but 
my version of LocoScript 2 (v2.03) 
only offers me 47k. Furthermore, 
having learned to drive LocoScript 
1 I found the totally different 
command routines of LocoScript 2 
to be rather a pain in the neck. 



It looks as though you've all voted 8000 Plus the unofficial 
ombudsman to the software industry - this months 
postbag has more than its fair share of gripes at dodgy 
practices in the marketplace. It's most gratifying that you 
think we wield some power in this area, but unfortunately 
there's no magic word to make everything better. If you've 
got any thoughts, good, bad or irrelevant, send them 
winging off to PostScript, 8000 Plus, 4 Queen Street, Bath 
BA1 1EJ. 



What is even worse is that I now 
seem to have to insert a disc four 
times to copy it - much easier to 
use the original CP/M with 
DISCKIT. 

Finally, is it really necessary for 
LocoScript 2 to offer so many 
screen prompts before it will 
actually do anything - especially 
when starting the printing process? 
About the only thing I have not 
been asked is whether I need to go 
to the loo! And if it tells me again 
what it is doing rather than actually 
getting up and doing it, I shall 
scream. As far as I can see, 
LocoScript 2's only real virtue is its 
ability to scroll a longer document 
more quickly. Of all my discs, I 
have only two which will run on 
LocoScript 2. One of them is a long 
book where fast scrolling is helpful; 



the other is one of my old discs 
which I foolishly converted before 
the true nature of the new beast 
revealed itself. 

Maybe I have got it wrong 
somewhere and no doubt you 
clever people down in Bath will 
compose a suitably witty comment 
at my reactionary attitude, but 
seriously, am I totally alone on this 
planet in my preference for the 
original system? 
David Jenkinson 
Knaresborough. N. Yorks. 

• Changing any way ol working that you 
have got used to is always traumatic, and if 
you find LocoScript f easier to get on with 
then without doubt you ought to carry on 
using that. I would have thought that most 
people who have bought LocoScript 2 are 
pleased with the extra features and have 
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found the extra learning time worthwhile. 
However, surely you are making Hie difficult 
tor youtselt by using some Loco J and 
some Loco 2 discs? Either make the 
change or don't, mixing the two systems is 
bound to cause frustration. 

As to your troubles copying discs, this 
is another result ot the smaller M drive, it 
you were to invest that £25 in a RAM 
upgrade you would find your discs being 
copied in one go. 

Hard times 

I read with dismay and fury the 
advertisement in the December 
issue in which Messrs ASD 
Engineering offer their 10 
Megabyte hard disc at £299, and 
their 20MB version at about the 
same price they were asking for the 
10MB model previously. 

Barely three months ago. I paid, 
with VAT. £51 7 for just 1 0MB of 
memory! Rapid updating of models. 
Sugar fashion, does at least 
increase the choice and improve 
the product, but I, and presumably 
many like me, feel that we have 
been well and truly ripped off by 
ASD. 

On the credit side, after just a 
few days of use. one came to feel 
that one would be completely lost 
without a hard disc. Being engaged 
in an extensive research project on 
Third World Hydrology, which 
involves primarily database and 
wordprocessor work, I find that 
having Protext, Cardbox, and all 
necessary CP/M utilities along with 
all text and data files on the one 
disc makes working the system 
sheer joy. The A and B drives of my 
851 2 are relegated to boot and 
backup functions respectively, the 
hard disc being central to the 
system, rather than peripheral - 
sorry about that! I would most 
earnestly recommend the use of a 
hard disc to anyone handling large 
volumes of data, or needing to 
jump rapidly between programs. 

However, I still feel that I have 
been very ill-used by ASD's 
marketing and pricing policies. The 



Better printing? 

The launch of a 24-pin printer, the 
LQ3500, described in the 
November issue may hold great 
promise for PC W desktop 
publishing, raising the humble 
PCW to unknown heights. Some 
top-end of the market 24 -pin 
printers are able to print with a 
raster definition (dots per inch) of 
360, comparable and in excess of 
most common laser printers. 
Acceptable camera ready copy 
from a PCW for direct offset litho? 
The mind boggles. Can you tell me 
if the new Amstrad printer is 
capable ot such labours? I have 



been unable to discover such 
details as yet. 
Robert Land beck 
London SE12 

• The printer itself may or may not be 
capable ot printing the results you 
describe, but the problem is realty with the 
software. Unless DTP programs include a 
specific printer driver to take advantage of 
the high quality, which they don't at 
present, then you're only going to be able 
to gel text and standard resolution 
graphics out ot the LQ3500. 

Incidentally: we haven't included the 
LQ3S0Q in this month's printer reviews 



because we reckoned that any 8000 
owners wanting really high quality print 
would be better advised to go tor a 

**a .\. - — - 



daisywheet rather than another dot matrix. 
and it costs too much to appeal as a draff 
printer to 95 12 owners. 
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product can now be regarded as 
excellent value for money, and will 
probably sell like the proverbial hot 
cakes; but did ASD have to sting in 
this way their early customers? 
Jacques 
Woo ton Common, Isle of Wight 

• Our condolences to your wallet. 
Presumably ASD's manufacturing costs 
have dropped, so ASD found themselves in 
a position where dropping the price would 
increase total sales. Which is the more 
moral: dropping the price ot a product and 
annoying previous customers, or keeping il 
artificially high and ripping off new 
customers? Life is full of these dilemmas. I 
expect anybody who paid £399 or £499 lor 
an 8256/8512 is pretty peeved at the price 
drop ot those too. but at least you've had a 
few extra months' use out of it. 

Black is white 

On reading your review of 
Database Software's MasterScan 
(issue 15), I noticed that there was 
a point that you missed. It is a bug 
that you come across when using 
MasterScan with other DTP 
programs and not its sister 
program, MasterPaint.. 

The problem is that, when you 
save a 'scan' in The Desktop 
Publisher (ironically made by the 
same company), you have to go 
through the rigour of inverting the 
picture colours, ie. green to black 
and black to green, to make the 
picture viewable and printable. The 
inverting is not difficult to do 
accurately but it is time consuming 
and annoying. 

Unfortunately, t do not know 
about the other two formats, 
namely Reef Street Editor and 
Newsdesk International as I do not 
own these but, all the same, I 
would have thought that the 
programmers for MasterScan 
would have seen and rectified this 
problem before putting their product 
on the market. 

If there is an easy way round 
this problem, I would appreciate 
being told. 
Christopher Egan 
Christchurch. Dorset 

• Thanks for pointing this out. Most DTP 
programs have an inverting function so this 
shouldn't be a problem. Using MasterPaint 
you can also invert an image and save i! tor 
other programs to access, but even it you 
don't have MasterPaint it shouldn't be too 
hard to write a BASIC program to flip all the 
pixels in a picture file from green to black 
and vice versa - just read each byte in the 
tile: invert it will) the NOT command and 
write il back. Maybe some clever reader 
would care to come up with a listing? 



To ink... 


...or not to ink 


I read with interest the letter from 


After reading Edward 


Edward Bedingfeld concerning 


Bedingfeld's letter in the 


the quality of PCW printer 


December issue of 8000 Plus. I 


ribbons, both new and re- inked. 


felt 1 had to write and agree with 


White it is true that a certain 


his comments about ribbon re- 


amount of initial splash' 


inking. We recently had 6 ribbons 


sometimes occurs with a re-inked 


re- inked with one of the 


ribbon, this usually disappears 


advertisers in your magazine, 


fast and can often be alleviated 


and like Edward's ribbons, they 


by reducing the print-head 


were returned with far too much 


pressure. The fact that the vast 


ink on them. The paper was 


majority of our customers 


smudged and the print blurred, 


continue to use our service time 


and worse than this, when new 


and time again indicates a high 


ribbons were purchased, the print 


degree of satisfaction. 


quality was found to be greatly 


Nevertheless, a ribbon re- 


deteriorated. Now to get legible 


inked by us which does not 


printouts, two sheets of paper 


perform satisfactorily should 


need to be fed into the printer at 


always be returned to us for 


one time. 


corrective treatment. 


D.F. Whitley 


Nick Godwin 


Kenmore Cleaning, 


Aladdink inking, Berwickshire 


Cleckheaton 


• There you have it - the two sides ot the debate. Basically, it seems that it you 


demand guaranteed perfect quality print every time then you ought to buy new 


hbbons, but if you re prepared to live with . 


some reduction in quality to save a few 


pounds per ribbon then go tor reinking. 





nation as a guest of your 
government. 

I purchased a PCW 8256 
(American specifications) through 
our base exchange (BX), I love the 
little beastie and wouldn't trade her 
for all of the tea in China or 
England. 

I saw a letter in Issue 14 of 
8000 Plus from Mr Ray Thomas of 
California and would like to provide 
some more information that may 
help some American owners of the 
PCW who are getting a bit 
frustrated with the lack of stateside 
support of the machine. 

Mr Thomas is not alone in his 
difficulty with finding information on 
the PCW and supporting software. 
When I bought the beastie from the 
BX, I was told that. "It can only be 
used as a word processor". I am 



More than a typewriter 

I am an American stationed with the 
United States Air Force in your fine 
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not stupid. Any machine that comes 
with BASIC and Logo and a CP/M 
system is a bunch more than a 
word processor. Could I convince 
anyone in the BX? Not a chance! 

No problem, I had the 
opportunity to go to Oklahoma city, 
Oklahoma in the USA in June of 
this year. There I found the little 
beastie for sale at Sears. Guess 
what? It is only a word processor. I 
called 1-800-PCW-HELP (which is 
a toll free number in the USA) and 
they were a trifle more helpful. 
They sent me a very small 
catalogue of products. Extremely 
restricted in quantity. 

I returned to the UK and found 
that the PCW was selling like 
hotcakes (old colonial expression) 
in the BX. In my organisation alone, 
I know of at least 1 owners 
counting myself. I went to the BX 
and gave them copies of 8000 
Plus, the little Amstrad catalogue 
from the states and some of my 
rapidly developing knowledge of 
the computer. Guess what? It is still 
only a word processor. 

Three weeks ago, I went to 
Dallas, Texas. I went to Sears and 
was advised that the PCW was 
only a word processor. I 
demonstrated to the sales person 
that it could run BASIC programs. 
He was impressed but said that he 
could not tell people that it was also 
a computer. Then, to make it more 
interesting, I noticed a little 
catalogue next to the display. Il was 
from our friends at 1 -800-PCW- 
HELP. But it listed only materials 
for word processing. They have 
actually gone to the trouble to print 



a catalogue that convinces people 
that the PCW is only a word 
processor, I am curious to know 
why the conspiracy? 
Harry "Doug" Eyre 
RAF Feltwell. Norfolk 

• The American marketing of the PCWs 
has been very interesting - as you say, it is 
pushed purely as a word processor. The 
microcomputer market over there is 
dominated by 5**4" discs and IBM PCs, and 
there was very tittle interest in CP/M as an 
operating system so the computer side of 
the PCW never really took off. We hope to 
carry a report in the future on how the PCW 
has sold in America - according to 
Amstrad's Annual Report, North America 
accounted for only 2.6% of turnover in 
1986-7, compared to 43.5% in Britain. 

Happy customer 

After reading the 8000 Plus write 
up on Silicon City's memory 
upgrade, I bought the Memory 
Upgrade and fitted it. The Silicon 
City instructions are simply superb: 
so clear, so easy to follow and so 
complete. 

Sometime later, I occasionally 
got odd wrigglies on the screen, 
and suspecting Loco Script 2 
contacted Locomotive. Loco 2 
Support lent me a Test Disc and 
advised me I had what seemed to 
be a faulty memory chip. They 
advised which I should start with in 
trial-and-error replacement, and 
Silicon City sent me a pair of 
replacement chips. It took about 30 
minutes to do the job and my 8256 
is now OK. 

I was very impressed with and 
most grateful for the prompt 
support I got from Mr Langford of 
Silicon City and Mike Baker of Loco 
2 support. 
Ike Dawson 
Gainford, Co. Durham 

Curses! Discovered! 

Why hasn't the forthcoming 
international Fruit and Nut 
convention received greater 
publicity? With dark and 
distinguished chocolate academics 
coming to Olympia in November 
from as far afield as Peru and 
China, one would have expected 
more than just a dozen lines, even 
if it was featured prominently on 
your front cover (issue 14) as your 
first published example of 
PCW951 2 daisywheel type. 

Well, I hope your teeth fall out! 
Now, what's this about getting a 
prize of a giant-sized bar of fruit 
and nut for being observant? 
Harry Pattinson 
Rugeley, Staffs 

• You'll go blind reading type that small on 
our covers, but welt spotted. We do keep 
buying bars of Fruit and Nut to send you as 
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sprite, but somehow they get eaten before 
m can post them oft. Maybe it's those 

Japs,.. 



Feeding time 

With the excellent mailmerge 
lacility now offered by Loco Script 
can you tell me if there are any cut 
sheet feeders available for the 
Amstrad printer? 

Continuous business 
letterheads for a minimum order ot 
500 are priced at £125 to £140, or 
having your own notepaper glued 
onto a backing tractor fed paper at 
£80 per 500 sheets are the only 
routes apart from purchasing an 
Epson or Star printer. The LQ800 is 
£435 plus the interface at £49, the 
lead at £1 1 and the cut-sheet 
feeder at £140 - making a total of 
£635, which alas appears to be an 
unreasonable figure just to run the 
LocoMail program effectively. Do 
you know of any cheaper 
solutions? 
Neil Carter 
Towersey, Oxon 

• Sorry, J don't know of any single sheet 
feeders tor the Amstrad PCW printers... but 
it any readers know better? The 9512 
iaisywheel has a very powerful paper grip 
and can teed even thick sheets through 
quite reliably, but I doubt the 8000 series 
printer has a good enough friction roller to 
make a sheet teeder practical - you'd have 
to stand and watch it all the time to catch 
lams. 

Diminishing discs 

I was heartened to read the letter 
from D.F. Hinson in the November 
issue of 8000. 1 was able to feel 
superior as t had worked out the 
solution to his problem myself, 
although I have a great many 
difficulties myself in understanding 
LocoScript. The initial start up disc 
and manual seem to be obsessed 
with printing letters in 10 pitch on a 
blank piece of A4 paper, whereas 
most business users and others will 
be using letter-headed paper of 
varying lengths and shapes. 

However, I have my own 
insoluble problem which no doubt 
has a simple solution. I am 
struggling with the setting of the 
margins when using 12 and 15 
pitch. Could someone explain the 
workings of Scale Pitch' as it seems 
to make no difference to the 
position at which the left margin 
ends and printing begins. If the left 
margin is set at 1 the printer head 
always moves in 1" regardless of 
the character or scale pitch. 

Another tiny gripe is that looking 
at the advertising literature gives 
the impression that the disc holds 
masses ot data. And yet, 1 
Megabyte suddenly become 720k 
when formatted and then becomes 



706k usable on disc. If you save 
your files on a start of day disc 
there is even less space available. 
Finally, all the data is stored in units 
of 2k, which means that even the 
shortest letter is 2k and a document 
which may contain 2 or 3 words 
more than a similar one may jump 
from 2k to 4k. 
John Worthing ton 
Sale, Cheshire 

• The scale pitch governs the physical 
width of your text. It you have an 80 column 
page and a scale pitch of 12 then the lines 
will be 80 characters of 12-pitch text wide, 
ie. 6, 7 inches (80* 12) in that layout. If you 
change to 17 pilch text you will still get a 
6. 7 inch line, with 1 14 characters to the line 
(6.7x1 7). It may look on the screen as 
though the right band margin has been 
broken, but it will be OK when printed. 

As tor the discs, I quite agree that it is 
misleading to describe B discs as '1 
Megabyte' since there is no practical way of 
getting that amount of storage out of it. 
Every disc is split into blocks, and when a 
file is created the disc directory' records 
which blocks each tile uses. If the blocks 
were very small, there would be so many 
blocks per tile the directory would take up 
half the disc space. 



On average, every tile will waste half of 
its final block, ie. tkonaB disc. The 
PCWs designers decided that a 2k block 
size was the bes/ compromise to minimise 
wastage without having too big a directory. 

Hoist on its own 

The following may appeal to your 
peculiar sense of humour: while 
using my 8512 for E-mail I have 
been doing a comparative test of 
Micro! ink and One- to-One. After 
three or four months it became 
obvious that One-to-One suited me 
better (checking the mailbox was 
cheaper, and the growing list of 
services available was more 
relevant to my needs). 

I therefore sent an E-mail 
message to Micro link asking them 
to cancel my subscription. 

About a week later a telex 
appeared to have gone astray, and 
while looking for it I thought to 
check if 1 could still get on-line to 
Microlink. I could - and there was a 
message waiting for me. 

It turned out to be from 
Microlink. "We got your message," 
they said, "But before we can 
cancel your subscription, you must 



send us a letter". 

Need I say more? 
D A Revel I 
Hexham, Northumberland 

• Come the communications revolution, 
comrade, we 'It all be up against the 
electronic wall. 

Reel complaints 

We were very perplexed by your 
comments on the Reel-Time 
Complete Introduction to 
LocoScript in your recent article on 
training, and I should very much 
like to put the other view. 

Like all training companies you 
reviewed Head-Line runs courses, 
but we believe that when the 
machine costs under £300 PCW 
users often find £250 or so for the 
introductory and advanced training 
courses rather steep. 

In fairness to other training 
organisations, it's hard to run 
quality training courses any 
cheaper than that, so we designed 
an entirely new approach. The 
result, The Complete Introduction. 
is the same training course 
delivered by the same trainer but 



Dangerous talk 

Fire is a subject understandably 
talked about with the same 
reluctance as terminal illness, 
child molesters and crashed 
aircraft and a topic rarely, if ever, 
covered in the multitude of 
computer magazines. 

Fortunately, fires only happen 
to other people and why should 
we be unduly concerned about it 
occurring within the computer 
environment. If you own or use 
floppy discs, then you most 
certainly should be, as the fire 
may be less of a problem than the 
damage you cause once it has 
occurred. 

Water? No, most people 
realise that water and electricity 
do not get on particularly well 
together. So turn off the electrics, 
then use the water? No, wrong 
again, an awful lot of electrical 
equipment including TV's and 
monitors have condensers or 
capacitors within them, which will 
hold a high voltage for a 
considerable time after they are 
switched off. Any water coming 
into contact with these may 
conduct the electricity back to the 
user. 

Foam? No, again, it's water 
based and whilst ideally suited for 
flammable liquid fires ain't much 
use here. 

Dry Powder? Well, maybe, it is 
safe as regards the electrical 
problem but the aftermath of using 
one vaguely resembles entering 



the packing room of a Victorian 
flour room. 

CO?? Carbon Dioxide. Just the 
thing for dealing with small 
electrical fires. But did you use it 
near those precious floppy discs 
and if so did you find that the 
complete contents of the disc had 
been erased afterwards? 
Unfortunately, this is a problem 
that can and does occur with CO;, 
it's to do with the low temperature 
that the gas' is emitted at (-79X) 
and one which we hear little 
about, which is a pity as a 
computer can always be replaced 
but unless copies of discs are 
made and stored elsewhere 
irreplaceable information could be 
lost forever. 

So what is the answer? It 
would appear to be a relative 
newcomer to the world of fire 
engineering, a group 
referred to as Halons, 
or halogenated 
hydrocarbons to be 
more precise. These 
have such diverse 
names as Chloro- 
bramomethane and 
Bra moch lorodif I u oro- 
methaneetc, 
thankfully shortened to 
CBM and BCF; they 
are ideal for small fires, 
non-conducting, will not 
damage electrical 
components and 
should not erase the 



data on floppy discs. 
Un fortunately, they do have a 
slight toxic element about them 
and so the user should try not to 
breathe the fumes in. 

The choice is yours between 
getting burnt, electrocuted, dusted 
or poisoned. Obviously, the ideal 
solution is to prevent, with a 
capital P, the fire happening in the 
first place. However, fire hath no 
creed or race, morals or 
boundaries and a little thought 
now may at least save that 
precious data if nothing else. 
D.C. Tatum 
Southam, Warwick s 

• Interesting stuff. Like installing burglar 
alarms and backing up data discs, fire 
precautions are things that most people 
think about after a blaze. 
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POSTSCRIPT 



pre-recorded onto audio cassette 
and disc. 

The difference is that you follow 
the course on your own machine, in 
your own home or office - and in 
your own time. OK, you lose the 
advantage of being able to stop the 
trainer and ask detailed questions, 
but that is more than offset by the 
ability to replay the whole course 
until you teel you've mastered the 
subject. 

What else? Well, our trainer 
never forgets bits, can't rush on 
ahead leaving you confused, and 
always runs the course at a time to 
suit you. Incidentally, Dixons have 
just selected our Complete 
Introduction to the Amstrad PC to 
train a I their store staff in the 
workings of that machine for 
precisely these sorts of reasons. 

If you must compare us, please 
don't compare us with the manual 
and judge us expensive! A 
Complete Introduction is the 
equivalent of a 2-day training 
course for just £34.44 - and if that's 
not Ihe biggest bargain in the 
world" I think it comes pretty close! 
Jim Gat ten 

Marketing Director, Head-Line 
Communications 

• Thanks lor putting your point ot view - 1 
shan't comment any further except to say 
that the methods thai any individual person 
happens to like as an educational medium 
may not suit everybody else. 

SCA Clock/interface 

Perhaps you would sound a note of 
warning to other owners of the SCA 
interface (the one with the built-in 
real-time clock). 

I was assured by SCA that they 
would be able to patch LocoScript 
2's 'EMS' program to enable it to 
address a printer via its parallel port 
and, accordingly, sent them a copy 
of a recently acquired Version 2.12 
update together with a cheque to 



cover the £3.00 copying charge. 
Some three weeks and at least two 
telephone calls later, I have been 
told that, so far, they have been 
unable to patch Versions 2.12 and 
earlier and have no plans to 
continue trying to do so. 

Other SCA Interface owners 
beware! 

R Villiers Lister 
Basingstoke, Hants 

• We've rung SCA on this point and it 
seems that they have now resolved the 
matter. Patching software to work with their 
hardware was always a stopgap solution, 
and each new release of LocoScript would 
need everyone to send their discs back 
They have now produced a new interface 
unit which uses all the standard PCW 
addresses and so is exactly compatible 
with Amsrtad's own CPS8256 - it wiil work 
with LocoScript (they say). Existing SCA 
owners can exchange their current units lor 
new ones tor £12,50 inclusive of VAT and 
p&p, or the price for the new units is 
£57 50. 



Recipe for success 

Having difficulty in keeping open 
the pages of the PCW 9512 manual 
(November issue?) No problem! A 
recipe -book holder, for around a 
fiver in John Lewis {there are more 
expensive, fancier versions 
elsewhere), will do the trick. It is an 
elegantly simple device, a sheet of 
hard, clear plastic, bent around so 
that one edge folds back, acting as 
a spring to hold the open book in 
place. 

Printing by the hour (News 
pages, November issue). The 
pages per hour figure for the 
PCW's 20-cps printer is around 20 
for a 60 line page in double 
spacing. At any rate that's what it 
has done for me recently, through 5 
copies by 351 pages of a thesis. 
The quickest rate was 1 7hrs for a 
single copy. 

While I am writing, thank you for 



8000 Plus. Mind you, it's an 
insidious form of brainwashing. We 
enjoy the laughs so much that we 
almost forget we're learning too - 
absorbing all those new ideas and 
that sound advice. Long may it last! 
Geraldine Murray 
London 



A last word on 



May I add my two- bits' worth to the 
recent correspondence about the 
CBASIC compiler? I recently 
purchased this product, at a knock- 
down price from one of your 
advertisers, as a matter of fact. No 
problem with deciphering the 
manual or creating source code: 
my objections concern the quality 
of performance of compiled 
programs. 

A simple prime-sieve in 
compiled CBASIC runs something 
like five times more slowly than the 
Mallard BASIC interpreted version: 
performance of other 
straightforward procedures also 
suffers on compilation. 

I'm by no means angry at this - 
as noted the compiler was a snip, 
and Mallard BASIC'S performance 
is very impressive for an 
interpreter, besides being 
compatible with M BASIC code. I 
am simply amazed that Digital 
Research, the people who wrote 
CP/M in the first place, seem to be 
incapable of writing a decent 
compiler to run under their own 
operating system. 
Nicholas Graham 
Cambridge 

• I'm surprised at the disparity in speed 
you found, but then Mallard is a faidy 
efficient system. Anyway, let's declare the 
CBASIC correspondence closed at that. 

Treacherous thoughts 

To date, there has been one blot 
upon the otherwise unsullied 



landscape of my existence - the 
absence of an excuse to buy an 
IBM PC compatible. I can't justify it 
'cos there isn't a word processor for 
it - the only real wp only runs on 
the PCW range. 

Recently, however, I sent off for 
LocoScript 2 and, even more 
recently, I returned it for upgrade, 
whereupon it came back equipped 
with a Basic program called 
LocoChar for the construction of 
user- defined characters. I 
immediately set to work to remedy 
what I believe to be the single 
greatest flaw in the LocoScript 
character set. namely the absence 
of box -drawing characters. 

My efforts were only partially 
successful and in order to improve 
them I took a look inside LocoChar 
to see if I could persuade it to let 
me put dots on the bottom line of 
the character grid (in its standard 
form it resolutely prohibits this 
dastardly practice). I haven't yet 
finished that but, in the process, I 
found that the program alters its 
screen handling depending on 
which machine it finds itself within. 
No, I don't mean the 8xxx or the 
9xxx range - its behaviour is 
decided by reference to two 
variables called "JOYCE' and, wait 
for it. IBM'. Now isn't that 
interesting? I just thought you'd like 
to know. 

Perhaps I'll be getting my PC 
compatible after ail. 
Mike Radmore 
Heme! Hempstead, Herts 

• It's no secret that Locomotive have said 
in the past that they are 'thinking about' 
doing a LocoScript lor IBM PCs, but 
beyond that they are saying nothing. But 
don't be a treacherous turncoat - why use 
a rotten IBM PC with a pokey 80 by 25 
screen when your PCW has got 90 
columns and 32 rows - that's over 40% 
more text displayed on the screen for word 
processing. You know it makes sense. 
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PCWLei.ure 




Lurking Horror 


19.95 


Colossus Chess 4 


11.95 


Colossus Bridge 


11.95 


Living Daylighls (007) 
Hitchhikers GuKie to Galaxy 


11.20 


19.95 


Hollywood Hi Jim 


19.95 


Leather Goddess (Adults only) 


19.95 


Arr Corneal Emulator (ACE| 


14.95 


Scrabble Deluxe 


14.95 


Fairl grit II 


11.20 


Guild of Thieves 


19.95 


Gnome Ranger 


11.20 


Brian C lough Football 


13,95 


Steve Daws Snooker 


11.20 


10CF2BlanKDist< 


24.95 



« 



PCWBuatrwM 

DATABASEVDESKTOP 
M in I Off ice Professional 22.95 

Linnet Mode 139,95 

AMX Mouse/Desktop 65.95 

Masledile 8000 37.95 

dBase II 79 95 

SPREADHSEETS 

Snwrcalell 37.95 

M oney M anager + 29 95 

GRAPHICS/PUBLISHING 
Newsdesk Inlemational 37.95 

MasterScan + MasterPafnt 6S 95 

ACCOUNTS/IN VOICE 

S age Pop Accou nis 74 .95 

Pop Accounts Plus (acc+inv) 110.95 

Full range of MA. P. and Sage aoftwara available with large ducouma 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing in UK. 

The above represent only a small proportion ot the software available at large discounts. 

Ptease write or phone lor prices of software not advertised. 

Cheques or postal orders mud* payable toWORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 



WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE, 1 Bridge Street, Galashiels, TDl 1SW I 

TEL: 0896 57004 mmom 



COMPUTER TRAINING IN SOUTH LONDON 



WEEKLY, IN THE SMART NEW BRIXTON 
ENTERPRISE CENTRE OFFICES 

* Intensive one-day courses 

• Absolute beginners to advanced 

• LocoScript 1 or 2 and Supercalc courses 

■ Experienced instructors 

• Take-home manual and after-course help-tine 

Put your new PC W to work fast 
Call us on 01-274 4000 x 201 



APPLIED RESEARCH CONSULTANCY ROOM 104, 
444 BRIXTON ROAD, LONDON SW9 8EJ 



8000 PLUS SMALL ADS! 



DISCS DAMAGED! DATA LOST; 

repair/advice service for all T disc 

problems. NO CHARGE, but donations to 

CANCER Charity, BACUP invited Send 

duff disc + blank disc + return postage to 

David Smith. 4 1 Tutsham Way, Paddock 

Wood. Kent, TNI 2 6UA. 

^ (089283 5974) 



ADVICE /HE LP for PCW owners 
Phone 0703 769 1 23 evenings. If our 

experts and huge database cannot help you 
then there's no fee. We are ]U KEN 

ENTERPRISES, consultants and marketers 
of computerised indexes. 



AUTHORS! Index your manuscript with 

THE INDEX A, Simple to use, meets a 

leading British publisher s detailed 

requirements. £24.95, or SAE for 

brochure. KNB Software, 

5 Mount Stewart Avenue, 

Middlesex HA30JR 



FIND OUT your intelligence level a 

PCW disc of intelligence tests. £3 2-95. 

ACE Productions, Greencrofc, 

Aid trough St John, Richmond, 

North Yorkshire, 

DLI I 7TJ 



PCW85I2, as new, plus Locoscript, 
Locospell, Qmail, Screen Filter, MM2 
paper feeder, £355.00, Contact Peter 

Smith, 46 Garden Leys, Leighton Buzzard. 

Beds, LU7 8PQ. 7J 0525 3B22I 3 (home) 
04427 5481 (work). 



SIGHUND - Bring your PCW to life 

with SIGMUND the electronic 

psychotherapist. Very fast {written in C). 

Only £4. or send SAE for details: 

Dave Curtis, 93 Roman Way, 

London N7 8UN. 



BACKGAMMON on your Amstrad 

PCW, Hours of exciting entertainment. 

Features include: Different levels of play. 

Variations in game. Not copy protected. 

Only £7.95. to: PROTECH, 

27 Old Gloucester Street. 

London WC1N3XX. 



CAN ANYONE sell or recommend a 

flight instrument and radio navigation 

simulation for Amstrad B256. With full 

light single VOR7ADF approach 

procedures. Giffe Seven 

Rockingham Gardens, 

Sutton Coldfie Ed. B74 2PN 



For "DESKTOP PUBLISHER'' users; 

A complete guide to designing and 

producing high-quality newsletters. 

Supplied on disc. For details send SAE to 

John Evans, 20 Grosvenor Place, 

Bath, BAI6AX 



STOCKTAKING SOFTWARE . Values 

stock, invoices, delivery notes and 

reconciles with takings. Prices items. Easy 

operation with details held on file. 

Demonstration disc £2.90. A.C.S.. 64 

Nun-holm Road Dumfries, DGI IjW 

^ 0387 53615 



AMSTRAD PCW 3000 printer stand, 

sturdy grey steel, 7 inches high. Keep your 

desk tidy, feed continuous stationery easily. 

£9,95 includes carriage and VAT. 

GRID ENTERPRISES. Business Village. 

Wandsworth, SW 1 8 4JQ 



AMSTRAD WORD PROCESSING, 

Get the most from your PCW. Gain 

confidence with our help. Locoscript I or 

2; spreadsheets; databases. For further 

detaiis©[0276}6U4l/28Sl8 

evenings and weekends. 



ASTRONOMY PROGRAM calculates 

planet positions on any date, coordinate 

conversions etc £14,95 or details from 

PRECISE SOFTWARE. Trend House. 

Dallow Road, Luton, Beds, LU I I L Y (also 

business software, disks, etc) 



WORDPROCESING TRAINING 
individual, personal tuition in Wordstar and 

Locoscript, Training in own home if 

preferred by professionally qualified tutor. 

Reasonable rates. Please contact Ruth 

Clarke of Compskil is 

on {026487 ) 6 1 5 anyti me . 



HELP, ADVICE & TUITION for 

Locoscript I ft 2 by qualified and 

experienced teacher with proven success. 

Office hours. Will travel anywhere south of 

Birmingham. Contact Phillippa Weitz. 

MOLESEYEDUCATIONAL5ERVICES 

©01 941 1364 



WIMOS DESKTOP ORGANISER. 

Full Disk Management. Mini Word 

Processor, Graphs package. 

Telephone/ Address Book and much more! 

Fully documented. ® Digital Software 

Systems (0254) 888 1 07 Monday. 

Wednesday. Friday afternoons 

or weekends. 



This section of the magazine offers you the 
chance to speak directly to the huge waiting 
world of PCW owners. 

You can place an ad of up to 30 words for 
just £7.50. So you could use it to sell a 



or launch a user group or publicise a piece of 
software you've written. 

One thing you CANT advertise is the sale 
or swap of software you've purchased. Such 
ads can be misused by software pirates. 



To place an ad, just fill in this application 
form and send it to us together with payment. 
We'll then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive 
your order). 



Order form Send to; 8000 Plus Small ads. Future Publislimg Ltd, 4 Queen Steel Bath BA1 IE J 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

~ I enclose payment of £7 .50 by Cheque/P.O./Access/Visa. 
Credit Card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



CHEER UP! me^E got ljou COUered 




1 Prolongs life of your mouse & protects work 
surface. 

* Generous size (34k29citi), 

* Ann-tnclion. ami-slate 



TILT 'n TYPE Keyboard feet lor PCW 8256.8512 £3.45 



Provides a professional operating till. 
Adds comfort, increases typing speeds. 
Easy to fit using existing holrd 



* TRY OUR RE-INKING SERVICE: 



SEND OR RING FOR OUR CATALOGUE 



" For all types ot fabric ribbons. 
* Same day service. 

' FREE transporter S.A E. Ring 0784 252662 



£1.90 

Amslrad + Epson 



Free Re-Ink with orders over £5.00 
Cheques/P.O. payable to KADOR, P.O. Box 20, 
PncesamMymcfasiwAshford. Middx. TW15 3QE 



hadcr 



it LOOK & SAVE a 



Micro Simplex Accounts ... 90.95 

Sage Popular Accounts 74.95 

Sage Popular Accounts-:-. 104.95 

Camsoft PSIL 1 1 1 .95 

MAP Int. Accounts 1 04.95 

Cash Trader cw Analys ... 1 1 9.95 

Money Manager 21.95 

Money Manager Plus 39.95 

Sage Payroll (0.95 

Map Payroll (NEW) 51.95 

Sage Chit Chat Combo 7B.9S 

dBase II 79.9S 

Delta 1.25 81.95 

Cambase 48.95 

Master-file 8000 37.95 

Database Mngr A (Last 21.95 



Fleet Street Editor Plus .... 39.95 

Protext 4(.9S 

Pocket Protext 32,95 

Loco Mai I 30.95 

LocoSpell 30.95 

LocoScriptl 19.95 

Scratchpad Plus 44.95 

Cracker 2 , 38.95 

Supercalc2 38.9S 

Masterscan + Paint 71.95 

Desktop Publisher 22.95 

Desktop Pub. + Mouse (6.95 

Head Over Heels , 11.95 

Cyrus 2 Chess 13.95 

Tomahawk 17.95 

Bridge Player 2000 17.95 

** SPECIAL •• 
MINI OFFICE £21.00 

PERSONAL ANCESTRAL FILE The ultimate in Genealogy Software 59.00 

PCW9SI2 DOUBLE DRIVE £688.00 

PLUS MANY MORE, PLEASE PHONE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. 1st CLASS P&P 
FREE ADVICE AND USER SUPPORT 

— WE CARE — 

TELEPHONE 0208 8S0 1 76 

ckmemtpo to, K I NT EC H CO M P UTE RS 

St Tudy Bodmin Cornwall PL30 3NH 



ADVERTISER'S INDEX 



ARC 88 

ASD Engineering 28 

Advantage ... 68 

Aeon 51 

Aladdink 79 

Alfa Electronics 54 

Amsoft 31 

Amstax 27 

Analytical Engines 76 
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BBD Dust Covers 79 
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Encyclasoft 73 

Goode Software 76 
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Hardsoft 84 

Hisoft 45 



Hi Voltage 

Howard Computers 

lansyst „ 

KCS.... 

Kador Enterprises 

Kintech Computers 

Load Plan 

Locomotive Systems 

MCS , 

MPG 

McGregor 

MASS 

Meat 

Meridian 

Midas 

Minerva 

Nabitchi Computers 

Newstar Software 

P& H Electronics 

PMS 

Point One 

Prospec 

RSC 

Rational Solutions 

Richman Software 

Roberts Franklin 

Rugby Micro Spares 

SBS Data 

Selec 

Silicon City 

SM Engineering 

Thurston Brown 

Trojan 

West of Britain Bus. Svs . 

Wight Scientific 

Worldwide ., 
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NEW LOWER PRICES AND... 
EVEN BETTER SERVICE! 

NOW ALL Goods Despatched SAME DAY by & CLASS POST- FREE! 

/ / / 





PRINTER RIBBONS 



Genuine AMSTRAD Printer Ribbons... 
Better Quality-Lower Price! 

• NEW PCW CARBON £5.95 

• STANDARD PCW £4.95 

•DMP 2000/3000 £4.95 

All Ribbcns-POST FREE! 

Please Specify Printer when Ordering 



I 



3 DISKS 



PAPER 



• High Quality ^^"x9%" 

• 60gsm Weight 

• Micro-Pert all Round 

• 2000 Sheets - 



ONLY 

£14.95 



Post Free! 




PCW SOFTWARE SPECIALS 



r 



• LOCOMAIL (Amsoft) 

THE MAIL MERGE PROGRAM. 

• LOCOSPELL (Artisoft) 

THE SPELLING CHECKER 

• NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 



£34 
£34 



Genuine AMSOFT CF2 3 



New Low Price! 



5 Pack ^.j n 

ONLY kid 



95 



10 Pack 
ONLY 



£24.95 



Post Free! 



Microdisks from the U.K.'s 
largest supplier. 
(CF2 Disks are lor CPC S PCW Machines). 

• CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

• INDIVIDUALLY CASED 

• USE IN 1st and 2nd DRIVE (on PCW) 
Excellent Value ONLY from Compumart 
Phone tor Quantity Discounts. 



S 

\ 



(The Electric Studio) Oji ji 

THE DESKTOP PUBLISHING SYSTEM— %.**** 

£44 



SUPERCALC 2 (Amsolt) 
THE SPREADSHEET 



• MASTERFILE 8000 (Campbell Systems) 0ji - 
THE DATABASE Z.44 

FREE! Blank Disk with each of the above 
Software Specia Is. 



PCW STARTER PA K 



• 10 CF2 Disks 

• 1 AMS 20L Box 
•2000 Sheets of Paper 

• 1 PCW Carbon Ribbon 



Special Pak Price' 



£49.95 

SAVE ALMOST £ 9 ! Post Free! 



NEW IN STOCK 



High Quality PVC 
Dust Cover Set ( for pcw) 



£9.95 



How to Order... 




•Simply list your order, name and lull address with a 
cheque or postal order imace payable to DompuTia.ii and 
posi to our address opposite or- 
• Phone any of our 3 order lines (24 hows) and order 
using your credit caid. Ptease give your Ml name and 
address, daytime Phone number, details of your order and 
the name of the magazine you are ordering iron- 
• All goods are usually despatched same day - 
1st class post- FREE OF CHARGE! 

• For SPEEDY GUARANTEED NEXT DAY DELIVERY hy 
SECURCOR, Please add JttST £5 to goods total 

• We welcome official written purchase orders from pic's, 
government and educational establishments etc. Goods 
will be despatched on receipt oi order. 21 day invoice mil 




•Overseas oders.- please deduct VAT |t5%) then add 
8% lor air mail and insurance (All payments in C 
sterling) 

• All prices include' VAT. Prices and delivery subject to 

availability All goods luily guaranteed. 
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L 

A GREAT DEAL MORE FOR A GOOD DEAL LESS! 

COMPUMART DeptSO+Unlt 8 Falcon Street 
Loughborough ■ Lelcs ■ LEU 1EH 

& 0509-262259/233893 / 266322 
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KEEP A ' CLEAR-HEAD' AND IMPROVE 
YOUR COMPUTERS PERFORMANCE 







31ISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KII 

£9.95 



Dealers enquiries welcome. Please send A4 SAE for 
Dealer Pack and Sample. Strictly written enquiries only. 



HOW TO 
ORDER 



I ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY ^^m 
=3k POST:- PHONE:-(0273(726331 DELIVERY: 



VISA 



Simply list your order, name and address. Our Express Hotine on 0273 726331 (10 Al goods wM normaty be despatched same 
enclose a cheque or postal order (made '"es. 24 hours] and order quoting your credit day by 1st class post - free of charge, 
payable to 'SBS Computer Supplies') or card "umber, name, ful postal address and Overnight detnwries by arrangement 
your credit card details to the full address <*av*™ phonerMiibar and the dept number We welcome purchase orders from commet 

on the address below eial, educational and government establish 

ments and also orders from overseas. 



below. 



DEPT. 301 SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD. NEWTOWN ROAD HOVE SUSSEX BN3 7BA 






